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HISTORICAL AND DESCRIPTITE 
ACCOUNT 



BRITISH AMERICA. 



CHAPTER I. 
General Vieie of the Maritime Prooincet, 

SiCiutioa ind Extent.— Character of the CoaeL — FiBherim. — 
Forest!.— Earlir Voiragec— 8ir Humphrey Gilbert.— Hie 
EqnipmeQl.— Adtenturw on tb« Virtage.- Tran«actioni in 
Newfoundland. — Lon of bii la»eat VeueL — FinaL CataitTO- 
phe.-rFnmch VojagsB. — Mois Scotia. 

Tki maritime, or, &b ibey are sometimeB termed, 
the seabord provinces of Britiab America, consist of 
Newfoundiand on the north, Nova Scotia and New- 
Brunswick on the south, with all the intennedi- 
ate islands lying outside the river St. Lawrence. 
Northward of this, on the coasts of Labrador and 
Hudson's Bay, there are detached stations of some 
importance, but no connected range of settlement. 
These territories are situated between 43° S5' and 
51° ay north latitude, 62° iV and 67° S3' west lon- 
gitude ; but from their separated and insular posi- 
tion, the limits now described do not convey any 
precise idea of their extent, which has been esti- 
mated at about 8l,S0O square miles.* 

Tbis range of coast appears, with scarce^ one 
exception, to be the most nroken and diversified oa 

• Boncbetle, VOL ii„I>. 1,93,180,930. 
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the surface of the globe. The waves of the Atlan- 
tic, and the coatinued action of that mighty current 
called the Golf Stream, have scooped it into islands 
and peninsulas of every form. Between these are 
to be found expanses of water ecnallj varioas in 
their size and shape ; interior seas, broad bays, deep 
gulfSi and long channels. These extend the bene- 
nta of maritime communication to the most inland 
parts of the country ; while the numerous smaller 
openings or coves produce harbours as spacious 
and secure as any in the world. 

Nature, along the whole of this coast, presents sa 
aspect pecuUarly dreary. Though included within 
what we account in Europe the temperate zone, 
yet, owing to the climatic difference which distin- 
guishes America, the face of the land, for nearly 
half the year, is entirely covered with snow. The 
scene is rendered still more gloomy by large mount- 
sins and fields of ice, which, breaking up in spring 
from the shores of Greenland, float into these lati- 
tudes, where ihey appal the marine, and disappear 
but slowly beneath the influences of summer. The 
impression is heightened by dense fogs enveloping 
the shores during a great portion of the year, when 
they would otherwise exhibit a more cheerful ap- 
pearance. 

An idea of barrenness was long closely associated 
with this rant;e of territory, naturally suggested bv 
the extreme rigour of the climate, and by the bleaK 
aspect of its coasts. T|ie surface is diversified by 
numerous eminences, not, indeed, of Alpine eleva- 
tion, yet giving to it a rough character, and, when 
laid rare by the action of the waves, forming a bro- 
ken and rocky border of very unpromismK appear- 
ance. The soil, even in the moat favourable situa- 
tions, was completely covered with almost impen- 
etraUe forests, which defied cultivation without 
such previous labour as the early settlers were 
little mdioed to bestow. These original impres- 



msiTiiu pROTurcBs. 11 

titam bave, in a great msanm, dissppeared before 
tbe investigations of modem enterprise. It has 
been fonnd that tlie lennh and severity of the win- 
ter is fuUy compensated by the intense heat of the 
sommer, which, daring its dwn dnration, ripens 
even the most ralnable grains. Behind the rocky 
screen of the coast a carefol surrey has discovered 
fertile valleys and plains ealScienlly extensive to 
i^ord subsistence to many millions of people. The 
trees, by a vigorous exertion of industiy, can be 
gradually cleared away, when there is disclosed a 
virgin soil of great fertility. Even the climate, ex- 
cept St one particular season of the year, is by ua 
means so disagreeable as was at first apprehended ; 
it is even distinguished by pecnliar salubrity. The 
cultivation of these countries has therefore been 
begun, and is in a state of considerable progress ; 
but as only a small part has yet been subjected to 
the plough, the produce does not afford a mainte- 
nance even to its present limited popnlation. 

Under every drawbacli, however, these districts 
have acquired great commercial importance from 
their Usheries and their timber. For the former 
their coasts are perhaps the most favourable in the 
world. Not oah do their vast extent and deep 
winding bays afiord ample opportunities and com- 
modions statioos, but the banks in their vicinity, 
rising nearly to the surface of Ibe water, are of ex* 
iraordinary extent, and attract the fish in vast nom- 
bere from the snrroundiDg seas. The great one of 
Newfoundland appeare unrivalled in magnitude and 
prodactiveness. The cod, too, with which it chiefly 
abounds, is of excellent quality, and, try the simple 
process of drying, its palatable and nutritious vir- 
tues can be almost entirely preserved. So impor- 
tuit was this branch of industry considered, that, in 
a very short period alter the Srst discovery of these 
shores, it ranked among the greatest objects of Eu- 
ropean enterprise. 

The next grand feature conuals in th« ft**"* 
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wbidi ovenpread ui imiDenie extent of th«se re- 
gions, Glling every valley, mounting to the BomiBit 
of Bve^ hiU, and forming one uninterrupted cover- 
ing. The band of cultivation has yet made only a 
very email Jaroad upon this vast wilderness. The 
splendid tints of its varied foliage are described by 
Mr. M'Gregor to be almost nithout example : " la 
Europe, in Asia, in Africa, and even in South Amer- 
ica, the primevai trees, hon much soever tiieir mag- 
nitude may arrest admiration, do not grow in the 
promiscuous style that prevails in the great general 
character of the Nortn American woods. Many 
varieties of the pine, intermingled with birch, maple, 
beecb, oak, and numerous other tribes, branch lux- 
uriantly over the banks of lakes and rivers, extend 
in stately grandeur along the plains, and stretch 
proudly up to the very summits of the mountains. 
It is impossible to exaggerate the autumnal beauty 
of these forests : nothing under heaven can be com- 
pared to its effulgent grandeur. Two or three 
frosty nights in the decline of autumn transform 
the boundless verdure of a whole empire into evety 
possible tint of brilliant scarlet, rich violet, every 
shade of blue and brown, vivid crimson, and glitter- 
ing yellow. The stem, inexorable &r tribes atono 
maintain their eternal sombre green. AD others, 
in mountains or in valleys, burst into the most glo- 
rious vegetable beauty, and exhibit the most splen- 
did and most enchanting panorama on earth."* , 
The shores of Nova Scotia were naturally the 
first towards which North American discovery was 
directed. The Cabots, Cortereal, and Verazzano, 
pursued their course exclusively either along them 
or the neighbouring part of the United States. 
Cartier, as we have seen, ascended the gulf and riv- 
er of St. Lawrence ; but bis spirited expedition had 
no immediate result, and this object was not follow- 
ed up for a considerable time. 

• H'Ora(or,vo[.t,p.TS,W. 
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Hie nnmerous English voyages to this qaarter had 
chiefly in view the discovery of a northwestern pas- 
8a^ to the East Indies. Yet, even under Henry 
VUl., so long ago as 1639, an efTort was made to 
colonize Newfoundland, at the expense and under 
the auspices of Mr. Hore, a wealthy merchant of 
London. It became, however, wholly abortive, and 
had, indeed, a most disastrous issue.* But in the 
reign of Elizabeth it was renewed on a great scale, 
by individuals the most distinguished in the nation 
for rank and talent. Sir Humphrey Gilbert, of 
Compton, in Devonshire, powerfully seconded by 
Sir Walter Raleigh, undertook to establish settle- 
ments on the coasts which England claimed in vir- 
tue of the discoveriA formerly made by the Ccibota. 
The ()ueen, though she declined embarking any treas- 
ure in this enterprise, lavished on its authors priv- 
ileges and immunities almost regal. These, indeed, 
in that age, were most freely bestowed, and seem 
to have been necessary to tempt adventurers to 
seek, across a stormy ocean and amid a thousand 
perils, new provinces in unknown and barbarous 
regions. By letters patent of 11th June, 1578, Sir 
Humphrey, his heirs and assignees for ever, were 
to have, hold, occupy, and enjoy all " heathen and 
barbarous lands" which he might discover ; and 
wherever, in the next six years, he should fonn a 
settlement, no one else was to approach within 200 
leagues. He was to exercise all the functions of 
administration, civil and criminal, both by sea and 
land. Her majesty merely reserved to herself hom- 
age and a fifth of the gold and silver which the re- 
gion, it was hoped, would be found to contain.! 

Sir Humphrey, inspired with these brilliant hopes, 
embarked a large pan of his fortune iu a western 
expedition; and the only difficulty was to procure 

* Polar Sbu (Dd RegiooB, p. UT. Haipen' TvbiIj LibniT, 
No.iiT. 
t HaUlirt,vol. iii., p. 13S-137. 
Vol. II.— B 
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semble were chiefly volunteera of doubtrol chute- 
ler, whose coarage failed when the iDOment of em- 
barcatioa came ; &nd desertion bo thinned thwrnnm- 
bera, that he waa obliged to aet sail with a mere 
handful of regular inannera. He soon afterward 
encountered the moai tempestnons weather, and 
was driven back with the loss of a handsome shipt 
and also of ita captain, Miles Morgan, an officer 
whom he highly esteemed.* 

These disasters seemed enough to shake the firm- 
est determination, especially as the Knight of Comp- 
ton had no longer sufficient fortune left to fit hims«df 
oat again to any adequate exfbnt. By the liberal 
aid, however, of Sir Waller Haleish, Sir Geo^s 
Pecktaam, and other distinguished frienda, he anc- 
ceeded in furnishing another squadron, though oa a 
scale that would now be deemed very insufficienL 
The largest vessel, called the Raleigh, fumisbed by 
Sir Walter, was of 300 tons burden. The admiru 
hoisted his own flag in the Delight of 130. The 
Golden Hind and the Swallow, of 40 each, and the 
Squirrel, a Ultle bark of only 10, completed the 
equipment. The crews, though amounting to only 
MO, could not be collected without incluchng per- 
sons condemned for piracy on the narrow seaa; ft 
crime then prevalent ; they formed a desperate band, 
■nd, as will afterward appear, they were by no 
means inclined to relinquish their original vocation. 
He succeeded, however, in procuring individnala 
akilled in various trades : masons, carpenters, and 
workers in metal; nor did he omit musicians, mor- 
ris-dancers, hobby-horses, and other means of ivc- 
reating the eyes and gaining the affectioDS of savage 
tribes. 

Thus prepared. Sir Humphrey saEed on the llthof 
June, 1S83 ; but he soon encountered many reverses 
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jimilw to IhoM br which be had been fonnerly baf- 
Ced. On the third day aickneaa broke ont on boaid 
the Raleigh, his lareest ahip, the crew of which im- 
mediately forsook Um, and returned to the shorei 
of Britain. The commander, however, pnthed on, 
nor allowed himself to be discounkged, even when. 
on Mm 90th of July, the Swallow and the Bquiirel 
irated from him in a thick fog. About Um 
' month, he, with hie two remsiniDg res- 
MU, came in view of the great bank of NewRmod- 
land, it« vicinity being indicated by the incredible 
number of aeafowl that darkened the air. On the 
SOth he reached the coaat, by the aapeet of which 
hiB foltowera appear to have Men variously affected. 
It being then the hcdght of aummer, the snrfua 
even ot this wild region was clothed with verdnra 
and adorned by wild fruits and dowers, fint Par- 
meniuB, n learned correspondent, plainly states, 
" Hy good Haklujrt, of the maner of this conntiev 
whU shall I say, when 1 see nothing bnt a very wif- 
dernesse." AU agree, however, as to the vast pro- 
fusion of the finny tribes with which both the aeaa 
and rivers were repleniBbed. 

The squadron bad here the satisfaction to meet 
Aeir.lost companion the Swallow, which presented 
a spectacle not a Uttle surprising. Her crew, chiefly 
consisting of pirates, had been very indiSerently 
dad ; bnt now they ^ipeared on deck handsomely 
attired, and, in transports of joy, were dancing ana 
waving their caps in the air. Sir Humphry btat 
no time in inquiring into the canse of a translorma- 
tion for which this part of the world seemed to af- 
ford Buch alender materials. He obtained a most un- 
aaUsfactory solution. Happening to meet a French 
Teisel returning from the fishery, the crew, " follow- 
ing still their kind," cast upon her a longing eye. 
Knowing, however, their captain to be an hononra- 
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mated. Havinf obtained leave, with strict injnne- 
tions to abstain from every kind of violence, they 
proceeded to the ship, seized the crew, stripped 
them of clothes, food, and everj article they could 
find, and then, by winding cords round their heads, 
[Hxiduced such esquiaite torture that they rendered 
up their moat hidden stores. Having effected sJl 
this with wonderful expedition, " Uke men skilfull in 
such mischiefe," they returned to the Swallow ; bat 
their boat being upset, several of tbem were drown- 
ed, and the rest suffered afterward the full penalty 
of their crime. 

The fishery on this shore was found already in a 
state of activity, thirty-six vessels, sixteen of them 
English, bein^ busily engaged in it ; and Sir Hum- 
phrey immediately assumed the entire sovereignty, 
BS vested in him by the queen's patent. His first 
step was to cause each of his ships to draw up a list 
of their wants, the duty of aupplymg which was then 
partitioned among the different fishermen, foreign 
as well as native. They are said to have complied 
with the utmost alacrity, not only furnishing what 
was demanded, but adding wines, marmalade, biscuit, 
and other deUcacies, with a daily allowance offish. 
The officers were also entertained at great festivals, 
given every week on the nomination of a fishing ad- 
miral for that period. " In short," says Hayes, 
" we were supplied as if we had bene in a countrey 
or some citie, populous and plentifull of all things." 
This delight at having their property taken from 
them might have appeared mysterious, but for a 
hint dropped by Parmenius, who says, " They beii^g 
mot abU to match lu, suffer ua-not to be hunger- 
Starved." The discovery vessels being armed, whils 
the others were only fitted out forpeaceful purauits, 
possessed the means of enforcing their own terms. 

The commander proceeded now to avail himself 
of this advantage, in order to establish a pennanent 
dominion over that remote region. Hniiif fixed 
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Vb )i«adinurten at St. John's, he proclaimed that a 
circuit of two hundred leagues ia every direction 
was held by him in full right under ber majes^, 
and by virtue of her grant; demanding a presenta- 
tion of wood and water in token of poBBeasion, by 
Umaelf, his heirs, and aaaignees, for ever. Th9 
EngUsb laws, constitution, and form of worship 
were estabhshed. It was ordained, ihat whoever 
should attempt anything prejudicial to this newly- 
acquired dominion, should be forthwith tried and 
executed; and any person who should utter words 
" sounding to the dishonoor of her majesty," should 
lose hia ears. Lofty as were these pretensions, 
they are said to have been acquiesced in with the 
utmost cheerfulness, a circumstance for which we 
suspect an ezplaoalion must be sought in the inti- 
mation afibrded by Psrmenius.* 

Sir Humphrey, however, did not attempt to form 
a settlement in this dreary latitude. Many ait bia 
men, disgusted with the country and the prospect of 
wintering there, and longing to return, disappeared in 
various directions. Their character rendered them 
most unscrupulous as to the means. One party 
seized a fishing vessel, turning the crew on shore; 
others laid a plot to treat in a similar manner the 
ships of the squadron; but this was discovered and 
defeated. Some fled into the woods, in hopes of 
making their way to England in other barks. As 
the sick, too, had become numerous, the commander 
sent them home in the Swallow, taking with him 
only the three other vessels ; for the Squirrel also had 
joined them at another part of the coast. Having 
suled on the 30th August, he directed his couiae to 
Sable Island, reconunended, on no very satisfactory 
intelligence, as an eligible station. Unfortunately, 
too. the aaiUng directions were donblM and imper- 
fect; n that, after quitting Cape Race, and ventn- 

ia,p.l«-lfs. 
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ring into the open sea, they were aoon iuvolred in" 
much perplexity. Sir Humphrey, having appa- 
rentljr formed an overweening estimate of his own 
skill m seamanship, to which he had not been bred, 
disregarded the warnings given by the master of the 
Delight, that he was carrying the vessel towards 
dangerous shoals and hanks. Cox, of the Golden 
Hind, was of the same opinion; but, being in the 
rear, was obliged to follow. In his narrative he 
says, that on the night of the 38ih, the crew of the 
Delight were so little aware of their danger, that 
they were gayly sounding trumpets, hautboys, and 
other musical instruments ; but it was " like the 
swanne that singeth before her death," On the S9th 
there arose a violent gale from the EoutheaaC, with 
heavy rain, and so thick a mist that they could not 
see a cable's length. Cnx next morning thought he 
saw white clifl^, but it seems to have been oidy the 
' foam of the breakers. The soundings, however, in- 
dicated that they were passingoverdaugerous banks. 
Sginals were immediately made to the Delight; but, 
before they could be acted upon, this their largest 
vessel had struck, when presently her whole stem 
went lo pieces. The two others could afford no aid, 
being obliged to save themselves by standing imme- 
diately out to sea. The only means of escape was 

S' a httle pinnace, in which sixteen men leaped, in* 
uding the master; but the captain, Maurice Brown, 
refused to leave his ship, and, with the rest of the 
crew, doubtless perished. Those in the boat could 
scarcely command their senses, or believe it possi- 
ble, that in this little skiff, amid a dark and stormy 
ocean, they could reach on these strange shores 
any haven of safety. Their danger was much in- 
creased by being completely overcrowded, so that 
Edward Headly proposed to choose four hy lot, and 
cast them into the sea ; but Clarke, the master, de> 
clared they would live and die together, " advisiiw 
to abide God's pleasure, who was able to save aU 
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lu well as t. few." They were tossed six daja on 
Ihe ocean, without any food but seaweed, or Kay 
drink but salt water. Headly and another diedt 
the others, quite exhausted, at last came in view of 
the shores of Newfoundland. They crept with dif- 
ficulty to a sheltered spot, where they formed a hab- 
itation of boughs, and collecting the berries that 
grew ronnd them in profusion, recruited their 
strength. Afterward, when sailing along the coast, 
they met a Biscayan vessel, which kindly receiTed 
and conveyed them to the harbour of Passages.* 

Sir Humphrey having sailed in the little baric 
eaUed the Squirrel, with the view of more closely 
surveying the shore, had escaped this catastrophe. 
The news struck him, indeed, with the deepest dis- 
may ; yet he was reluctant to abandon the design, 
till the seamen, representing the miserable extrem- 
ity to which they were reduced, urged the necessi- 
ty of returning to Europe "before they all perish- 
ed." The crew of the Golden Hind, though too 
distant for speech, pointing to their mouths aud rag- 

Sd clothes, strongly enforced the argument. He 
t that no choice was left, yet bitterly lamented 
the loss of his vessel, his men, hia books and pa- 
pers ; and it was surmised that hopes, though falla- 
cious, of having discovered gold, mingled in his re- 
gret. He expressed an unshaken determination to 
prosecute his career of discovery; declaring that 
thongb his whole fortune waa sunk, he would make 
such representations to the queen as would induce 
her to advance the meaos of equipping a still larger 
expedition. 

Arrangements being now made for crossing the 
Atlantic, Sir Humphrey was urged to quit the petty 
bark in which he had been sailing, as very unflt for 
such a voyage, and go on board the Golden Hind. 
But, in reply, he resolutely declared, " I will not Tor- 
tile my little company with whom I have passed 
• Hskhiyt, vA. liL, p. ISa-lST, ISt, IBS. 
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M BMU^ BtanneB arat perilB." HsyM snapecta that 
he wu inflaenced by some idle ramoura that had 
gone abroad, aa if he wanted courage at sea ; and 
that he " preferred the wind of a vaine report to the 
weight of hJB owne life." The Teseet*, however. 
Bailed in safety three huntlred leagiiea, till thejr 
reached the meridian of the Azores. A atorm so 
violent then overtook them, that men who had apent 
alt their lives afloat bad never seen the like. Tbs 
waves, it is said, broke "short and high, pryamid- 
wise." owing, it is added, to their being moved by 
confiicting tides and cnrrents. In the afternoon of 
die Ath September, the Squirrel was seen in ex- 
treme {leril amid these terrible billows; yet, as she 
approached the Hind, the aailora observed Gilbert 
sittJDg with a book in his hand, and heard him obU 
to them, " We are as near to heaven by sea aa by 
taod." Darknesa fell, the atorm still raged, sod 
lights having been put op, the crew of his consort 
kept their eyes fixed on them as the Ngnala of mu- 
tual safety. A little past midnight the light in Sir 
Humprhey's veisd suddenly disappeared, and nei- 
ther he nor his companions were ever heard of more. 
The Golden Hind, almost a wreck, returned, the sole 
remains of that gay and Aonrishing armament which 
had 80 latciy set forth to occupy and rule the north- 
ern regions of the New World.* 

Such an issue could not fail to throw a damp even 
on the intEBpid spirit of that age ; and yet the pro- 
ject was 1^ no means renounced. Sir Geoige Feck- 
nam, who had UbsnUy conlritMited to the first voy- 
age, recommiended the enterprise as strongly as 
ever, and wrote a long tiealjae on western [rfatmng, 
by which he endoKVOured to alinwlate the nation to 
a fresh effort. In I6S3, Cl^taio Christopher Carlile 
addressed a memorial on tlw subject to tlte Huscovr 
Company, who appointed aoommittee to confer with 
liUBi biuIa plan was agiieed upon, but seems never 
• IliUa|t,M«. itL, p. IH-M. 
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iD.hBTe been canied into execution. Raleigh, who 
soon became the guiding star In discorery, tunied 
his whole attention to moie souihem and brighter 
regions, and the bleak ehoree of North Amertcft 
were for a long lime almost entirely diaregarded. 

The French had early directed their attention to 
this coast, and distinguished themselves by the voy- 
ages of Verazzano, Cartier, Boberval, and La Roche. 
These, however, had proved ultimately abortive, and 
were even in several cases attended with signal dis- 
aster ; but that people were now about to undertako 
one on a larger scale, and leading to more durable 
results. As this, however, paved the wa^ towards 
the formation of the colony of Nova ScoUa, we wiU 
reserve it to the next chapter, which trsats of that 
important subject. 



CHAPTER II. 

Oeneral Dticnption and BUfory of Nobb Sutia. 

Extent and Liinili. — Hoanlaiiu. — Stresnu. — SoiL — Citj d 
Halifu.— Climals.— Fint Settlement bjr De Uonti.—Cap- 
tared by the EngUib.— Colony under Sir Williun AJeisndBr. 
— Ceded to France —Conleils among the Proprietor*.— Cod- 

Sered b; Itie Nenr-Englindeni.— Wan with Ihe Indian*. — 
ipe Breton captured.— Reatored. — Beillomont of lUi&K. 
— DtiputeB with Franca. — War. — ICipuliiion of the Acadiana. 
— CapLure of Louisbourg.— Return of the Acadiana. — Repie- 
aenlatiTB Asaembly. — Peace with Iho Indiana.— Nova Scotia 
during the Amsricin Conleat.— locreaaed by numennii Ref- 
ugoe*,— Sabaequent ETenta.— Capo Breton.— -EiMlt and 6it- 
nation.— Appeanncfl of the Countrf.— Clioule.— PcyuUtim. 
— Buiua of Lauiabomg.— Coal Diatricla. 

Nova Scdiu, according to iis present limits, forms 
a large peninsula, in advance, as it were, of that long 
line of the American coast which extends southwest 



9S OBIOKAL DIKBimOK AXD 

from the mouth of the St. Lawrence to the Golf of 
Mexico. It is separated from the coatineat by tho 
Bsy of Fiindy and its branch of Chignecto, atrelch- 
ing northeast from the Atlantic to within a short 
space of the Baie Veiie, or Green Bay, coooected 
with the Gulf of St. Lawrence. The narrow inter- 
val of eight miles between these two bodies of water 
forma the isthmus by which alone this country is 
united with the main body of America. On the 
other side is New-Brunswick, once part of the same 
province; while opposite to its southwestern ex- 
tremity lies a portion of Maine, the moat oortherly 
of the United States. On the northeast it borders 
on channels connected with the Gulf of St. Law- 
rence, sach as Northnmbeiisnd Strait, St Geo^^ 
Bay, and the Gut of Canseau. All (he remainder 
of the coast is washed by the Atlantic. 

Nova ScoUa, thus bounded, lies between 61° and 
66° Sff west longitude, end 43° S5' and 46° north 
latitude. It extends in an oblique line from north- 
east to southwest ; the extreme length in this direc- 
tion being estimated by M. Bouchette at 383 miles. 
lie breadth varies considerably, being in the north- 
eastern part i»i]y thirty or forty miles. It then shoots 
out rapidly, and at the peninsula, which forms the 
vertex ofa species oftriangle, exceeds 100. But this 
dimension is maintained only for a short space ; and 
the remainder, between the Bay of Fundy and the 
Atlantic, does not average above sixty. The en- 
tire superficies is stated by Mr. Haliburton at 1S,617 
square miles, or 9,904,680 acres.* 

The surface of the country is broken and of vari- 
ous aspect, but nowhere approaches to an Alpine 
elevation. There are several ranges, indeed, which, 
in the language of the country, are called mountains ; 
but as the highest does not exceed 60U feet, they 
* Boachette, toI. it, p. 1. Hslibortmi's HistoiKil ind SUtii- 
ticsl AceoDDi of Hon acoUs (S Tola. Sn, Halifiu, lew), ToL tt.. 
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cannot TSnk above mere lulls. Aidoise, the raost 
elerated, not far from Windsor, commands a proa- 
pect which Mr. M'Qregor considers to be, in all 
Britisfa America, surpassed only by that from Que- 
bec. The nmges run generally in the direction of 
the countrv, from northeast to southwest. Th« 
ridge called the North Mountain extends at a small 
distance along the Bay of Fundy, terminating in the 
bold cliff of Blomidon, which overlooks the Baain of 
Minas. In the interior, between it and the Atlantic, 
stretches aless-known series, called the Blue Mount- 
ains. Those named Horton are on the eastern side 
of the Minas Basin, white the Cobequid heights li« 
near the frontier peninsula. These eminences, 
vhere the;^ face the Atlantic, hare been broken ^ 
ita waves into the most rugged forms ; high clifra 
and long ledges, composed chiefly of granite and 
other primitive rocks. The coast also is scooped 
out into numbertess coves and bays, and diver«i6ed 
by myriads of rocky isleta. It is therefore coni- 
pletely iron-bound, and has conveyed that impres- 
sion of barrenness and desolation which has so sett- 
erally attached to this country. Yet tia highest 
cliff, Aspotagoen, about thirty miles southwest of 
Halifax, does not rise above BOO feet; so that the 
Kenery cannot be called sublime, still leas smiling 
and beautiful ; but it is strikingly wild, pictnresvpie, 
and romantic. A more solid advantage is obtained 
from ths deep water and shelter almost everywhere 
afforded by the rocky shores and islands ; so that s 
vessel may lie in perfect ssfety while the noost vio- 
lent tempest is raging without. The nameroos io- 
dentationa along tnis frontier afford also many spa- 
cious harbours, which can scarcely be equalled in> 
the world. The northeastern coast, along (he gnlf, 
is much smoother, while the interior is only genUy 
nndoiating, and very fertile.* 

• X'Ongoi, TsL iL, p. 3, i, W. Boncbette, *oL b.< J^ >• 
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The oDmerous streams deBceodiiig from these 
Taiious ranges render Nova Scotia one of the best 
watered regions oa the face of the earth. Though, 
from the form of the country, ihey cannot have a 
very long course, yet, being full of water, and con- 
taining generally bays and inlets, they are commonly 
navigable, even for large vessels, a considerable 
iray upward. They have usually, too, on tlieir 
boiileis a strip of fertile land, which relieves the 
monotony even of the most barren districts. In 
many cases they spread into lakes, but seldom of 
very large extent. That of Rossignol, however, in 
the centre of the southwest district, is supposed to 
be nearly thirty miles long, and the Great Lake, on 
the Sbubenacadie navigation, may be about ten. 
These waters, surrounded by hills of varied form, 
clothed with wood to their sumniit, present many 
Bcenea of extreme beauty,' which surprise those who 
expected to find in this province only a gloomy 

The capacity of the land for agricultural pursuits 
varies according to the different situations. The 
whole Atlantic coast is generally barren, as, besides 
the naked clifTs fronting the sea, the ground for a 
considerable distance inland is strewed with stones, 
beneath which, indeed, in many cases good soil is to 
be found ; but the clearing of ^em is much too hard 
a task for a young settlement. There are, however, 
occasional exceptions, particularly near Lunenburg, 
and in the narrow alluvial tracts on the banks of 
the rivers, which are exceedingly productive. The 
ranges of hills, even when their summits are richly 
wooded, have not unfrequently their lower deciivi- 
. ties covered with an accumulation of loose sand and 
debris, which renders them altogether un6t for the 

Halibnnon, vol. it, p. 3. 4. Hoonom's Letten from Nora 
Scotia (Lraidon, 1830), p. IS. 

* Bouchetle, vol, ii., p. 7, 8. Hiliburtan, vol. ii., p. 7. 
Hoortoin, p. IS. 
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purposes of cultivation. There &re also serera] 
peat-boga, from one of which, called Cariboo, the 
HortoQ aod Annapolis rivers take their rise. With 
these deductions, the western part of the country, 
along the Bs^ of Fundy and its branches, and the 
northern, which bounds the Gulf of St. Latrrence, 
two divisions comprehending the larger portion of 
Nova Scotia, poasesa a very conatderable degree of 
fertility* 

The city 'of Halifax, the capital of this country, 
and the third town in British America, is situated 
on one of the best of the fine harbours with which 
this coast abounds. A bay about sixteen miles deep 
is narrowed near the middle by an island, abovs 
which it spreads into the broad expanse of the Bed- 
ford Basin, containing ten square miles, and capable 
of accomraodatinga thousand vessels of the largest 
size. This advantage, and its greater proximity to 
Europe, led, as we have seen, to the establishment 
there in 1748 of the first English colony. 

Halifax is built on the southwestern side of the 
bay, and on the declivity of a hill rising from the sea 
to the height of about 350 feet. Wood is the pre- 
vailing material, there being, ten years ago, only 
eighteen public and fifty-five private buildings of 
stone ; and of brick not quite forty. Eight streets 
extend through the centre, crossed by fifteen others. 
The town, which is about two mites in length and 
balf a mile in breadth, has been greatly improved in 
coneequence of extensive coDfiagrations, which, 
consuming large portions of it, made way for better 
and more regular buildings. The streets are now 
generally spacious, the principal one well paved, and 
the others macadamized. 

The society of Halifax is descnbed as mtwe com- 
pletely English than that of any other American 
towu. The i>£Bcers of government, the numerous 

• If'Gr«gor,'TOl. ii.,p.T,S. HBlibDit(Hi,TOl.iL,p.& Moor- 
■om, p. 19, 20. 
Vol. II.— C 
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body of military, and the great meichants connect* 
ed with the mother country, fonii so large a propor- 
tion as decidedly to establish this character. An in- 
tense interest is felt with regard to arrivals from 
Europe ; and the naval and niilitary officer is wel- 
coniod with a degree of hospitality which makes him 
usually prefer this to any other transatlantic station. ' 
On walking oot into the street, however, a' scene 
<]uite pecfiliar is pre^-^nted. Tall hnsbandmen, with 
light bluejackets and trousera, straw hats, and Wel- 
lington boots, are seen driving wagons of hay from 
the neighbourhood. Troops of wretched negroes, 
the men and boys half naked, the women in tawdry 
colours, expose for sale wild fruits and brooms. An 
Acadian and his wife, in their neat national costume, 
traffic in the produce of their dairy. A few strange* 
looking beings, the aborigines of the land, loll bask- 
ing in the sun; while others of the same class are 
indolently holding in their hands, as if for sale, bas- 
kets and trinkets worked with beads. These are 
contrasted by the brilliant naval and military uni- 
forms, and the gay attire of the European fashiona- 
bles. The markets are excellently supplied with 
meat, vegetables, and, above all, with fish of various 
kinds, and at very moderate prices. The population 
of this city m 1838 was more than 14,000.* 

The climate of Nova Scotia, in point of -tempers 
ture, corresponds generally with that of Lower 
Canada, modified, however, by its maritime situa- 
tion. From this cause, the frost of winter, though 
equally strong, has not the same fixed and long du- 
ration. It does not fully set in till about the 30th 
December, and even in January a decided thaw fi«- 
quently occurs. Mr. Haliburton does not reckon 
on more than six or eight weeks sleighing in the 
season. By the end of March, the severity of winter 
ends, but is ill exdianged for a succession of chill 

• Hal&urton.iol. iL.p. lO-lB. Bouchette, voL ii., p. 18-15. 
U'Grefor, voL iL, p. 72-86. Mooramn, p. 9, ID, 29-32. 
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damp winds, caused apparently by th« dimolation 
of large fields of ice in ttie norihern seas. The real 
spring approaches tardily and irregularly, and May 
ends before the fields are fully clothed with verdure. 
A summer of three months is then mariced by that 
intense heat which prevails oyer all America. It 
has often, front the vicinity of the ocean, and per- 
haps of its melting ices, the disagreeable accompa- 
niment of heavy fog, which, in this heated state, 
seems to steep the inhabitants in avapourbath. It 
is felt, however, only on the coast, and to a certain 
distance inland, not reaching the interior or'the Bay 
of Fundy. It only occurs, too, when the wind blows 
from the sea ; for the land-breezes produce a bright 
ajid clear sky. As in the other Atlantic states, with 
a vast continent on one side, and on the other an 
ocean equally extensive, a shifting wind occasions 
here also very sudden changes of temperature. 
Captain Moorsom has known the vsriatiou amount 
to fifty degrees in twenty-four hours, and was as- 
sured that it has been observed as high as sixty-two. 
According to this writer, " in summer the winds from 
north to west are accompanied by fine, clear, bra- 
cing weather ; while anything from south to east 
brings fog or rain. The wind from west to south 
produces pleasant, yet variable or showery weather ; 
and from north to east we expect only that which 
is raw and disagreeable. In winter, the northwest 
quadrant becomes identified with a clear, dry atmo- 
sphere and intense cold; the southeast with rapid 
thaw and floods of rain. The southwest is marked 
by moderate fyost and slight thaws ; and the north- 
east winds come charged with cold, raw m'lat or 
heavy snow-atorms." These different results seem 
sufficiently accounted for by the position of the 
province in respect to land and sea.* 

' Ha]i)]lutini,TaLiL,p.348-3S2. Moonmi, p. 102,153, lU- 
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The Milumn in this climate is long and delightful, 
commencing at the close of August, and often not 
ending till the middle of December. The Utter 
Dortion is rendered agreeable by the prevalence for 
days and even weeks of that soft transparent baza 
called the Indian summer. The nights at the hot- 
test season are cool and refreshing, ao that ihe open 
air may then be fully enjoyed ; and the aurora bo- 
realis and other aerial meteors are common, though 
not so brilliant as in arctic latitudes. 

The violent extremes and changes incident to this 
climate might be supposed hurtful to the human 
constitution ; yet it is extolled as in an eminent de- 
gree salubrious. The very agitations seen to pre- 
vent those fatal diseases which arise from a putrid 
and stagnant atmosphere. The intermittent fever, 
BO frequent in the United States and even Upper 
Canada, is unknown; typhus is rare and slight; 
and the ravages of the yellow fever have never 
been felt. Rheumatism and local inflammation are 
the maladies from which the people suffer most 
severely ; to which may be added pulmonary con- 
, Bumption, though not to the extent that might be 
supposed. The depth of winter is of course a try- 
ing season ; yet the sick-list of the 53d regiment is 
stated by Captain Mooraom to have stood lower 
than in the summer months. The general health- 
iness is said to be proved by the longevity of tho 
people, among whom the age of ninety is not un- 
common, and many even pass that of a hundred,* 

Although the early attempts of the French to set- 
tle upon this coast were, as already observed, fruit- 
less and even calamitous, yet the value of the land 
and the proBtable trade of which <t might be made 
the theatre had not escaped the notice of the nation 
in general. That people, and particularly the Hu- 
guenots, were then inspired with a strong spirit of 

• UalimttM, vi^ ii, p. 393-3M, Mooraom, p. IH, ISO. 
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cammeTcial enterprise. In return fot a few showy 
but trifling ariicles, they obtained from the sarages 
precious fura, seal-skins, and the teetb of the sea- 
horse, commodities at that period scarce and high- 
ly prized in the European market. Even the fish- 
eries had already risen into importance ; and an old 
mariner, named Scavalet, is mentioned as having, 
previous to 1609, made forty voyages to Canseau. 

In 1603 a spirited attempt, on a considerable 
scale, was made by a gentleman named De Monts. 
He obtained from Henry IV. unlimited privileges, 
such as were then always lavished upon individu- 
als willing to engage in such arduous undertakings ; 
including not only the dominion of the colony, but 
the monopoly of the fur-trade throughout its whole 
extent, be Monts had sailed a volunteer up the 
. St. Lawrence along with Chauviu, but, not having 
gone higher than Tadou&sac, he knew nothing of 
the fine territory afterward discovered on that 
great river. The Atlantic coast appeared to him 
less difficult of access, and, from its more south- 
erly situation, likely to enjoy amilder climate. He 
stipulated for all the country lying between the 
40th and 46th degrees of latitude, tnus embracing 
Nova Scotia on the north and New-York on the 
south. Though a Calvinist, he was obliged to en- 
gage that both professions should be tolerated among 
the settlers, and that the Catholic alone should be 
taught to the Indians. A liberal expenditure and 
the enterprising spirit of the age enabled him 
speedily to equip four vessels, two of which were 
commanded by himself, while the others were em- 
ployed at different points in conducting hia own 
trade and preventing that of others." 

The vicinity to France, and his ignorance of the 
more southern coaats, led him to touch in the first 
instance at Nova Scotia, which he reached on the 

• Hslibmtoa, nd. L, p. »-t3. ChampUin, toms i, p. 59, 66. 
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Iflth May, 1604. At a point near ita southern ex- 
tremity, he foand a French capt^n named Hossi^- 

nol engaged in trade ; and forthwith exercised his 
privileges, by confiscating the vessel and cargo, 
allowing to the seaman only the consolation of 
giving ma name to the place, now changed to Liv- 
erpool. Thence he proceeded to the head of the 
Bay of Fundy, making a fruiclesB attempt to pene- 
trate through into the St. Lawrence. At one point 
where he stopped for a short interval, the crew 
were much dismayed to find, on re-embarking, that 
Daubr^, a clergyman of good family, was wanting. 
They continued here some time, vainly making 
calls and signals, and then proceeded. On return- 
ing, however, sixteen days after, a bat and hand- 
kerchief were seen fastened to a pole ; and a party 
having landed, the unfortunate priest was found. 
He h«l lost himself in the woods, and being obli- 
ged to subsist on roots and berries, was reduced al- 
most to a skeleton. As the season advanced, they 
fixed their settlement on an island near the mouth 
of the river St. Croix. They cultivated a piece of 
ground, erected a fort, with neat apartments, a com- 
Riodious magazine, and a chapel in the form of a 
bower, composed of growing trees bent together. 
But winter soon set in with a severity for which 
they were quite unprepared. They had not suffi- 
cient wood Ibr fuel ; and being under the necessity 
of drinking melted snow and living on salted provi- 
sions, were attacked by scurvy in its most yiru- 
lent form, for which they knew no remedy. 

At the end of this dreadful season De Monts sail- 
ed southward in search of a milder climate. He 
reached Cape Cod ; but the territory was found in- 
habited by numerous hands of hostile natives, who 
were too strong for his small party. He returned 
to 6t. -Croix, and having obtained a seasonable re- 
enforcement, removed to a spot on the Bay of Fun- 
dy, which, wtaenformMiy paam, lud a{^eared my 
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desinUe, utd was luuned Port Royal. The whole 
coimtrv, including New- Brunewick, was called Aca- 
dia. Hehimself repaired to France for faither sup- 
plies ; but his people, having raised grain and vege- 
tables, and procured abundance of venison, either 
by hunting or parchase from the savages, contrived 
to pass two winters very agreeably. During the 
mild season they renewed their attempts to aet^e 
farther south ; but these were fruitless, and even at- 
tended with loss.' 

In the following summer, while the party were 
anxiously waiting the arrival of their chief with the 
promised re- enforcements, they were appalled by the 
intelligence that bis connexion with America had 
ceased. All the merchants concerned in the fur- 
trade and fishery had Joined in complaining, that his 
privilege was exercised with such violence as to put 
an entire stop to both occupations ; that they and 
tbeir families were mined ; and that all the revenue 
derived from these resources was lost to the couo- 
try. The coart hereupon arbitrarily annulled the 
privilege which they bad so rashly granted ^ and in 
compensation for the 100,000 livres spent by De 
Monts, only 6000, or about ^^250, was allowed. 
Even this was too large a sum for the French treas- 
my to pay. He was merely empowered to levy it 
from the fur^raders ; an expedient, says Champlain, 
which "was tike giving him theseatodrink." The 
attempt to enforce such a tax, besides the trouble 
and odium, would have involved him in expense ex- 
ceeding any probable income. Though there seems 
ground to suspect, .even from tbe statements of his 
own friends, that he carried too far hia excessive 
and pernicious privilege, ^et such an abrupt depriva- 
tion can scarcely be justifled. 

Notwithstanding the ewistemation diffaaad by 
tbia inteUigence, Pontrincourt, one of the paity, 

• HtUbintaD, voL L,f. 14-20. 
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macb &ttaclied to Pari Royal, detennined, f f poaaible, 
to maintain that settlement. He repaired to France, 
represented its advantages, and obtained a grant of 
it; on condition, however, that he should attend to 
the conversion of the natives, and receive two Jes- 
uits as part of his establishment. Deeply impress- 
ed with the belief that, if those persons accompani- 
ed him, he would hold only half the jurisdiction, he 
delayed receiving tbem under various pretexts ; and 
when this could no longer be resisted, he is report- 
ed to have said that they must leave him entirely 
to rule the people on earth, and merely guide them 
to heaven. As they showed dissatisfaction with 
this limited function, and were otherwise some- 
what roughly treated, they sent home loud com- 
plaints. A pious lady, Madame de GourcherviUe, 
vas then induced to fit out a vessel with everything 
requisite for forming under them a separate colony, 
which was established on the eastern coast, at La 
Have. But, while this settlement was in progress, 
Argalt, an English captain, on his way to Virginia, 
having received notice of it, appeared before the 
place, ^d, alter a short conflict, in which one of the 
priests was killed, captured it, and carried off most 
of the inhabitants to James Town. Afraid to ac- 
knowledge such a flagrant breach of the peace with 
France, he pretended that they were pirates ; but 
when the governor expressed his df termination to 
.hang them as such, Argall, to avert this catastrophe, 
owned the real state of the case. The English ru- 
ler was BO far from being dissatisfied, that he im- 
mediately sent the captain with a fresh expedition 
to root out the colony at Port Royal. That officer 
arrived and effected his object without resistance, 
the settlers either fleeing into the woods or being 
carried away prisoners. So little were colonies then 
valued, that France made no complaint of this vio- 
lent aggreasion, beyond demanding the lestoration 
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of her raen ; nor did Britain take any measnrea for 
taming her conquest to account. * 

From thie time, however, the crown of England 
held itself owner of this territory, and neglected it 
only flrom the little value then attached lo colonies 
not containing' gold and eilver. But in 1621, the po- 
etical brain of Sir William Alexander, author of sev- 
eral works that were noted in that age, was strnck 
with a desire of transatlantic dominion ; and at that 
period little solicitation was requisite to obtain the 

Sift of a kingdom in America. Being a favourite of 
amee 1. and Charles I., and created successively 
Sir William and Earl of Stirling, ho received a free 

S-ant of the vast territory extending from the St. 
roix to the St. Lawrence, including Nova Scotia 
(which name was now first given to the whole re- 
gion), New-Brunswick, and even the islands in the 
gulf as far as Newfoundland. He was invested 
with the usual extravagant and even regal powers, 
tmiting the functions of lieutenant-general, justice- 
general, and high lord of admiralty, and having 
power to form a constitution, create titles of honoar, 
appoint bishops, judges, and all other officers. No 
(eservation was made, except of a tenth of the roy- 
al mines of gold andsilver, and five percent, on the 
imports and exports after the first seven .years.f 
Chariea I., in 1S35, gave a nouodomiM, or renewal of 
this patent,]; to which he added, in 1698, a similar 
one, whereby he made over the whole course of the 
St. Lawrence, as far as the Gulf of CaUfornia, on 
which the upper lakes were then supposed to bor- 
der ; a grant which would have included all Canada, 
and much of the finest part of the United States.^ 
To promote these objects, an order of baroneta was 
created, each of whom was to hold jurisdiction over 

* ChamplBin, tome i., p. 58, SE), HBliburton, vol. i., p. 28-39. 
f Narr^ve of oppreuira Proceeding* sgunst the £arl of 
Btitlinr, br Hiiiu«lf (41a, Edinbargh, 1836). p. &3-ST. 
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tt tract extendiog three inilea along tha cout, aad 
tea towards the interior, and to receive in full prop- 
erty 10,000 acres of Und. In return, each was 
bouud to fit out six men for the colony, or to pay 
SOOO raerks. By a singular regulation, they wero 
allowed to take seisin or legal possession, not on 
the spot, but on the Castle-hill of Edinburgh, Novft 
Scotia being included in the county of that name.* 

This extensive jurisdiction conferred on Sir Wil- 
liam was ridiculed by some of his witty companions, 
who derided his attempt to rise from a poet to a king, 
aiid, like another Alexander, seeking a new world to 
reign aver. He appears never to have visited his 
dominions in person, though he lost no time in sail- 
ing out a vessel with a body of setllers. They sail- 
ed in 1633 ; but, in consequence of various dela}'s, 
the navigators could not, in the first year, proceed 
beyond Newfoundland, where they were obliged to 
winter. Next spring they coasted along the ceded 
territory, but were much disappointed to fiad all its 
principal poiats, including even Port Royal, reoccu- 
pied by French settlers, who showed no inclination 
to withdraw. It was judged expedient to return to 
England, where they spread the most flattering re- 
ports of tbe value and beauty of this tmnsatlontic 
region. . When, therefore, war soon after broke out 
with France, Sir William fou'ad no difficulty in fit- 
ting out a small squadron, which he sent in 1627 
under his eldest eon, accompanied by Kertk, already 
inentioDed as a refugee who became distinguished 
under ths name of Sir David Kirk. In that and the 
following jrear they reduced the forts of Port Roy 
al, St. Croix, and Pentagoet. At the former place 
tbey erected a new fortress on a consider^le scale, 
where young Alexander took up bia residencA as 
governor of the country-t 

■ Cue of the Hononnble the BuoDets of Scotland ud Norm 
ScotU, p, 10,S7. 

t Deuchu, Alaiuider (Qensalogist, EdiiL}, MS. Hemc;^ 
""Omtlie Stirling Euoily pspen). 
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One of the prisoners in tbe captnred transporti 
was Claude de is. Tour, a gentleman of fortune and 
enterprise, who held part of the country from iJbe 
French crown. Being brought to England and in- 
troduced to Sir William, he waB persuaded to sec- 
ond the baronet's views by making him master of 
that portion of the coast held by himself, and intro- 
ducing there a party of Scottish emigrants; but on 
reaching the fort held by his son, near Cape Sable, 
the youth indignantly refused to concur in an ar- 
rangement which he accounted treasonable. He 
eTOn repalsed his father in an attempt to carry the 
place, and offered him only an asylum in its imme- 
diate Vicinity. La Tour, however, returned to Brit- 
ain, and not long after procured from LoM Stirling 
an engagement to cede to him Cape Sable, with a 
consideraUeextentof coast and territory adjoiuing.* 

Youog Alexander died in America, and was suc- 
ceeded by Sir George Home. In 1S29, Kirk, as al- 
ready related, made tbe conquest of Canada, redu- 
cing Quebec and taking tbe garrison pristwers, 
Britain was now miacress of all this part of the 
country ; yet, by the treaty of St. Gertnains in 1633, 
Chariea I., without much consideration, agreed to 
lestore all the settlements there in the same state 
as before the war. Orders were sent to Rome to 
demolish the fort ; to remove all the inhabitants^ 
goods, and stores ; and leave the bounds altogether 
waste and unpeopled, aa when the Scots flrst land-^ 
ed. The sum of 948,000 was granted to Lord Stir- 
ling in compensation for the expenses incnrred by 
him. His patent waa acknowledged to be still in 
force, as the king pretended that he had only ceded 

* Tbia fau, in goneial, been lepTeaentsd ai tbe entire ceanon 
<A Nora Scotia, with the eiceptioa of Pott Rofii), bul eitone- 
oosly. *rhe indentaiB, diUed 30lb April, ISSQ, n in the poawa- 
aion of Ht. Deuchsr, b\it lite truuacCion iaaaid never to have 
been completed.— Deucbu, Alexaodec, US. MemwiL Htli- 
burton, p. 43-46. 
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the particular spols, and retained lus fall ri(^t to 
form settiements in the countiy. He even appoint- 
ed a contmiesioa to consult with his lordship bmA 
the baronets on the means of promoting such an 
undertaking. France would probably have viewed 
the subject in a different light ; but, as may be welt 
sapposed, these persons did not feel incUned to ad- 
venture either themaelves or their money again in 
a similar enterprise.* 

The court of Paris having regained possession of 
this territory, divided it, in 1634, among three indi- 
viduals. They assigned most of the middle districts 
to the young La Tour, the father apparently being 
dead ; the oorthem part lo a person named Denys ; 
and the southern to Razillai, who received a com- 
mission as commander-in-chief of Acadia. This 
last was Bucci^eded by DaubrS de Charnis^, between 
whom and La Tour there arose a deadly feud, each 
seeking the entire possession of the colony. The 
contest was waged with savage and relentless ani- 
mosity, and with little regard to the authority of tha 
mother country. La Tour for some time procured 
aid from Boston, which gave him the ascendency ; 
bnt Chamisfe intimidated the governor of that place 
by threatening the resentment of the king his mas- 
ter. The opposite cause was then chiefly support- 
ed by the exertions of Maddme de la Tour, a female 
of heroic temper. Bein^ attacked, during her hus- 
' hand's absence, in his principal fort on the St. John, 
she beat off the assailant with great loss. Bat 
Charnia6, watching his opportunity, surprised her 
Boon after, when she was again left alone, and Irad 
only a handful of men to defend the place. Sha 
was obliged to surrender, when the victor faithlessly 
hanged all the garrison, and, as is reported, com- 

* CiseofthoParonetB, p. SB,3S-34. Claims fonod^ on tbs 
nbova grantaand tranwiclioiia are al present strongl» urged both 
hj ibe baroneta and heirs of the houu of Stirling ; but iotothia 
quBstion dut nibjsct does not tequits ub to enter. 
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Mllad berself to appMr ia pidilic with & halter iDimd 
her neck. Such b&rbarous treatment, conpled with 
the Tuin of her affairs, so affected this high-spirited 
womao, that she died after a, short inter* al. 

La Tour, Btri|q)ed of everything, returned, after 
some time, to France, where be retrieved his affairs 
ia s ver^ singular manner. Chamis^ being dead, 
he mamed the widow of hia deadly enemy. His 
aister-in-law, too, a canoneas of St. Oraer, dying 
about the same time, bequeathed to him all the 
claims of the family to this foreign possessioo. 
The beqoest being sanctioned by the goTeroinent, 
ha set oat and took peaceable poeseseion of the 
vrtiole coiHitry, with the exception of the small por- 
tion held by Denys, whmu he did not distarb. He 
was doomed, however, never to remain at rest, 
Le Bocgne, a new character, appeared on die scene, 
claiming aa a creditor of Charms^, and stigmatizing 
La Tout aa a favourer of heresy. Having thus ot^ 
tuned a transference of all hia rights, he urtved 
with an armed force, and in the most violent man- 
ner endeavonred to crush at once both the present 
possessors. He took Denys priaoner, deatroyed 
La Have, buiniuK a chapel which had cost above 
•ISvMO; and, having occupied Port Royal, wa» 
preMring to attack La Tour in his laet houl on the 
St. John, when a more formidable competit(» pre- 
aented himself.* 

Oliver &om well havii^ seised the kub of powm 
in England, declared war a^^ainat France, and waged 
it vigorously, with the Bpeaal view of ertending oia 
foreign possessions. In 1AM be despatched an ex- 
pedition against Nova Scotia, under the commsiid 
of Major Sedgewick. There waa no force, evcm 
had it been umted, snfScient to resist that officer; 
so that, aftei defeating La Tour, he advanced againat 
Port Boyal, where Le Borgne by no means mads 

nLi.,]>.U<«X 
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that mistance which had been expected Irom his 
previous resolution. He soon yielded the place, 
and his eon, endeavouring to fortify himself at La 
Have, was made prisoner. 

Ia Tour, who always accommodated himself to 
circumstances, seeing the country in possession of 
the English, hastened to make hie anbmisBion, and 
nrged ms claim, founded on the transaction between- 
his father and Lord Stirling. He was favourably 
listened to, and, in conjunction with Temple, after- 
ward Sir Thomas, and William Crowne, persons 
probably of great interest with the Protector, ob- 
tained a grant of the greater part of the conntry. 
The former bought up the share of La Tour, spent 
976,600 on fortifications, and opened a very advan- 
tageous trade and fishery. But all his prospects 
were blasted by the treaty of Breda, concluded by 
Charles H. in 1067, in virtue of which Nova Scoti& 
was again made over to France. Temple endeav- 
oured to save Bomething by insisting on a distinc- 
tion between the limits of Nova Scotia and of Aca- 
dia ; but, not being supported by his government, he 
was obliged to deliver up all.* 

The French thus resumed full possession of tho 
colony, which, in fact, they had almost exclneively 
occupied, though in a slight and careless manner ; 
for we absence of gold and silver, and even of any 
rich mai^etahte produce, made it be viewed as a 
barren and upromising settlement. A few strag- 
^ing immigrants atationed themselves from time to 
time along the coast ; and yet, according to an enn- 
meration made about 16B0, the whole popnlaiion did 
not exceed 000. Even the fishery, the only produc- 
tive branch, was carried on by the English. A few 
forts were scattered at wide mtervals ; but so wedt 
and small, that two of them were taken and plun- 
dered 1^ a single piratical vessel of no great force. 

* BaliburtMi, *oL i., p. ei-es. 
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tti thii Bitnatioii, after the breaking oat of the 
war consequent upon the revolution of 1688, Aca- 
dia appeared an easy conqnest. The achievement 
was assigned to Haasachwetts, the reBonrces of 
wliich were tiy no means &nij;)le ; bnt the command- 
er, Sir Willism Phipps, contrived to eqnip an expe- 
dition of 700 men. On the aoth Haj, 1690, he aip- 
peared before Port Roral. It bood surrradered, on 
advantageous terms, which Ptupps, discovering that 
the place was weaker than he had supposed, did not 
faitbAilly observe. He merely dismantled the for-- 
tresa, and left the country a prey to [ttrates, by whom 
it was nnmercifully ravaged. The Chevalier Villa- 
boD, therefore, who arrived soon after from France, 
reconquered it by simply pulling down the-Englidi 
and hoisting the French flag. The neighbouring In- 
dians, always partial to his conntrymen, were easily 
induced to jom them against the enemy, and aided 
ID capturing the strong frontier fortress of Pema- 
qnid, where these savage waniara were guilty of 
•ome of their usual acts of cmeltir. The Bostoni- 
ana, thus roused, sent a body of 600 men under 
Colonel Church, who soon regained the conntiy, 
with the exception of one fort on the St. John. He 
then called on the Acadisns to join him against the 
Indians, their former allies, and, on their refusal, 
laundered and burned man^ of their habitations. 
The situation of these colonists, while passing con- 
^ually from hand to hand, was truly lamentable. 
They were naturally and strongly attached to 
Fiance, their native country ; yet the Bn^h, after 
the raoat alight and partial conquest, claimed of them 
all the duties of British subjects, and, on failure, in- 
flicted tiie wonted penalties of rebellion. No at> 
tempts were made to wrest the province out of the 
hands of Britain till the treaty of Ry«wick in 1606, 
when William, having secured his most esaentisl 
ottjects, followed the usnsl policy of allowing the 
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Fiendi to rttaaw Uub dutiiit and littlA-Tabnd pos- 
Mssian.* 

TbJB peace wsa speedily succeeded, in 1708, by 
the memonbln war of the Spanish mccession under 
Queen Anne. That contest, distinguisbed in Eu- 
rope bj the victories o( Haiiborongh and otbM 
^uendid eTeots, was also markea by an increased 
importance attached to colonial acquisitions ; while 
the settlera in North America seemed to feel even 
more deetdy than tbeir conntrymen at home the 
animosity which dirided the two nations. The ig> 
norant and extravagant grants made by each party 
were found, as discovery extended, more and more 
to clash with each other, and afforded constant pre- 
texts for hostility. The reduction of Nova Scotia 
was again left to HasBachnsetts ; and she was en- 
coura^ to undertake it by the aaauiance that 
what should be gained by arms would not again be 
aacriflced by treaty. The firat expedition, which 
conaistedof OfiO meb, wasdeepatched in 1704 under 
Colond Church, #ho found littie resistance while 
comnitting ravages which did honour neither to 
himself nor his country. Three years afterward, a 
force of 1000 soldiera was sent to complete Uie con- 
qneat of the coimtry; but Subercase, the French 
commandant at Port Royal, conducted the defenee 
of that place with anch spirit and ability, that the 
assailants were twice oUiged to raise the siege with 
Bonsidenble loss. 

The determination of the New-Englanders, how- 
ever, coold not be shaken. After two years epeni 
in piq)aration, they assembled a much laner force, 
connsting of five regiments, four of them levied in 
the colony. It was placed under the command ot 
General Nicholson, who arrived at Port Royal <hi 
the S4th September, ITIO, when Subercase, with a 
garrison of only 300, declining to attempt a vain 

• HilitartMi, v(d. L, p. eo-TB. 
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mistaDoe, obtaiind an Honourable o^tnlation. 
The troops marched out with the hononre of war, 
and were conveyed to France. The deed of anr^ 
render, signed on the 3d October, forms the en 
when, after bo many viciBsitudes, Nova ScoUa waa 
permanently annexed to the British crown.* 

The intelligence of this disaster was received at 
Paris with a regret not before felt on similar occa^ 
aions; it being clearly foreseen, that if the coantrjr 
eould not be reconquered by force of arms, there 
was no hope of regaining it by treaty. Yet die ur- 
gent state of affairs in Europe rendered it impossi- 
ble to detach from that quarter any considerable 
expedition; and the governor of Canada was de- 
terred from hostile operations by a threatened in- 
vasion of his own territory. Overtures were made 
to the merchants of Rochelle to equip an arma* 
ment, which would be rewarded by large and prof- 
itable establishments on the coast; but they right- 
ly Jndged that the expense of such an enterprisa 
would be heavy, and tne profit doubtful. The En^ 
lish, however, were considerably harassed bv ri- 
sings among the native French and Indians, down 
to the peace of Utrecht in 1713. Although that 
treaty did not follil all that waa expected, it seciN 
red to Britain the full sovereignly of Nova Scotia, 
with the exception of Cape Breton and the other 
islands in the Gulf of St. Lawrence.t 

General Nicholson, who had conquered the coun- 
try, was in 1714 appointed governor, and Ave yeara 
alterwurd was succeeded by Colonel Phillips. The 
name of the capital was changed from Port Royal 
to Annapolis. But though the right of Britain to 
Nova Scotia was now fully acknowledged, she 
found it a possession not a httle troublesome. 
Attempts were made to attract settlers both from 
England and the American colonies ; but, owing to 

•Halibartoa,w4.l,p.S»«. tIlud■,^aMa. 
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the rigour of the cliniafe, knd the hostility of Uie 
two racea by which it w&s peopled, only a few 
could be induced to remain in the country. The 
regular population at that period, of whom 4000 
were males able to bear arms, conaiated of Acadi- 
ans of French descent, seUously attached to their 
Dative government, and in deep dismay at being 
transferred to another. They were,'DotwithstaQd- 
ing, treated with some Bhsre of liberality, being al- 
lowed either lo leave the country or take the oath of 
allegiance. The former step, however, would, they 
found, involve the loss of all their property i while 
to the latter they showed the Utmost reluctance. 
Ab all violent measures were prohibited, the dis- 
(nission remained for some time in suspense. At 
length a considerable number took the oath, thotigh 
with the avowed reservation of not being required 
to fight against their countrymen. They were not 
charged with any taxes, and were allowed still to 
trade with France and her dependencies. The 
fishery, however, was chiefly carried on by the 
Ne w-£nglanders. * 

The country was inhabited by another race, who 
had an earlier and a stronger claim to it. The In- 
dians were beyond measure aetonished on being in- 
formed that they were subjects of the King of Great 
Britain, transferred to him by a treaty to which 
they were not parties. They were aiways, it is 
admitted, warmly attached to the French, while 
they regarded the English with deadly hostility ; 8 
circumstance which must give rise to painful sua- 
picions respecting the conduct of the English to- 
wards this unfortunate race. On their inquiring 
whether such an arrangement had really been 
made, the French commanders informed them that 
they had never been mentioned in the treaty, and, 
conaequently, were considered an independent peo- 

* lUibiirbn, voL i, p, Vt-tt. 
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I^e : while the BritiBh maiDt«ined that they were, 
as a matter of course, made over along with the teis 
titoiy. The lodiana >et at naught due last conclu- 
sion, and carried on a long and desperate war, in 
which their rapid morementa and skill in the arts 
of surprise enabled them to gain many sdvantages. 
In 1720 they ^undered a large establishment at 
Caneean, carrying off fish and merchandise to die 
value of £30,000; and in 1733 they captured at 
the same place seventeen siul of vessels, with nu- 
merons pnsoners. The British inhabitants of Non 
Scotia were obliged to solicit the aid of Hassa* 
chuselts, which, in 1738, sent a body of troopa 
against the chief Indian fort on the Kennebec. It 
waa etonned, the warriors pursued with great 
slaughter, and Ball6, their Catholic missionary, put 
to death, it is alleged, with circumstances oi great 
cruelty. The savages were thus for some time 
overawed, though tbey only watched an opportu- 
nity of renewing hostilities." 

After an uouaually long peace, the habitual enmi- 
ty of the two nations broke out in a fresh war, d«- 
clared by France in March, 1774. Quesnel, gov- 
ernor of Breton, immediately fitted out expeditions 
which took Canseau, and twice laid siege to An- 
napolis, but without success. These movements 
were condemned by the court as premature, and 
tending to endanger the safety of Louisbour^, which 
was then ill prepared for defence. That city, well 
aituated for fishing, though in a barren country, 
had been forti6ed by the French at an expense of 
£1^00,000, with a view to make it the bulwark of 
their possessioDs in North America. It was sur- 
rounded by a stone wall two miles and a half in 
circuit, and by a ditch eighty feet wide. When, 
therefore, Shirley, governor of New-England, pro- 
potod to tho council the expediency of reducing it, 

TCLi., p. 101-100. 
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the plan was at first rejected as visionary; tliought 
on reconsideration, it was carried by a single vote. 
Extraordinary zeal, corresponding to the magnitude 
of the enterprise, was employed in the preparation ; 
and ^et the force destined against this great fortress, 
garnsoned by regular troops, consisted entirely of 
militia and volunteers, hastily levied and led on by 
Colonel William Pepperal, a gentleman extensive- 
ly engaged in commerce. Massachusetts furnished 
^200 men, Connecticut 600, and New Hampshire 
300. The army embarked in a number of small 
vessels, and early in April, 1745, arrived at Canseau. 
Here they were detained three weeks ; but the 
French were so little on their guard, that they 
learned nothing of the presence of an enemy even 
when in their close vicinity. Application had been 
made to Commodore Warren, then on the West 
India station, for the assistance of the fleet ; but, to 
Shirley's great disappointment, he did not consider 
himself authorized to lake such a step. This, how- 
ever, was concealed from the troops ; and on their, 
wrival at Canseau, they were gratified to Hud the 
commodore, who, ia consequence of subsequent in- 
structions, had come to Join them. On the 30th of 
April the English came m view of Louisbourg, and, 
being quite unexpected, easily effected a landing ; 
they even took a battery, and turned the guns 
against the city. They had, nevertheless, to sus- 
tain during a fortnight the laborious task of draw- 
ing cannon through a morass, where they were up 
to their knees in mud, and exposed to the enemy's 
fire. It was the SSth May before the batteries could 
be completed and active operations commenced; 
and sucn was the strength of the place, that the be- 
siegers were repulsed in five successive attacks, in 
the last of which they lost 189 men. But the works 
were now considerably damaged, and Warren hav- 
ing captured the Vigilant, a tine-of-battte ship, con- 
tuning 660 men ana Biqi[dieB, Duchwnbon, the gov- - 
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crabr, loM cmings, and capitulKted on Oie 18tb Jnoe. 
On viewing the strei^b of the fortreaa, the victors 
were perfectly astonished at their socceBa ; aad the 
French coramkader excused himself on account 
at the mutinans disposition of his gurison. The 
schierement was highly creditable to & body of 
merchants and huBbandmeD, destitute of either skiB 
or experience in military a^ra. The reduction of 
the island of St. John, now Prince Edward, soon 
followed, and, by hoisting the French flag from the 
c^>tnred forts, the colonists decoyed into them a 
Sotitb Sea vessel and two East India abipa, the car- 
goes of which were valued at £600,000.* 

Extraordinary chagrin was felt by the court of 
Lonis at a disaster for which they must have bent 
lilUe prepared. To retrieve it, an expedition was 
fitted ont on so great a scale as to render the Amep- 
ic&n seas for the first time the main theatre of war. 
It consisted of seventy alupe, including eleven of 
the line, having on board npward of 3000 disciplined 
troops. Being placed under the Duke d'Auville, aa 
oScer of great reputation, it was intended first to 
ledoce Loaisbon^, then* Annapolis, next Boston, 
afterward to range tlong the whole coast of North 
Aniefics, and finally to visit the West Indies. Ear- 
ly in the summer of 1746, the armament sailed from 
Brest, and passed unnoticed a British squadron 
placed to observe its motions. Admiral Lestocq 
left Portsmouth in pursuit, but was repeatedly driv> 
en back by contrary winds, and hence the colonies 
were left to depend on their own resources. Here, 
however, the good fortune of the French command- 
er terminated. He had a most tedious and tempest* 
uons passage, being ninety days in reaching Chebuc- 
to ; and by that time four ships of the line were so 
shattered as to be oUiged to return to Europe, while 
three, sent under Admiral Conflans by the West In* 

* • Haliboitni, vd. i., p. lOT-ISS. 
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diM, had towilied at the point of rendezroiu, but, not 
Andingthe fleet, had also set sail faomeward. D'An- 
Tille, overpowered, it should aeein, bj distreaa and 
diaappointment, died Buddeoly ; and Distonmelle, 
the vice-admiral, in a fevr days became delirious, 
and ran himself through the body. Intheae calam- 
itous circumstances it was out of the question to 
attempt Louisbourg ; but De la Jonqui^re, Eovernor 
of Canada, having assumed the command, determin- 
ed to proceed against Annapolis. lu rounding C^ie 
Sable, however, he had to sustain a fresh tempest, 
which so dispersed and injured the lemaining ships 
of the fleet, that they instantly steered for ^irope. 
Thus this mighty armament, which was expected 
to efitet the conquest of all North America, was 
cf>inpletely baffled, without striking a blow or meet- 
ing an enemy. The colonists regarded it as a spe- 
cial interposition of Providence, and celebrated the 
event by a general thanksgiving. 

The French, however, were indefatigable. De la 
Jonqui^re was immediately sent out with thirty- 
eight sail ; but havinc on hie way encountered Ad- 
mirals Anson and ^V arret), he was completely de- 
feated, losing a ship of the line and sis richly Wen 
East ludiamen which he had under convoy. The 
settlers then could not allow themselves to doubt, 
that in the treaty now negotiating, Cape Breton and 
Louisbourg, so important for the safety as well as 
compactness of their territory, would be secured to 
them. But the British ministry, with a view to pre- 
serve entire the possessions of their ally, the em- 
press queen, and to maintain the balance of power 
in Europe, agreed to restore these conquests. How- 
ever sound might be this policy in itself, its result 
could not fail to prove very mortifying to the Amei^ 
ican provincials, who had made the acquisition W 
■o bnlliant an exertion of courage and enterprise.* 

• Hilibaitm, vol i^ p. 121-131. • 
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Briton now be^ to pay mora attentron to Nora 
BcDtia. Hitherto it haa been quite a Franch coud- 
by, peopled imd cultivated througbout by tb&t ho^ 
tile uatioa. It was suggested, that of the lai^e num- 
ber of soldiers and sailors discharged in consequence 
of the peace, a part might with great advantage be 
located as agricalturists, and thereby provide the 
ixloay with an English population. This project 
was embraced with ardour oy the Earl of Halifax, 
then prasident of the Board of Trade and Planta- ' 
tions. Fifty acres were allowed to every private, 
with ten additional for each member of h'lB family. 
A higher allowance was granted to officers in pro- 
portion to their rank, till it amounted to 600 for all 
above that of captain. By this encouragement, 3760 
adventurers, with theit families, were induced to 
embark in May, 1749. They were landed, not ai 
Annapolis, but at Chebucto, named henceforth Hal- 
ifax, after the patron of the expedition. Tbouirh 
situated in a country leas fertile and as yet wholly 
uncultivated, it was considered more favourable for 
trade and fishery ; and as £40,000 had been voted 
for the transport of the settlers, they were convey- 
ed in the most comfortable manner. Yet they could 
not avoid being somewhat appalled, when, on their 
first arrival, they beheld a scene, grand and beauti- 
ful indeed, but consisting only of an unbroken im- 
mensity of forest, which it was incumbent on them 
to remove before their possessions coald be of anv 
value. The only iDbabitants visible were smsiU 
bands of savages, who glanced on them a jealous 
and hostile eye, and then fied into the interior. 
The Honourable Edward ComwalUs, who had been 
appointed governor, nevertheless inspired the aet- 
tlers with a spirit of activity and emulaiion ; planlu 
and other materials were procured from New-Eng- 
land ; and, before winter, a neat wooden town, with 
spaciona and regular streets, had been reared. The 
enforced idleoesa of that season was not alittle dao- 
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gnonB to muiy of the immigruiU. However, a 
strict police was eatkbliahed ; ttie gorernmeat wag 
lodged in B council of six, who, unitiag the execn- 
tire with legislative and judicial functions, foimed 
a somewhat aibitrary body ; but there weie scarce- 
Ij materials as yet for any other. PaiiianMiit 
continued to support the colony by anonal giaats, 
which in 1755 had amounted to the euonoous sum 
■of je4l6.S84.» 

Although the settlers seemed thus firmly estab- 
lished, they soon found themselvea in an uneasy 
sad diSBcult position. The Indians made at firat 
some friendly overtures; bat the influence of their 
old allies ia said to have soon determined them to 
resume a system of the most active hostility. The 
English, notwithstanding their military habits, wera 
ill prepared to meet the desultory warfare of ene- 
inies who, stealing through the depth of swamps and 
thickets by paths which none but themselves could 
tread, speared, struck the blow, and vaniahed. 
They even made attacks upon Halifax; and the 
colonists could not remove from that jdace singly 
or in small parties, for extendiDg or imMoving their 
settlement, without imminent peril. When made 
captive, their fate was dreadful ; scalping, torture, 
and death ; or, if spared, they were dragged by long 
marches thton;^ irackleea forests, suffering intoler- 
able hardships. Many were carried to Louisbonrf , 
where they were purchased as an article of mer- 
chsndise. The French professed themselves actu- 
ated solely by a wish to save them from the dread- 
ful fate that otherwise awaited them ; yet these ten- 
der feelings, it was observed, never prevented them 
from extortmg most exorbitant ransoms. There is 
great reason to believe, that no means were em- 
ployed to eoncUiste this unfortunate and injured 
race. It was determined to treat ihcm, not at rego^ 

• HalibOTtai, vsL i., p. iw-lis. 
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lu anflmin, bot u tnjtora and rabob; and that 
they might be nvalled in bubarily' a price was put 
upon Indiaa scalps. 

AnoUier Gircumatsnce which placed the colony 
in an onesay aitaation, was the boundaiy cooiesli 
with France. The government of Louie contended 
that the Britieh dominion extended only, as the name 
of Nova Scotia now does, over the peninsula eepar- 
sted from the continent by the Bays of Fnndy and 
Chjgnecto ; while, according to the English, it reach- 
ed from the St. Croix to the St. Lawrence, and tbne 
included all that large and fine country nOw named 
New-Brunswick. As the question has been long 
■ince aettled by conquest and treaty, it it needless 
to enter into the arguments adduced ay both parties ; 
but each at the time maintained them with the ut- 
most pertinacity. The French, in support of theirs, 
•ent detachments which, aided by strong bodies of 
Indians and a few Acadiana, erected the fort of Beau 
Sejonr on the neck of the peninsula, and snolher on 
the river St. John. The governor hereupon sent 
Major Lawrence with a detachment of troops to dis- 
lodge them fh>m the former position ; but finding it 
too strong, he retired ; and on his return with aug- 
menied force, was only able to drive in the out- 
posts, and erect a counter-fort to keep the adver- 
■ary in check. The conrt of St. James made loud 
complaints touching these encroachments; while 
that of Paris, unwilling aa yet to commit itself in 
open hostility, dismissed a few Ei^lisb prisoners, 
nod made a vague promise of sending mstmcti(»a 
to the governor of New France to abstain from every 
offenuveetep. Hostile feelings, however, continued 
to ferment, and fTesh canses of dissension arose, 
till, in Annl, 1765, Adnu^ Boscawen commenced 
the war by captirinf several vessels on the coast 
of Newfonndland. Rostilittea having thus begun, a 
force was immediately fitted out ftom New-Eng- 
land, nnder lisuienant-colond Monokton, to dis- 
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lodge the enemy from their newlr-erecled fortsv 
That officer loRded on the 4th June, and having 
forced a Btrong intreacfament, invested Beau S^oni, 
which wae carried by mere bombaidroent in four 
days, the garrison bein^ allowed to retire to Lonis* 
boui^. He reduced wtth still neater ease another 
stronghold in which they had placed their chief 
magazine, and thence sent a squadron to.tiie poet 
on the St. John, which was found abandoned.* 

The campaign had thus opened with complete 
success ; but in other quarters its events were much 
less auspicious. General Braddock having been sent 
at the head of a strong force to invade Canada, 
was defeated with the almost entire loss of bis army. 
In Europe, too, the war began unfavour^ly; while 
the powerful re-enforcements sent by the I^uch to 
Louisbourg and other posts in America, gave much 
reason to apprehend an invasion of Nova Scotia, 
where they would tiud a friendly population, both 
European and Indian. These circumstances cer^ 
tainly placed the government there in a critical sit- 
uation, and afforded a slight paUiation of the inha- 
man step upon which they determined. The Aca- 
dians, as the Frendi settlers were called, amounted 
at that period to 17,000 or 18,000. They had culti- 
vated a consideratde extent of land, possessed about 
60,000 head of cattle, and lived in a state of simple 
plenty. They were a peaceful, industrioos, and 
amiable race, almost exactly similar to the habitmi* 
of Canada, whom we have already described. They 
made no secret of the deep attachment which they 
still cherished for their native country, and had re- 
sisted every invitation to bear arms against it. A 
few individUBls had joined the Indians, and abont 
300 were taken in the forts, all of whom.on account 
of alleviating circumstances, had obtained pardon. 
But these were only exceptions ; the great body OT 

• IWibartia],'TDl. i., p. 10-1S8. 
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the Acadians remuned tranqoillj ^occupied in ths 
cultivation of their lands. Yet in a cODOcil held on 
the subject, Admirals Boscswen and Hostvn, vith 
Governor Lairrence, formed the ruthless detenni- 
nation to tear the whole of this peo^e from their 
homes, and scatter them through the different prov- 
inces of America. Their lands, houses, and cattle 
were, mthont any alleged crime, declaced to be for- 
feited ; and they were only allowed to carry wiUi 
them their money and household fumttnre, both of 
extremely small unount. Treachery was necessary 
to render this tyraimicsl acbeme effective. The na- 
tives of each district were commanded to meet at 
a certain place and day on orgsnt hnsineaa, the na- 
ture of which was carefully conceded; and when 
they were all assembled, the drasdful mandate wai 
pronounced, small parties of them only being allow- 
ed to return for a short time to make the necessary 
S reparations. They appear to have listened to their 
oom with unexpected resignation, making only 
mournful and aolemn af^Mats, which were wholly 
disregarded. When, however, the moment of em- 
barcation arrived, the young men. who were placed 
in front, absolutely refused to move ; uid it required 
files of soldiers with Dzed bayonets to secure ob^ 
dienee. No arrangements had been made for their 
location elsewhere, nor was anv compensation of- 
fered for the large property of which they wore now 
deprived. They were merely thrown on the coast 



at different points, and compelled to trust to the 
charity of the inhtU)itants, who did not allow any 
of them to be absolnlely starved. Still, thronga 



hardship, distress, and chaoge of cbmate, a great 

Sroportion of them perished. So eager was their 
esire to return, that those sent to Georgia had set 
out, and actually reached New-YoA, when they 
were arrested. They addressed a pathetic repre- 
sentation to the English Government, in vhich, 
quoting the noM wlemn tnuioB and dectaratiDns, 
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they prared that their treatment had twen as hitb- 
lesB as it iraa crael. No attention, howerer, was 

Eaid to this docnment, which, we ahonld be glad to 
eheve, never reached Lord Chatham. 
Not withstanding the baiharoua diligence wilb 
which this mandate was executed, it is not snppased 
that the number actually deported exceeded 7000. 
The reat fled into the depth of the forests, or to 
the nearest French settlements, enduring incraliUe 
hardships. To guard against the return of the hap- 
less fugitives, the government reduced to ashes their 
habitations and property, laying waste their owo 
lands with a fury exceeding that of theii moat sav- 
age enemy. In one distnct 963 bouses were 8t 
once in a blaze. The Acadians, flrem the heart of 
the woods, beheld all they possessed consigned to 
destruction ; yet they made no movement till the 
devastators wantonly set their chapel on in. They 
then rushed forward in desperation, kilted about 
thirty of the incendiaries, and then tiastened back to 
their hiding-place.* 

We tarn now to a more pleasing theme. The 
reverses sustained at the commencement of hostiU 
ities roused sn extraordinary spirit in the nation. 
This was most ftdly seconded by William Pitt, who, 
elevated by the pablic voice to the helm of i^airs, 
b^an in 1757 his splendid ministerial career. He 
immediately prepared to carry on the warwith the ut- 
most vigour ; and as colonial rivalry between Britain 
and France was then at its heif^t. North America be- 
came its main theatre. Early in 17&T, aa army of 
abonl WOO men from Bn^aod, and 6000 Arom New. 
Yoik, had been assembled at Halifax imder Lord 
Loudoun, with a view to attack Louisbonrg ; but the 
accounts, seemingly exaggerated, of the great force 
assembled at that place, deterred him from making 
flie ftttempt. The enemy, meantime, took adniu 
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tage of thia concentntioD of the Englith, to obtain 
posBessioD of Lakes Champlain and George, and of 
all the country in their vicinity. 

Pitt, immediately on his accession to power, 
wrote circular letters to the colonies, urging them to 
the most vigorous exertion, and promising active 
co-operation from the mother country. Karly in 
the following year Admiral Boscawen went out with 
a powerful fleet and an army under Major-general 
Amherst. The provincials also did their dnty ; and 
in Hay, 1768, an armament of 150 sail and 14,000 
troops were assembled at Hali&z, whence they took 
their departure on the aatfa of that month, and on 
the Sd of June anchored near Louisbourg. That 
place was defended bjr nearly 3000 men, six ships 
of the line, and five frigates, three of which were 
sunk at the mouth of the harbour, with the view of 
blocking up its entrance. Amherat bad under him 
Generals Lawrence and Whitmore; but Wolfe, 
ttiough in a subordinate station, was already select- 
ed as the man who was to undertake the most ar- 
duous services. While the two former made only 
a show of landing, the real attack in another quarter 
was totrusied to him. His troops were very much 
exposed ; and the enemy, reserving their fire till 
the Bnghsh were near the shore, opened on them a 
most tremendous discharge of cannon and musketry, 
which did great execution, and sunk a number of 
the boats. The soldiers, however, cheered and an- 
imated by their brave commander, pushed forward, 
gained the beach, and soon drove tneir antagonists 
before them. The stores and artillery were then 
landed; and the next object was to occupy a poet 
whence tiie fortress could be most advantageously 
assailed. Wolfe, with sooo men, attacked and 
([uickly carried it : upon which strong batteries were 
immediately erected, and opened with powerful ef- 
fect. Steady and regular approaches were now 
w*de, aad the watii bwan to be aeiionaty dunaged. 
£8 
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A Btrikin; Mcident at thiffcrins Avonred the Brtt^ 
isb. One of the lugwt of the enemy'B sbipe blew 
up with a dreadful exploaion ; and the flame was 
^eedily oomnnmicaied to two otfaen, which were, ia 
K ahort time, comirietely reduced to aehes. Admits 
BoBCBweo then employed a flotilla of boats with 600 
men to enter the harbour, and attadc two abipa of the 
line atationed there. "Hub darins enterpiiae cont- 
{rietely ancceeded ; the other waa bronght oot in tri- 
umph, QDder the Are of the batteries. The loss in 
this gallant exploit was only atxleen killed and 
wounded. The French commander, seeing the fleet 
annihilated, the harbonr in possession of the aasait- 
anta, and aereral breaehea m the walla, considered 
it impossible to protract the defence. He proposed 
a capitulation, which was agreed to and Ngned on 
the seth of July, 17S8, by which himself and hia 
whole garrison surrendered as prisoners of war.* 

Immediately after this success, a detachment of 
troops under Uentenant-«olonel Lord Rollo took 
poBsesnon of St. John's Island; and above 4000 
Acadians who were found there instantly proffered 
their submission. The succeeding campaign was 
directed entirely against Canada ; and, by a brilliant 
union of sldU arid valour, it terminated, as already 
stated, in the complete conquest of that country. 
Nova Scotia suffered nothing from the war farther 
than B groundless panic excited in 1761 by tbe land- 
ing and partial success of some French troops in 
Newfbnndland. But so great was the alarm, that 
the ffovemment ordersd the small remnant of the 
Acadians to be collected and shipped off for Msasa* 
chusetts. The people of that colony, howerer, poa* 
Itively refused to incur any addition to the heavy 
expense already sustained through these unfortunate 
exiles, and the ships were obliged to carry them 
back to Halifax. On the 3d November, ITflS, th« 
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ineltmiiiBTr tra&ty wis aigned, and the dellaitive 
peace was concluded at Paris on the lOUi February, 
1763. AithoDgh its tBrms did not in ever; respect 
satisfy the nation, yet, in regud to North America, 
France was competied to transfer to her victorioui 
rival all her poBseuiona on that continent.* 

Meantime the best efforts of the goTemment were 
lued to extond the progreas of cultivation and aeW 
tlemenl, though all thev could do was insufficient to 
fill up the dreadful blank wluch they themselves had 
made. Even before the war, a very considerable 
body of Germans had been induced, through liberal 
promiaes from George II., to emigrate to Nova 
Scotia ; .and on their artival at Halifax they were, 
to the number of 1453, transported to a place 
named from their country Lunenburg, where lands 
were assigned to them. Though, Tike the other 
colonists, they had long and severe contests with 
the Indians, in the course of some years Ihey brought 
their establishment into a flourishuig condition. As 
aoon as the triumphant issue of the war in Canada 
admitted of the disbanding of a considerable part of 
the military force, the British ministry wished to 
locate them on the baltivated lands from which the 
Acadians had been expelled. Governor Lawrence, 
however, objected in the etrongeBt terms to this plan, 
urging that it would be attended with great expense, 
and that they would form of all others the least 
steady and useful settlers. He thought it wiser to 
circulate proposals in the agricultural colonies as 
well as the mother country, offering 100 acres to 
every head of a family, with 50 additional to each 
of ita other members. In return, they were only re- 
quired, after the expiry of a certain period, to pay a 
quit-rent of one shilling per acre, ana to enclose and 
bring under cultivation a third part every ten years, 
■0 UuU the whole might be completed in thirty. 
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Ererf Protestant sect was allowed foD liberty of 
conscience, with Treedom from every tax for sup- 
porting the EstabliBfaed Church ; but no license was 
given to papist*. These offers were favourably re- 
ceived. Boston furnished 300 etnigrEuite, Rhode 
Island 100, New- London 100, and Plymouth 180 ; 
in all, 660. Ireland also sent 300 ; and from that 
country there came a continued succession of set* 
tiers, though the influx from New- England, was l^ 
no means supported at its original rate. 

After the peace, the case of the Acadians natu- 
rally came nnder the view of eoverument. Not the 
slightest advantage had been derived from their bar- 
barous treatment, as the country had never become 
the theatre of war; and there remained no longer s 
pretext for continuing the persecution. Yet Gov- 
ernor Wilmot had the inhumanity to propose that 
thev should be sent to the West Indies, where death 
probably would soon have freed their masters from 
any farther trouble. The administration at home, 
with a more equitable spirit, aJlowed them to return, 
and to receive lands on taking the customary oaths. 
This act of justice, however, was as imperfect as tar- ' 
dy ; since they received neither the property of which 
they had been plundered, nor any compensation. 
Nevertheless, a considerable number did return; 
though in ITTS the wiiole body was found to be only 
3100; and of these, SOO belonging to Cape Breton 
were probablyorigina] settlers on that island or refu- 
gees to it. Thirteen hundred, then, were the poor 
remains of 17,000 or 1B,000 who had composed this 
once flourishing colony ; and yet, though left with 
nothing but their own industry, they have bronght 
themselves iuto as thriving a state as befAe. The 
number of English inhabitants in that year was re- 
ported to the Board of Trade at 17,000, making In 
all 18,300. Before the war, however, the French 
alone were estimated at that amount, excluslv* of 
the British populuioD, who mnrt hKve been 6000 or 



BIBTOIT or HOTA ICOTIA. ST 

7000 ; so that Nora Scotia had not yet neorered to 
the Ml extent the lou occasioned by the expohnon 
of so many of her people,* 

It may be proper to mention, that some time be- 
fore the taking of Louisbourg, Governor Lawrence 
bad formed the resolalion of granting to the colony 
the boon of a repreeentaliTe Assembly. The quali- 
ficatioa wu the posseesioa of a freehold ; the ori* 
ginal nnmber of members was twenty-two ; but pro- 
Tision was made for admitting the smaller townships, 
and those to be afterward erected. The House of 
Assembly, thus constituted, met at Halifax on the Sd 



the goYernor. Two measDres snggeated by him 
vere, however, passed over witbont notice ; one to 
provide for the expense of the local goremment ; 
the other to confirm the previous le^slative acts of 
the council, leaving room for addition sod amend- 
inent. Disputes soon arose with that body as to tha 
forma of procedure, which they insisted should not 
•be servilely co[>ied rrom the British Parliament, and 
not conducted in the French language. Tbey than 
proceeded to the unwelcome measure of demanding 
B list of all fees received in the various departments 
of government. This was conceded in every in- 
stance, except thobe of the Admiralty, as being en- 
acted tinder the sanction of the Board in Englaiid. 
The Assembly, however, voted this refusal to he a 
' highcontemptoftbeirprivileges, and expressed their 
belief that it arose from the interest wtiich certain 
members of the council had in those fees, which 
they insisted were most exorbitant. But the exec- 
utive anthority did not yield. The Assembly also 
passed a bill disqualifying persona enjoying situa- 
tions of emolument under government from sitUog 
in either honae; bnt this measure, aimed directly 
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mi the conncil, was negaU*«d by them. Notwith- 
aUnding these dissensions, a considerable nnmber 
of useful laws were paaaed by mutual conaent.* 

In 1761, the British placed themseiTes for the firet 
time in amicable relations with the Indian tribes. A 
treaty was concluded with Argimault, chief of th« 
Honguash, at the " great talk" leading to which, both 
the legiBlative bodies, as well aa the magiatratea and 
pnblic officers, were present The natirea agreed 
finalfy to bary the hatcbet, and to accept George III., 
instead of the king fonn«iy owned by them, as their 

rt father and friend. The premient boasted of 
lenity with which they had been treated ; and, 
vhatever may have formerly taken place, there was 
DOW a aincere desire to follow a conciliatory course. 
As complaiDta against the traders, by whom they 
aeem to have been overreached, hsA formed th« 
chief excitement to vindictive measures, govern- 
ment determined to take this traffic into their own 
handa. Officers were appointed for its management, 
and by agreement with die chiefs, pricea were ^- 
Sxed to the different descripiions of fora. Thia ar.^ 
rangement, however, was liable to many objections, 
and baa not been peraevered in.f 

Britain, with regard to her bold oa that country, 
waa placed in a critical situation during the long and 
arduous contest which issued in the independence of 
her older coloniea. The apprehensions from this 
source, however, proved happily unfounded. The 
stamp act in 1766, and the tea-duties in 1TB7, were 
both submitted to without opposition. The circular 
letter of the Massachusetts Assembly in 1768 was 
seat to that of Nova Scotia, but, through the influ- 
ence of the governor, no notice waa taken of it. Id 
1770 a considerable ferment appears to have prevail- 
ed, since, by a reaolution of the public aothoritiea, 
" town meetings for diacuasing qneationa relating to 
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Uw and goreniiiient" were declared illegal, and 
prosecutions threatened against such aa should at- 
tend tbem. In 1775, when hoitUitiea actually broke 
out, an unfortunate altercatiou arose betveea the 
governor and Aasembly. The former, remarking 
on the inconveoience occaaioned by the freq^uent 
^isence of the members, proposed to obviate it by 
reducing the quorum from twelve to nine, and ma- 
king four new ones for the town and county of Hal- 
ifax ; but the House indignantly repelled the sngges- 
tion as replete with mischief and subversive of real 
representation, since with a dependant council and 
the majority of such a quorum, his excellency would 
poasesa a power completely dictatorial. The meas- 
ure was not persisted in, and the colony disfdayed, 
on the whole, a spirit decidedly loyal. A declara- 
tion of attachment to government and determina- 
tioo to defend it was numerously signed; aeverat 
companies of militia were called into active service ; 
and measures were taken to raise a complete regi- 
ment. To conciliate the Acadians, it was resolved 
to employ them uniformly as courieis, paying them 
at a liberal nte, and a small corps of them was ini- 
bodied for the general defence. The United Amer- 
icans, however, having apparently overrun the great- 
er part of New- Brunswick, attempted hostile opera- 
tions against Nova Scotia, both by the peninsnla and 
the St. John; and in September, 1775, they burned 
the fort at the mouth of that river. Next year they 
induced the Indians in the same quarter to agree to 
furnish 600 warriors ; but Mr. Michael Franckiin prel 
vailed on the latter to withdraw from this en^«- 
ment, and to conclude a treaty of peace with Eng- 
land. In 1779 that people again assembled on this 
river in great numbers, and in a menacing attitude; 
but they were appeased by promises of presents ; 
and this was the last threat of an Indian war.* 
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Dnrii^ the ooDe period ftttttnpts wen made 
against the fort of Cnmberland, which command* 
the peninsula at the head of the basin of that name. 
The Americans were joined by sorae malecontente, 
and disaSectioii appears to have spread through the 
Burrounding lerritohea. The people in ihe district* 
of Truro, Onslow, and Londonderry, havins been' 
called upon to take the oath of allegiance, all refu- 
sed except five, and their deputies were in conse- 
quence excluded from the House of Aaaembly. No 
Eerious rising, however, took place. Two whale- 
boats, despatched by the Americana in November, 
1777, earned off a valuable ship out of the harbour 
of Fictou ; but they were beaten and the ressel I9- 
taken by Lieutenant Keppel. 

For some time after the year 177S the colony did 
sot advance, but rather declined { a circumstanoe 
which has been ascribed to unfortunate speculationa 
ill land. The population in 1771 if% aalimated not 
to exceed 13,000. The tennination, however, in 
17B3, of the American war, sepaeating from Britain 
all the more southern colonies, produced a prodi' 
gious iaOux of refugeea. The number who arrived 
prior to September was reckoned at 18,000, and 
300O more Wded in the following month. Many 
of these new citisana posaeaaed considerable prop- 
erty, as well as regular and industrious babita ; a» 
that they formed a moat important acquisitiML 
Several additional townships were erected; Sh^ 
bnme, before almoct entirely deserted, rapidly ac- 

!|uired upward of 10,000 inhabitanta; emigrantB 
ram Nantucket established a whale-fiahery at Dart- 
mouth ; while saw and giist mills were established 
in variouB parts of the province. A considerabto 
proportion of these settlers directed their com-ae to 
the region beyond, the peninsula, which, thereby ac> 
quiring a great increase of importance, was in 1784 
erected into a distinct government under the title 
0f New-Bnmswick. Cape Breton wu alto Mpur- 
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aMd bom NoTs Bootia, where conaideraUe diant- 
itfoction WB8 fell at its jnTisdictioa being so much 
reduced. Still the popuUtion of the pTOvince, aa 
stated by Governor Parr, in the year juat mention- 
ed, waa 90,400 ; and in diis very imperfect eatioMta, 
while Halifax was only rated at 1300, Lunnenbeq 
and Liverpool were altogether omiued : ao that the 
whole nmnber could acarcely have fallen abort of 
30,000." 

Nora Scotia, during the following years, present- 
ed few of those vicissitudes which afford materials 
for history ; but she made continued advances under 
a succession of popular goTemors. In 1785 her in- 
creased importance waa acknowledged by tbe ee- 
tablistunent of a regular line of packets between 
Falmouth and Hahfax. In IT87,on the recommend- 
ation of tbe government at home, tbe Assembly 
brought under review the means of diffusing educa- 
tion ; and an acaAmy, afterward converted into a 
college, was founded and endowed at Windsor. 
The only sehouB cause of discontent appears to 
have been tbe conduct of the supreme judges, whom 
tbe Assembly, from 1786 to 1790, first complained 
of, and then impeacbed. Their measures, however, 
were opposed by the local council ; and the matterf 
being Snidly referred to bis majesty, seems to have 
ended without any practical ruult. Tbe coloniMa 
appear to have been highly delighted by a visit in 
17B7 from his late majesty when an officer in the 
navy, and afterward by the residence for some year* 
in a miUtaiy command of Prince Edwaj^, diue of 
Kent, father to the reigning queen. The latter, on 



In 1793, Governor Parr, after being ten years in 
ofice, was succeeded 1^ John Wentwoith, created 

• HiUbarloi, ml it, p. 3Se-2es. WQntot, vd. ii.. p. oa 
t H^ttHm«n,ToLiL,p.M»-zro. ll-GMsor,*«Lii.,f M- 
ToL. U,— F 
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K baronet in 1795, and who gave equil satii&Gtioii. 
The long war with France', which broke out in 1793, 
conferred much additional importance on the covn- 
try, through the great value of Halifax as a naval 
Btation. Having become the rendezvous of the 
fleets employed in America, many rich prizes wer» 
brought into this port; and this favourahle state of 
things was scarcely at alt interrupted during th« 
short interval of peace which followed the treaty of 



Nothing worth notice wpears to have occurred 
till 180S, when Sir John Wentworth was succeeded 
by Sir George Prevost. This governor is coneid* 
ered as having done a good deal to improve dio 
colony, by opening roads, encouraging industry, 
founding schools, and placing the militia on a better 
footing. In I80B-9 he was absent about five months, 
assisting in the capture of Martinique. Being pro- 
moted in IBII to the government of Canada, he was 
ancceeded by Sir John Coape Sherbrooke, alao 
considered an able ruler.* 

The war with the United Slates, which broke out 
in IBIS, materially advanced the prosperity of Nova 
Scotia. Halifax, as a naval station, became mora 
important than ever; numerous prizes were car- 
ried in, by the sale of which large fortunes were 
made. This, no doubt, was a somewhat ephemeral 
source of wealth, and was followed by a severe re- 
verse ; yet the property thereby acquired was after- 
ward invested in more permanent objects. Scarcely 
any of the evils of war were felt, the government 
of Maine having expressed a wish to observe neu> 
tialitv on the New-Brunswick frontier, a proposal 
wbicn was readily acceded to ; so that, though the 
mihtia were ordered to hold themselves in readiness, 
their services were not required. In Aoguat and 
September, 1811, an expedition was sent against th« 

• Haliborhn, veL ii-, p. 9T1-3S9. H'Grarn. vol- n-i p. M> 
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AmericBQ coast, which, without bloodshed, took tbe 
fort of Csstiae on the Penobscot. All this, hower«r, 
was restored at the peace.* 

la December of uie same year, tbe war, with its 
temporary advantages to this country, was termi- 
nated by the treaty of Gheat. In 1818, Sir J. O. 
Sherbroolie was transferred to the government of 
Canada, when the legislature voted jCIOOO to pre- 
sent him nith a sword. His place in Nova Scotia 
was filled by the Earl of Dalhousie, who proved also 
extremely popular. The foundation of the college 
bearing nis name, and of a central board for the 
promotion of agriculture, distinguished bis adrainis- 
tration. Being in 1620 promoted to Quebec, his 
duties were confided to Sir James Kempt, under 
whose rule the people still considered themselves 
hiap^iy.f In 1828, he was, in the usual course of 
service, raised to the government of Canada, and 
bis office filled by Sir Peregrine Haitland. That 
gentleman, after governing six years, was succeeded 
By Sir Colin Campbell, a distinguished companion 
in arms of the Diuie of Wellington. Under thess 
governors the country has continued steadil; to 
advance in wealth and prosperity. 

Some discontents have lately been expressed as 
to the composition of the council ; but the demands 
on this subject have been, to a great extent, com- 
plied with ; and the people have displayed the most 
decided loyalty on occasion of the late Canadian 



Caps Bsetos, called by the French L'IsIe Roy- 
ale, is a large island immediately adjacent to Nova 
Scotia, aud non forming one of its counties. It lies 
between 45° 37' and 47° 5' north latitude, and be- 
tween 50° 38* and 61° SC west longitude, its great- 
est length being about 100 miles, and its extreme 

i.,p.M,88. 
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width 60- It compriMi m area of about two inEll> 
iona of acres. 

The whole circuit, with the exception of the west 
coast, is singularly irregular, diToisified by deep 
bays and long promontories. A larre portion is 
even filled by a Mediterranean Sea, called the Bras 
d'Or, commnnicating with the Atlantic by two nar- 
row channels, itself spreading irregularly, and bro- 
ken into almost innumerable bays of every size and 
shape. At one point it approaches within less than 
a mile of the opposite coast, dividing the island into 
two peninsulas connected by that narrow isthmus. 
Cape Breton is thus forpied into two divisions, 
southern and northern, of which the first is not 
mach above a third of the other in extent; yet, 
from its happy situation and noble harbours, it has 
been the seat of the earliest and moat flourishing 
■ettlementa.* 

The surface of Cape Breton generally resemblei 
that of Nova Scotia, oeing broiten and tully, yet no- 
where rising to Alpine dimensions. This is particu- 
larly the case with the southern division, none of 
whose eminences are supposed to exceed 800 feet; 
but in the more northern portion, the land grsdusll^ 
swells, till it presents to the ocean the formidable 
cliffofCapEnfuni^ (Smoky Cape). The proportioo 
of fertile land is said to be fully as great as in Nova 
Scotia. Mr. Hsliburton estimates that, of the entire 
surface of 3,000,000 sores, 800,000 may consist of 
small lakes, barrens, and swamps, leaving 1,300,000 
fit for culiivation. Of these, between 700,000 and 
800,000 have been granted or occupied, so that there 
remains from 400,000 to 500,000 open for settle- 
ment. Extensive beds of excellent coal, large quar- 
ries of gypsum, and important iron mines not yet 
worked, rank among the leading advantages of this 
fslaiid.t 
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The climste nearly resembles tbat of tbe •^jtcent 
continent. Tbe heavy fogs, bo we ver, do not sweep 
along so large a portion of its coast, but are con- 
fined to that which faces the southeast, while tbe 
remainder generally enjoys a serene sky. It is, at 
the same time, more moist and also more TariaMe 
than that of Canada, The frosts of winter, though 
equally intense, are frequentty interrupted by strong 
and sudden thaws, which are extremely incon- 
Tenient. 

This island was early and long occupied by tbe 
French, being eren, as we have seen, restored to 
tiiem after Nova Scotia had been finally ceded. 



Lawrence, was considered tbe bulwark of Canada, 
and also as securing their communication with the 
West Indies. When Britain became final mistress 
of the territory, she viewed it rather as a post from 
which her enemy must be excluded, than one 
whence she herself could derive much advantage. 
The fortifications of Louisbourg were razed to Uie 

Sound. Its ruins form a singular spectacle in the 
9W World, where everything is usually found ad- 
vancing. The place, indeed, has been so completely 
swept away, that some attention is necessary to 
discover even the outline of the principal buildings. 
The walls were blasted with gunpowder ; the ma- 
terials of its edifices were carried away for the con- 
struction of Halifax and other towns on the coast; 
and the whole is now invested with a covering of 
turf and moss. Yet, by the aid of a guide, it is still 

fossible to trace the contour of the plan, though 
roken by wide gaps, and the foundations of the 
batteries ; even the sunken ships may in calm 
weather be discerned at the mouth of the harbour. 
The capacious casements, once filled with instru- 
nents of destruction, now afiford shelter to a few 
■heep tiiat feed un (he sward above tbem. Th« 
PS 
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BiuTonndiDg country is barren ; yet, caniideiiDg tli« 
noble harbour, the numeroaB rills of fresh water, 
and the advantages or situation, it seems unac- 
countable that nothing should be iefl but a few 
flahermen's huts. It would almost seem as if set- 
tlers were deterred by the gloomy contrast between 
its present desolation and the commercial activity, 
as well as naval and military pomp, which it for- 
merly exhibited.* 

The productive capacities of this island were for 
a long time much underrated. It was not till 1800 
that they were discovered by the Scottish High- 
landeis, who then began an immigration which has 
continued at the rate of from several hundreds to 
npward of a thousand annually. They now greatly 
outnumber the original Acadians; and these two 
races, with a remnant of Indians and a fen Ameri- 
can loyalists, formed in 1837 a. population of 1S,000, 
at present probably amounting to at least 33,000. 
They have occupied all the coasts both of the sea 
and of the Bras d'Or, where they combine the occu- 
pations of agriculture and fiahing. For this last the 
winding shores and numberless bays of Cape Bre- 
ton afford facilities scarcely equalled in any other 
part of the world ; besides which, they have ready 
access to the great banks of Newfoundland and Lab- 
rador. Although their industry still operates in a 
very imperfect degree, they export a considerable 
quantity of fish, some lumber and coal, and even 
afford a supply of com and cattle to the markets of 
H^ifax and Newfoundland. 

The mineral products of Nova Scotia are exten- 
sive and valuable, forming already a large profwrtion 
of its exports, and promising to rise rapidly in im- 
portance. Coal, the most useful of any, particn- 
l&ily abounds, and has its value greatly enhanced 
by the great demand for it over the whole Ameii- 

•IiaUlmrt«,Tiil.tt.,p.3t4,»a. |t'Bnsai,voLi,p.38a.jaS. 
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can eontiaent. The chief bed, on the northern 
coast, near Pictou, is estimated to comprehend aa 
area of about 100 square miles ; bat this space is in- 
tersected by large dikes, and iniemipted hyfaulu, 
so that the actual extent is not yet aBcettained. 
There is some reason to think thiU it may stretch 
considerably farther, though sunk too deep to hare 
yet been traced, ft baa a glossy, jet-black appear- 
ance, is higlily cha^^d with bitumen, melts and 
cakes like that of Newcastle, and, when ths tar is 
dissipated, bums hke coke. It is eztretnely well 
adapted for manufactures, especially in iron. 

Cape Breton is equally distinguished for its stores 
of this precious mineral. The Sydney coal-field, 
extending along the coast from the capital to Hiray 
Bay, and thence inland to the great entrance of the 
Bras d'Or, is estimated to contain ISO square mitea 
of workable coal. It is generally of excellent qual- 
ity, and in great part adapted for domestic use u 
well as for manafaotures. 



CHAPTER ni. 

SOcmI and PoUticid Suit of Notm SeoMs. 

PopnlitioB.— Anglic. AmBiicui*. — Seota in Fictoo, — AeadiiM. 
—Negroes.— !iidi»n».—Reli*iou» Profesaitmi.- EdnntioD.— 
Pnlitiul Conetitnlion.— Judicul EMriilirfiinent— RerecHWi. 
—HiliUij Defence. 

Taa atadstics of Nova Scotia, in regard to popu- 
lation as wolt aa to other particulars, are leas ad- 
vanced than titoae of the sister colonies. No cen- 
■us haa been taken nnce 1837, when one, said to be 
Terr accarato, gare 123,848. A previoas enuraera- 
lion, is 1S17, had alwwa only SS^OU. This would 
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Indicate an increase of fifty per cent, in tea yean ; 
and if we suppose the same rate of pro^egaion to 
have continaed, it will have produced m 1837 up- 
ward of 1S0,000. We atiBpect, however, that the 
Brat eensuB was leas complete than the second; 
nod also that immigratioa may hare been some* 
what diminished in consequence of the superior at- 
traction of Mher pravincea. Wa should hesitate, 
therefore, to estimate the present amount at more 
than 170,000. Cape Breton, oversuted by Bou- 
chette and Haliburton at 30,000, was found in 
1897 to contain only 18,700, and at the same rate 
must have increased to 90,000 or 38,000. We shall 
thus have very nearly 300,000 for the population of 
this impoRant ctdony. 

Society in Nova Scotia baa beeu composed of a 
great variety of elements. In Halifax and other 
populous districts, the inhabitants of British origin 
have shown a strong disposition to assimilate ; hot 
in the remoter settlements, founded by detached 
bodies from dilTerent countries, the peculiarities of 
each have continued more unaltered than if they 
had remained in their native seats. 

The Anglo-Americans, who emigrated in conse- 
quence of the revolution, form the most numerous 
class, and in a great measiure give the tone to the 
whole. Coming generally from the northern and 
most improved sUtes, they brought habits pecu- 
liarly serviceable in extending cultivation over a 
new country. Instead of that minute division of 
labour so well suited for carrying industry and skill 
to perfection in advanced communities, a settler of 
this order prides himself on fabricating every arti- 
de with his own hands. If placed in any new sit- 
uation, he learns whatever trade maybe found ne- 
cessary. He constructs the framewo^ of his 
house, makes the farm-implements, and even shoes 
his horses. If situated on the coast of a river or 
bc^, he build»< v.essei, and carries his produce in 
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ft to msricet. Thii is not th« way to tceompliak 
the best work, and, indeed, should be diBContinued 
as eoon aa posBible ; but in infant BetUements it is 
attended with great convenience. Not unfrequenl- 
1y, too, such a man takes delight in breakinf^ up a 
Iresh spot, disposing of it, and then proceeding to 
another. 

The largest of the recent colonies is that already 
described as formed by the Scots in Pictou ana 
other districts on the northern coast The High- 
landers, who chiefly compose it, are in somo re- 
spects well fitted for the arduous undertaking. 
Their adventurous spirit and power of ettdoranco 
enable them to defy thoee first hardships which ap> 
pear so formidable to other settlers. But when, I7 
these exertions, they have supplied their most ur- 
gent wants, a spirit of contentment is apt to steal 
upon them, which becomes a bar to subsequent im- 

Erovement. Provided the^ can secure those hum- 
ie accommodations to which they were accnstom* 
«d on their native mo'untains, and And themselvM 
anrrounded by their friends and countrymen, no- 
thing seems wanting to their happiness. Among 
amaU parties who mive remaiited in sach a situa- 
tion, the original character is said to be preserved 
with a purity which in Scotland has in a ffnat meas- 
ure given way before the increased intercourse 
with other parts of the empire. Many of those 
who emigrated fifty years ago are still alive, and 
appear genuine representatives of the plaided war- 
riors who fought at Culloden. The memory of the 
Stuarts, almost obliterated at home, is still deeply 
and tenderly cherished, though it no longer inspires 
any disloyal feelings towards the reigning dynasty. 
Almost eve^ settlement has a piper to perform the 
lude martial music which once resounded in the 
glena of Rannoch and Locbaber ; and at all festive 
meetings, the strathapeya and other Highland dan- 
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cea give occaaion to exhibitioiu of almost preter- 
natur&l ogiHty. 

It luM at the same time been obserrecl, that the 
Highlanders, when plaeed in contact nith olhei set- 
tlers, cease to be so easily satisfied, and their pride 
inspires them with a deoire to emulate, and even to 
excel. The Lowland Scots, by their steady babiu, 
their desire to do well, and to ad?ance tbemselveB 
in the world, form a valuable accesajon to the col- 
ony. The Irish, with tastes directly opposite, seek 
oftener the immediate advantage a^ottled by good 
wages than a remote independence to be earned 
by toil and self-denial. Such immigrants, however, 
must be very coDTcnient in a country where the 
want of labourers is so extreme. The EngUsh farm- 
er, whose ideas of well-being consist so much in 
neatness, order, and cleanliness, can with difficulty 
be reconciled to a situation where work must be 
done so roughly and superficially. When not pre- 
maturely discouraged, however, perseverance ena- 
bles him ultimately to triumph ; and be then displays, 
within doors at least, those good qualities to which 
he attaches so much value. There is a considerable 
German colony established at Lunenburg, which 
Mr. Haliburton represents as nearly assimilated to 
the other inhabitants; while Mr. H'Gregor describes 
them as retaining their manners and even language 
completely unchanged. Of these very opposite 
statements we incline to prefer the latter, which 
seems a picture drawn from tbe life ; while the 
other is [wobably sugsested by observations made 
in tbe vicinity of Hahfax.* 

Another race, to whose wrongs and sufferings we 
again reluctantly advert, are the Acadiaos. In the 
local surrey, the different sites have been pointed 
out where the remnant of them are now settled; 

B,3»»^I9S. H<Gr«or, vol iL, p. 
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these are ciueftj Clara, in AtuMpoUs, Isle Hadame, 
and other spots in Cape Breton. They are substan- 
tially the same with the French AaMfani, who, bow- 
ever, on account of their less polished habits, and 
also of frequent intermarriage with the Indians, fro- 
fluently term Ihem " les sausages." A large propor- 
tion are employed in fishing, especially on Cape 
Breton, where the females woi^ excessively hard, 
performing every task after the men have merely 
caught and split the fish. In the rural districts, 
their dress and appearance resemble, with some 
small variations, those of their countrymen on the 
Sl Lawrence. The shafts of ridicule are effectively 
wielded in checking the slightest adoption of the 
costume of their conquerors. One youth having 
unwarily put on an English coat, lost for ever his own 
name, and acqnired that of Joe Peacock. Those 
engaged in agriculture resemble the Canadians in 
their industry and economy, gayety at festivals, at- 
tendance St church, purity of morals, early marria- 
ges, and large families of fat, chubby children.* 

Another unfortunate race have at diiTerent times 
heen thrown in considerable numbers on the shores 
of Nova Scotia. In the course of the American 
war, many negroes from the southern states sought 
an asylum there; and in 1793, the Sierra Leone 
Company, with a questionable philanthropy, coa- 
reyed 1300 of tbem to that part of the African con- 
tinent. Many, however, fell victims to a climate 
no longer congenial to them; the rast became tur- 
bulent and unruly. Soon after, a desperate insur- 
rection was raised in Jamaica by a body of inde- 
pendent blacks termed Maroons, who had establish- 
ed themselves in an almost inaccessible retreat in 
the centra of the island, whence they committed 
dreadful ravages. Being overawed by the opera- 
tions of Lord Balcarres and Cieneral Walpole, they 

• H-Otetor, vol ii., p. iw-a03. UaUbtuUa, toL H, p. aao. 
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«t laiigth nireadered, on c<»idition of beinf con- 
veyed to another colony, where they might leceive 
lands. Nova Scotia was chosen ; and the people 
there, on the airivaJ of these desperate rebels, were 
agreeably surprised to see a eet of men not onlf 
hiiDdsome and vigorous, but in their appearance ex- 
tremely neat and orderly. On the mvilalion of 
Prioce Edward (Duke of Kent), they cheerfully 
agreed either to be enrolled for military service or 
l^MHir at the fortifications, and were considered a 
valuable acquisition to the country. As the novelty 
wore off, however, and winter brought with it botti 
privation and leisure, they fell into disorderly habits, 
deapisiuR Industry, and spending their time in cards 
ud ooM-fighting. Several vain attempts being 
nade to induce them to cultivate the soil, they in the 
•nd became entirely depeudaiit on the British gov- 
ernment, at an annual cost of no leas than ^^10,000. 
It thus became a matter of urgent expediency that 
they also should be transported to Sierra Leone; 
and this was effected in ISOO. The system, how- 
ever, of making Nova Scotia an asylum for negroes, 
was not yet renounced. In 181S, during the last 
American war, a considerable number of this class 
of fugitives were received on board the British 
■quaivons, particularly in the Chesapeake. As they 
came, however, under the expectation of subsisting 
without bard labour, they were as useless as the 
others, and proved a mere burden on the colony, 
from which it was partially relieved in ISHl by the 
transportation of ninety of them to Trinidad. 

Of each of these successive arrivals some por- 
tions remained, which have now increased to the 
number of 3Q5T, of whom 1736 are males and 1831 
females. They have settlements of some extent 
laid outfor them at HamnHind'a Plains and Prescott, 
both in the vicinity of Halifax ; and yet they hav9 
never made any {wogresa in cultivating the soiL 
The aituation, iodMd, 4rf a settler on wild lands, wbo 
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mnst encounter mach hard vork with only distant 
returns, tries the penevenmce o[ the most i&dn»- 
trious European ; it wss therefore unfortnnste tlut 
it should have fallen to the lot of individusls never 
accustomed to labour at all, except under the most 
stem compulsion. Almost the only benefit they de- 
rive from their grants is obtained by collecting the 
spontaneous produce, wild fruits and brooms, and 
bringing them to market. In all seasons of scarcity 
their sufferings become deplorable, and pathetic ap- 
peala are made to the charity of the British govern- 
ment. Yet a certain number who have engaged a» 
domestic servants, and particularly as cooks oa 
board ship, shovT themselves very useful. Even 
the principA horse-dealer in Halifax is said to be a 
negro.* 

There remains yet another outcast race, namely, 
the original possessors of the country. The Indians 
here and in NeW'Bntnswick belong generally to one 
tribe, known under the name of Micnmct. In 1773 
they were estimated at 865, and are supposed to 
have since decreased; but their present number has 
not been ascertained. Those who repair to Quebec 
to share in the annnal distribution of presents are 
stated by Major-general Parting at 653 ; though aa 
official document shows that in 1897 there came 
only 190 Micmacs and 79 Amalicites, the latter 
chiefly from Risligonche in New- Brunswick. Doubt- 
less, however, it is only a few who undertake so 
long and severe ajonmey. They are described as 
naturally inferior to the tribes on the lakes, and are 
now in a more forlorn and degraded condition. The 
hunting of the moose and cariboo, their only fsvoor- 
ite pnrsuit, is much limited, owing to the increased 
occupation of the country by Europeans. The oS^ 
of land is made to them, and several have establish- 
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ed themselves on farma, where tbey rear in a alor- 
enly manner a few cattle, but theysuunall laborious 
culture. They do not, however, as sometimes snp- 
posed, abscond into remote and unfrequented re- 
gions ; on the contrary, their favourite residence is 
in the vicinity of the towns, where they find sale 
for their game, fish, and the little ornamental worka 
which their females fabricate. In winter, indeed, 
the remoter woods and lake's are frequented for a 

Elentiful supply of game; but from May to Novem- 
er, the smoke of a dozen wigwams in an adjoining 
GOve indicates their vicinity to a populous place. 
Each of these abodes consists merely of a few poles 

E laced upright and fastened at the top, the whole 
eiog then covered with birch bark, twhich rea- 
ders it impervious to rain. Under these roofs 
Uie. squaws are said to sit whole days, framing 
ornamented baskets and other trifles of moose- 
hair or purcupine-quills, variously coloured, and 
wrought upon bark. Their csDoes are often seea 
croisiug from a camp opposite to Halifax, with ar< 
tides to dispose of. On this voyage, listleasness 
and apathy characterize all their movements ; and 
even on reaching the shore, a long talk is occasion- 
ally held in their unimpasaioned tones before land- 
ing. At length their goods are exposed on the 
Wnk ; but, when the squaw meets her female friends, 
ber silence is inatautly exchauged for loud laughter 
and loquacity, and every passing object becomes 
the theme of animated remark. The produce of 
their sales is too often expended on the means of 
intoxication ; and scarcely any part is laid up for an 
evil day. This improvidence is heightened by a 
lavish hospitality, which makes them feel it incum- 
bent to share whatever they have with any wander- 
ing countryman who may happen to Join them. In 
periods of ui^ent distress, ^ey repair to the eovem- 
ment-honse and implore aid from their fauer, aa 
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Hbffj call the goreniDr, by whom their case is in 
general favourably coneidered.* 

The religious profeaaions iti Nova Scotia, like th« 
clasaea of the population, are extremely various, 
aad none can be considered as posseesing a numeri- 
cal ascendency. The following is given as the re- 
, eult of the census of 1837 : 

Church of England 28,859 

Church of ScotUnd 3T,22S 



Somui Catholica SO.tOl 

Baptisti 19,790 

HethodiiM ...;... 9M8 



Quaken, UnivemlutB, &e. .... 2SS 

DoabtAil 317 

lS3,B<a 
This does not include Cape Breton, the retnina 
fh>m which were not considered accurate ; and from 
the increase of population, each of these n^^ers 
mast now be conaidcTably augmented, thongHhey 
probably preserve very nearly the same relative 
proportion. Complete toleration is granted to all 
these sects; their members are equall^f eligible to 
public offices; none of them are required to con- 
tribute to the maintenance of the others; nor la 
support given to any out of the provincial revenue. 
The Church of England, however, is considered as 
the eatablishedone, and derives a portion of its funds 
through a society incorporated in 1701 for propa- 
gating the gospel in foreign psxla. Notwithstanding 
this title, -the object of the*corporation in recent 
times has chiefly been to supply a body of regidar 
clergy to the members of the Episcopal communion 
settled in the North American colonies; in aid of 
which they were wont to receive an annual grant 

* ItopoTt OD th« Origiiua Tiibf (Pari. Papu, Aog. 14, ISHJ, 
p. Si. Uomom, p. m-llT. 
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from th« Imperial Psriiunent Tbeir teuhen an 
termed fnissioaaries, but, generally speaking, do oat 
St all lead the wandering life which the name seems 
to imply; they are simply parish imniateie, tbon^ 
with somewhat extenMTe cnarges. The country ia 
divided into thirty-two p^ishes, and the rectors re- 
ceive from £150 to X300 a year from the aodety 
or from the crown ; which, with glebes and fees, 
affords here a comfortable income. In 1787, Nora 
Scotia was erected into a tuBhoprio, the head of 
which draws no revenue from the colony, but holds 
merely a spiritual jurisdiction over the members of 
his own church. Hia diocese extends also over 
New-Brunswick and Prince Sdward Island, New- 
foundland, and thi Sermudas. 

The Presbyterian Church, formed chiefly bv the 
j^eat emigration from Scotland, appears, as above, 
the most numerous in the colony. The synod of 
Nova Scotia is divided into the presbyteries of Hal- 
ifax. Pictou, and Cape Breton, and consists of aeven- 
tee^^embers. They receive no support from gov^ 
ernRnt, but hare since 17S4 derived some aid from 
s society in Glasgow, Ihongh, as this last demands 
an entire union with the Church of Scotland, which 
all are not inclined to yield, some dissension is said 
to have arisen. The Roman Church consiata of the 
Acadians, with some Irish settlers, and a few of 
the earlier Highland emigrants. The Indians also 
. profess this faith, though without allowing it to work 
much change in tbeir manners. The Catholtcs are 
governed by a bishop, resident at Aatigonish or Dor- 
chester, with twelve ^ thirteen subordinate priests, 
chiefly from Britain or France, as there is no semi- 
osfv for their instruction in the province. 

The Baptists are stated to have about thirty-five 
ministers of all classes. Their church jjovernmeat 
ia independent, the power residing entirely in the 
members of each particular congregation. They 
hold annually, however, a general conference, ia 
•vhich questionable pointa are amicably adjusted. 
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The WeBlejran HeAodists, a lees numerouB body, 
have fourteen of what they term circviu, in whicli 
twenty-eight missionariea are employed ; but these 
embrace also Pnnce Edward Island. Once a year 
IB held, subordinate to ihe conference in England, a 
general meeting, to which are transmitted such eur- 
plQS funds as can be collected for missionary pur- 
poses, while aid is afforded in the maintenance of 
the poorer chapels. The Lutherans, we presume, 
consist of ihe German colony at Lunenburr. On 
the whole, the system appears somewhat less liberal 
than in Upper Canada, nothing in the nature of an 
establishment being granted ; though ii> the mora 
remote dtstricts, some aid to the contributions af- 
forded by their poor and scattered inhabitants would 
certainly be desirable. It is at the same time stated, 
that the exertions made by the settlers, amid many 
difficulties, to provide themselves with religious in- 
struction, are highly creditable." 

The people of Nova Scotia have alwaya bestowed 
ft particular attention on education, a provision for 
which, with the intelligence consequent on it, existed 
there when much neglected in other transatlantic 
colonies. The instilution highest in dignity is the 
college at Windsor, which enjoys all the privileges 
of a university, being entitled to confer degrees and 
to teach the whole circle of the sciences. There 
were in 1835, over the country, 448 common schools, 
supported by :C4GG7 from the provincial revenue, 
and .£13,463 from private subscnption. They were 
attended by 15,993 scholars, of whom 1153 were 
taught gratis. Forty schools are also supported by 
the Society for the Propagatiot) of the Gospel.f 

• H»libqrton,vol. il.p. 29e-30«. M'Grep>r,ToL ii.,p. 117- 
179. Hixirwim,p. 132-140. Bondietta, vol. ii.. p. M-SS. OU- 
TK & Bof d's New Edinbaish Almuuc uid NaLiooil RapauMrr 
for 1B3». p, 397. 

t Halibiutoo, ToL tL, p. 17, SS. M'Gragor, lOL ii., p. 174, 
H4. C<llallialTlUM,l&,^17;lU3,p.a. 
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The constitution or this country does not difler 
very materially from that of Canada. The pnnoi- 
pal ofBcer, in whom the executive power is invest* 
«d, is termed only lientenant-govemor, and is con- 
sidered subordinate to the gOTornor-genersl at Que- 
bec. The supremacy of the latter, however, has 
hitherto been exercised only in the general direction 
of military affairs during war : he interferes not in 
the civil jurisdiction. It has been not unusual to 
make the government of Nova Scotia an appren- 
ticeship, as* it were, to that of Canada ; Sir John* 
Coape Sherbrooke, the Barl of Dalhouaie, and Sir 
James Kempt having been raised from the one to 
the other. Me ranka also as lieutenant-general, 
Tice-adrairal, and chancellor. His legislative and 



his mal-administraiiou, in being allowed to prose- 
cute him in the English court of Queen's Bench, 
though we are not aware that any aucb action has 
ever been raised. 

The House of Assembly, as to functions and 
(xtmpoBitton, does not differ from that in the other 
colonieB. Of the ten counties, Halifax sends four 
members, and each of the others returns two ; of 
the towns, the capital elects two, and seventeen 
others one each, making in all forty-one. It exer- 
cises the usual functions of a popular assembly, vo- 
ting all taxes and passing all laws, subject to the 
^probation of the council, governor, and sovereign. 
The council, twelve in number, was of a more 
anomalous description, uniting the character of n 
legislative with that of an executive or privy-codn- 
cir,and thus performing the duties which in Canada 
were divided between two separate bodies. This 
arrangement, however, being with some reason 
complained of, has recently been altered, and the 
ftinctions are now performed by two distinct hodi^ 
The members are appointed by the gaivtoot, aii^ 

ot to Hie royal approbatioi). 
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For the admiautration of Justice, one supreme 
COflrt diaeharges all the duties which in Engluid 
are divided between the Queen's Bench, Comm(»i 
Pleas, and Exchequer, li conusts of a chief jus- 
tice, three assistants, and a circuit associate. " 



aits four times a year at Halifax, and performs four 
circuits. The acquirements both of the judges and 
counsel are said to be highly respectable. There 



ia a chancery court, in which the governor, as 
chancellor, presides ; but, being usually a military 
man, be is not very well fitted for such a duty, and 
hence Sir James Kempt procured the appointment 
of a master of the rolls. There is an admiralty 
court, embracing also the other colonies; and ar- 
rangements are made for a special commission to 
tiy cases of piracy ; but during peace the business 
of these departments almost entirely ceases. 

The local jurisdictions in Nova Scotia are some- 
what numerous. In every province there is a court 
of common pleas, for trying civil cases in the first 
instance. There is also a court of general sessions, 
corresponding to that of quarter- sessions in Eng- 
land. Lastly, every pountv has its sheriff, wi& 
powers similar to those of the same officer in Eng- 
Imi ; both he and the justices are nominated by the 
governor. These numerous jurisdictions. tend, per- 
haps, to feed the spirit of litigation which prevails 
in tluit country.' 

The taxation, as in the other colonies, is extreme- 
ly light, all the cost of defence being defrayed by 
Britain, and the inhabitants burdened only with the 
civil government and local improvements. T^e 
chief branches are the excise ana customs, in both 
of which the rates are very moderate. 

The revenue in 1838 was ^54,924; the expendi- 
ture the same year, £63,664. There are, besides, 
(ffovincial assessments for roads, police, mainte- 
B&nce of the poor, and other local purposes. 

•H>libDlt<si,*<il.iL, p. 317-339. Bouctwtte,ToLiL,p.e8,e(- 
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The defence of the country, ao (hr as it depends 
upon regular troops, ia maintained by detachments 
of the British array, the expense of which is defray- 
ed from the finances of the empire, and varies from 
£11S,000 to :£145,000 annually. There is, besides, 
OB in the olher colonieB, a militia, ia which all the 
male inhahitanta from siiteen to aisty are required 
to enrol. The number, which in 18S8 did not ex< 
ceed Sl,89T, had risen in 1834 to 30,408. They are 
regularly fnrmed into regiments and battalions; buf 
aa the days of training are now only two in the year, 
uid few are even supplied with muskets, it is obvi- 
ous that they can poaaesa nothing deserving the 
name of discipline. 



CHAPTER IV. 
Nettt-Bruntiekk and Prince Edward hiand. 



— CotutitutioD.— Refenne.— Uilitsry D«feiic«.— Prmce Ed- 
waid laluid. — Situation and EiltmL — Surface.— Climate. — 
SoiL—Discovety.— Early Settlement.— Captura bj Britain.— 
Plana to Colooize it, — Population. — Cooatitutioa.— Reteniie. 



This extensive and important countnr extends 
nearly north and south-between Nova Scotia and 
Canada, havioK the United Slates on the one side 
and the Gulf of St. Lawrence on the other. On th« 
southeast, the Bay of Fundy, with its branch of Chig- 
necto and the Cumberland peninsula, separate it 
from Nova Scotia. On the north, the Bay of Cha- 
lenr divides it from Gaspfi: and the river Kiatt- 
gonch« runs on the Dorthwest botWMn it and Cuh 
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kda. On the WMt and aoiitliwest is the stata of 
Hune; but here the limit is inTolved in mnch 
doubt, owing to the groat extent or the disputed 
temtoty. 

New-BninBwick, which forma a kind of irregnlar 
■qnars, hes between 4fio 6' and 48^ if 30" of north 
latitude,' and between tSP 47' 30" and 67° 63' of west 
longitude. According to Boochette, it comprises 
87,704 aqnara milea, or about 17,730,S60 acres ; and 
bence its area considerably exceeds that of Nova 
Scotia, and Cspe Breton united. It is not penetrn- 
ted by those deep bays which ne&riy intersect that 
country, and render it so completely maritime ; atUl 
the greater part of its boundary is composed of sea, 
Including a coast sufficient for commerce, and even 
for a considerable fishery. The defect is farther 
suited by noble rivers, which traverse nearly the 
whole teiritory, and are navigable for a la^e part 
of their course. Of these the moat important is the 
St. John, which rises far beyond the boundary of 
tiie province, in about 70° west longitude. For 
eighty-Sve miles, i^> to Fredericton, it can bo used 
by vessels of 50 tons ; thence barks of SO tons can 
ascend to tho Grand Falls, about ISO mUes higher; 
above which it is fitted only for boats. The Hir^ 
miebi is also a most important river, which, in two 
iaxiH branches, traverses nearly the whole country, 
and falls into the bay of that name in the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence. It is navigable more than thir^ 
tniles for large vessels, and for barges nearly to ita 
aources. 

The surface of the country is broken and undula- 
ting, somewhat as in Nova Scotia, and, like it, 
ccaroely anywhere rising to a mountainous height. 
New-Bnuuwick is decidedly more fertile than the 
provfnoe iust named. The quality of the aoil'is par- 
ticularly indicated by the magnificent forests, wiUi 
trees of gigantic size, by which it is more richly 
clothed tbsn any other part of British America, 
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Tb» cntting down and enKirtiiie large quantities of 
this timber lias become of late tne cnief occupation, 
Knd given to the coloay a great commercial impor- 
tance. The climate nearly reaembles that of Caa- 
sda : being winter from November to April ; tben a 
sudden change from cold to heat; the summer in- 
tensely hot, and the vegetation rapid.* 

The name of New-Bnmswick, and even its ex- 
istence aa a colony, did not commence till 1783. 
The French comprebeDded it under the appellation 
of New Prance, viewing it more particularly as an 
appendage to Acadia; we have even seen that some 
of their commanders formed a. post at the month of 
the St. John, to wbich they attached considerable 
importance. The English, in their turn, claimed it 
as part of Nova Scotia, though they never appear to 
have taken any measures to improve it. After that 

feninBula bad been Jinally ceded to the English, the 
'rench demanded this interior region as belonging 
to CuiEtda. To support this pretension, they erect- 
ed forts at the neck of the peninsula, and armed the 
Acadians and Indians ; but the peace oS 1763, which 
gave Canada to the British, ended all discussion on 
Uiis subject. Still this great country was left nearly 
unoccupied, except b^ a few Acadians, who had 
sought refuge among its forests from the relentless 
persecution to whicfi they were exposed. In 1763, 
some families from New-England settled at Mau- 
gerville, about fifty miles up the St. John ; and in 
1783 they amounted to about 800. At the end of 
the war several thousands of disbanded troops, re- 
moved from New- Engl and, were located at fteder- 
icton ; and a party of Acadians who had settled 
there were ordered to Madawaska in order to make 
mom for them. These new colonists, however, 
accostomed to all the comforts of civilized life, en- 

■ Booehette, viri. ti, p. IB, 93, ll»-lll^ Ul, Itt WOttpUt 
ToLiLtP-SlS^m. 
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dared the most dreadful hardehipa when first placed 
in the mtdat of this wilderness; and it was only af- 
ter severe suffering and toil that they conld place 
their families in any degree of comfort. General 
Sir Guy Carleton, who was appointed governor ii 



1785, made very extraordinary exertions for the im- 
proveraent of the country, which gradually, though 
slowly, advanced. In 1B03 he returned to England, 
and from that time to 1817 the government was ad- 
ministered by a succession of presidents. The 
foundation of its proeperity was laid in 1809, when 
the duty on Baltic timber was advanced to £2 14^. 
8d- per load, while that from the colonies was left 
free. The export of this article from that period 
continually increased, till it reached its height in 
1835, when, in consequence of speculative over- 
trading, a severe reaction was experienced. Yet, 
since that event, this branch of industry has rallied, 
and become nearly aa extensive as ever, while a new 
impulse has been given by the arrival of foreign cul- 
tivators. In 1817, Major-general Smith was ap- 
pointed he nten ant-go vemor, and held that office till 
18*23. For a short interval its afialrs were intrust- 
ed to the care of Mr. Chipman and Mr. Bliss as pres- 
idents ; but in August, 1824, they were succeeded by 
Sir Howard Douglas, to whose exertions the coun- 
try was greatly indebted. He was relieved by Sir 
Archibald CampbeU, whose place was supplied in 
1837 by Major-general Sir Jolm Harvey, from Frincs 
Edward Island.* 

New-Brunswick is divided into eleven counties, 
chiefly arranged according to the rivers and watera 
upon which the population has been located. The 
city of St. John, at the mouth of the large river of 
that name, although not the seat of government, is 
the largest and most commercial in the colony. 
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Gonnnandin^ the navigation of a great rirer flowing 
through BD many fine districts, its consequence must 
conlinualijr iacrease. ' The harbour is commodious, 
safe, and sufficiently spacious ; and notwithstandinB' 
a bar across its entrance, which ie even dry at law 
water, large vessels can enter at Ttdl tide. This ba> 
sin affords also a valuable fishery) to the extent an- 
nnally of from 10,000 to 15,000 barrels of herrings, 
besides salmon and shad. The tide is very power- 
ful, rising from IB to 94 feet; so that a great space 
in front of the town, covered at ebb with mud and 
slime, is converted at high water into a magnificent 
expanse. The aspect of the city at that time, with 
its handsome buildings rising behind each other, 
and backed by rocky and wooded hills, is very im- 
posing. 

Fredericton, also on the St. John, was 8xed upon 
in I7SS by Sir Guy Carteton as the seat of govera- 
ment. Being at the termination of the sloop navi- 
gation on the great stream.from the month of which 
It is eighty-five miles distant, it must advance with 
the growing improvement of the upper country. 
Yet it can scarcely ever reach the same importance 
as St. John, which commands the trade of the whole 
river. At present it is only a large Tillage, contain- 
ing S970 inhabitants. 

A part of New-Brunswick, boideriag on the Mir- 
imactii, became, in October, 1926, the scene of one 
of the most awful calamities with which any conn- 
try was ever visited. The forests which entirely 
cover those countries, when long acted upon by the 
intense heal of a weatem summer, become so dried 
as to expose them to the most sudden and powerful 
action of fire. This timber being chiefly of the pine 
species, filled with a resinous substance, the whole 
surface of the district becomes a mass of inflamma- 
ble matter. In such circumstances, when flame 
cktohes Uie branches, tmd a strong wind ai^ its 
progress, there are scarcely any bounds to its txr- 
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«ges. SflTeral puttal flres had occurred Tithmt 
ezcitiDg alana ; but on the 7th October a furious 
west wind caused these to spread with dreadful ef- 
fect. Tbe inbalnlaatsvereSrstalannedbyasoand 
echoing through the woods like aa uniaterrupted 
peal of thunder ; then the flames appeared bursting 
through the trees, and riaing two hundred feet above 
the top of the loftiest pines. Next was seen, at it 
were, an ocean of dame rolling towards Newcastle 
and Douglas : all resistance was vain ; and these 
towns, whose wooden fabrics became mere piles of 
fuel, were speedily reduced to ashes, The misera- 
ble inhabitants, abandoning their all without an at- 
tempt to aa*e it, rushed to tbe bank, and threw 
themaelfes into tjoats, canoes, rafts, logs, or what- 
ever was within reach, to convey them down to 
Chatham ; but several hundreds ofooth sexes were 
either killed or severely injured. The flames spread 
avast distance into the country, destroying magnif- 
icent forests and numerous cattle ; even wild ani- 
mals and birds were drawn into them by a sort of 
fascination. The benevolence of the neighbouring 
British provinces and of the United States was most 
liberally exerted on this distressing occasion ; and 
80 ample, indeed, were the aubscr^Mions, that, after 
reUeving the anfferers, they left a suridns, which 
was employed in founding a school in the chief seat 
of the calamity. The towns which were destroyed 
have since that time completely recovered, and are 
now better built and somewhat larger than before.* 
The most important production of this province 
is timber. The country is almost one uninterrupted 
forest, very partially broken in upon either by the 
plough or the axe. Many of the trees, too, are <^ 
that desoription which it is admitted would com- 
■aaad a market even under the freest competitioDt 

• Boochett*, *oL it, p. 13»-13T. Bf'Greloi, vd. H., p. 
UO-STO. WaddatHun, p. 73. 
Vol. II.— H 
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there being many pnipoaes for which they are better 
adapted ihan any other species. The yellow piae^ 
although it wants Btrength for supporting any of the 
heavy parts of an edifice, and cannot safely be 
placed in contact with a wall or the ground, where 
it would be exposed to damp, is comparatively free 
from knots, susceptible of a high polish, and, from 
its soft testure,Tery easily worked. The epreat size 
of the trunk enables many articles to be formed of 
one entire piece ; an arragement often very condu- 
cive to convenience and elegance. For oraament' 
al work in the interior of houses, therefore, such 
as paaelliDgs of doors and windows, mouldings, 
wainscoting, and similar purposes, it is greatly pre- 
ferred. The pine logs from St. John are consider- 
ed by Mr. Worburton superior to those from Que- 
bec, but those from Miramichi are the finest and 
most valuable of all. 

'Che cutting down of the timber is chiefly per- 
formed by parlies going into Ihe woods, usuaUy un- 
der the direction of one individual, who hires the 
rest at fixed wages. Most of them were formerly 
from the United States, but they now consist chiefly 
of natives of the province, aided by emigrants from 
Britain. In Canada the raaeter-lumberers usually 
carry on the adventure themselves, and sell the prod- 
uce to the exporting -merchant; but in New-Bruns- 
wick, where capital is scarcer, the latter most com- 
monly makes the advances in tools, provisions, to- 
bacco, and molasses; to which rum is usually add- 
ed, with sufficient precaution, however, that it shall 
not render the. men unfit for work. Thus provided) 
in the close of autumn the parties ascend one of the 
great rivers to an unfrequented' quarter in the depth 
of the forest. Near the margin of a rivulet they clear 
a small spot, and erect a shanty or a log-hut, roofed 
with birch-bark, and scarcely laree enough to allow 
them to stand upright. In uct, it is very httle used 
unless during the night, when, spreading the floor 
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xtith hay, straw, or branches, they lie down together 
with their feet towards the fire, and any one who 
awakes throws on freah billets to keep it constantly 
blazing. At daylight they rise, and divide Into Uiree 
gangs, one of which cuts down the trees, another 
hews them, a third, with the oxen, drags them to tiie 
nearest road or stream. The whole winter having 
been spent in this labour, a considerable quantity is 
accumulated by the end of April, when the " fresh- 
eta" or melted snows begin to rush down. These 
are employed to float the timber, which, as soon as 
the breadth of the channel admits, is formed into 
large flat rafts, and thns conveyed to the shipping. 
This period is the moat trying to the health of the 
men, being obh^ed to be much in the water, which 
is then excessively cold. On reaching the coast 
they receive their pay, and many of them spend it 
in a thoughtless festivity, which has thrown re- 
proach both on themselves and on their trade. Vet 
where the occnpation itself is perfectly creditable, 
it seems unjust, as well as unwise, to proscribe it on 
account of accidental irregularities in the behaviour 
of individuals. It is asserted that their conduct has 
now considerably improved, and is even, on the 
whole, more becoming than that of workmen em- 
ployed in the large cities.* 

The population of New-Bmnswick has augmented 
more rapidly than that, perhaps, of any other colony, 
Upper Canada excepted, the amount of which, as 
already observed, was altogether insignificant till 
the end of (he American war. The great loyalist 
emigration at that era gave an important impulse 
to it; and, besides those who came directly, many» 
disappointed with their locations in Shelbume and 
other parts of Nova Scotia, afterward followed. In 
1785 tne country was considered of sufficient im- 
portance to be formed into a separate government. 

'AfOntoTiVoL Ji.,p.i!OD-902. Repoit on ths Timber Tnde, 

^ m, 190, 330, sit. 
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In 1817 the mhabiUDls were estimated at 39,000; 
in 1834, a census c&refuBy taken gare the amount 
at 74,176 i and by the latest, in 1634, it had increased 
to 119,457. 

The elements of Uie population are ahnost exactly 
the same as in Nova Scotia, with some difference ia 
the proportions. The basis is equally composed of 
the more respectable settlers from the Unitea States, 
who introduced much of their actire spirit j while 
the military colonists have contributed to render 
the society more polished. Besides agricultural 
improvements, many lots originally located in the 
wilderness have acquired great additional value by 
cities and towns having sprung up in their vicinity. 
The Acadiaos on the Bay of Fundy, and at the re- 
mote frontier station of Madawaska, bear their usual 
character. The immigrants, from what has been 
stated, must form a considerable and increasing 
portion. Hicherto comparatively few have been of 
Scotch, or even EngUah origin; the Irish are de- 
, cidedly the most numerous. The Indians, esti* 
mated by Mr. Wedderbnme at 1700, belong, as for- 
meriy stated, to the tribes of Micmacs and Amali- 
cites, and continue to receive presents at Quebec 
when they repair thither. On the arrival of Sir 
Howard Douglas at Fredericton in 1835, upward 
of two hmidr^ assembled to congratulate him and 
represent their miserable condition. On reporting 
this circumstance, he was authorized to bestow 
upon them on such occasions small gifts not ex- 
ceeding the value of £60.* 

The means of religious instruction are respecta- 
Me, considering the thinness of the population. 
The members of the Chorch of England constitute 
the majority, being about 70,000. The clergy are 
subject to the Bishop of Nova Scotia, and consist 
of an archdeacon and thirty missionaries, who have 
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incomes of abont £200 a year. The Scotch or 
Presbyterian Church, with about 6000 members, 
has twelve iDinisters, who receive from govern- 
ment £S0 a year each. The Catholics are reck- 
oned aboDt 16,000, and have a bishop and seventeen 
priesta. The Wesle;r!tn Methodista, about 10,000, 
nave iwenty-oae mimsters ; and the Baptists, some- 
what more numerous, have twenty-five.* 

New-Brunswick at an early period incurred the 
Teproa^ih of being somewhat illiterate : a character 
which applied evea to individuals holding high situ- 
ations nnder government. A college has, however, 
been founded at Fredericton, endowed with 6000 
acres of land, and by liberal grants from the crown 
and the province a handsome building has been 
erected. It is open to students of every denomina- 
tion. The provmce voted, in 1836, £2200 for its 
sapport. There are nine grammar-schools, of which 
the principal are at St. John, St. Andrew, Frederic- 
ton, and Miramichi, for which the legislature allows 
£1000 annually. There are also 385 parish- BchoolB 
on the Madras system, for which £8000 (above £20 
each) is granted, the inhabitants being required to 
subscribe an equal sum.f 

The constitution differs little from that of Nova 
■ Scotia, except that the executive and legislative 
councUs are here distinct. The representative 
body, or Parliament, consists of twenty-six mem- 
bers, and sits at Fredericton. There is a supremo 
court of justice, with circuits ; also, county courts 
of common pleas, and other inferior ones, taking 
cognizance of debts under £5. 

The revenue, derived from imposts equally moil^ 
erat« as in the other colonies, is entirely <ippra- 
prjated to local objects and improvements. The 
amount, in 1835, was £60,316. 
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The crown deiives a revenne from the sale of 
unoccupied lands, which, in consequence of ths 
great immigration, has been recently much on the 
increase. In 1830 it amounted to only £6600; ia 
1835 to £46,000. Sums are levied for poor-rate and 
other local purposes, but to no oppresaive extent. 
Three days of statute labour on the roads are an- 
nually required, and the same period of time for 
militia service ; but each may be commuted for lOt, 
The amount of all these local taxes in 1834 wu 
£Q0, 071. 

Some discontent has lately been felt on the ground 
that the representative body has not anfficient con- 
trol over the colonial revenue, and do not even re- 
ceive full information as to the produce of its dif- 
ferent branches. Messrs. Crane and Wilniot, how- 
ever, having been sent to England in the beginning 
of 1837 to represent these grievances, an arrange- 
ment was maje by which, upon granting a reasona- 
ble civil list, the provincial parliament are to have 
the entire disposal of the remainder. With this 
they declare themselves completely satisfied, and 
repudiate the extensive demands and violent dis- 
contents which prevail among the popular party in 
Lower Canada. 

The expense of the ref;ular army is defrayed by 
the mother country, and in 1830 and 1831 respect- 
ively cost about £»6,000. There is, besides, a mili- 
tia, consisting of all the able-bodied inh^itants, of 
Which the amount is stated by M. Bouchette at 
ISjOOO, but since his time it has increased toSl,191.* 

PancK Edwabd, a dame substituted for the eariy 
one of St. John, is a fine island, which, for a con- 
Biderabte extent, bounds on the south the Gulf of 
St. Lawrence, intervening between it. and great part 
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^ Ibe coasts of Nova Scotia and New-Bmnswick. 
From them it is separated throughout its whole 
length by Nonhumberland Strait, a channel vuying 
' bi breadth from nine to forty miles. This territory, 
which has a very winding outline, tteacribea h ' 



ary-capes project. It lies between 45° Siy and J?'' 
7' north latimde, and between 53° and 64° 27' west 
longitude. The general direction ia from northwest 
to southeast, following which the greatest length is 
about 135 miles, and the breadth 34. In one part, 
however, the latter contracts to a single mile; and 
it ia throughout ao deeply indented oy bays and 
inlets, that scarcely any spot is distant more than 
seven or eight miiee from die infux of the tide. 
The area is estimated at 1,380,700 acres. 

The surface of this island beare a different aspect 
fromthatof the adjoining parts of America. Its em* 
inences nowhere aspire to the character of mount> 
sins, nor even of hills. They are merely ridges, 
producing an undulating variety of hill and dale, with 
tbB hollows filled by numberless little creeks and 
I^ee. The coasts « these, as well as of the open 
sea, being skirtedby trees of the most varied foliage, 
present scenery, not grand indeed, but peculiarly 
soft and agreeaWe.* 

Tlie climate has the character genentl in this part 
of America, yet appears U> possess in a superior 
degree its best qinlities, with a mitigation of its 
evils. The winter is shorter and less severe than 
in LowerCanada, and, at the same time, more steady 
tkSD in Nova Scotia. A remaA^le exemption, 
too, is enjoyed from those dreary fogs with which 
the ocean-coasts are infested, as tiiey appear only 
occasionally, and last but part of a day. There is 
likewise a full share of general a alutwity and freedom 

* B<nG)lMe,v<d.a,p.lS8. H'ajsrii,T(il.l.,i>.383, 2S 
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from pestilentisl diseases ; even consumption is le« 
frequent and f&tEd. This good health, and the f&* 
dlity of Bubaiatence, produce an extraordinary in- 
crease of population ; females are often grandmoth- 
ers at forty, and mother and daughter are frequently 
seen suckling their children at the same time. 

The soil is described as usually composed of a 
vegetable mould, upon light red loam, with a subsoil 
of stiff clay on sandstone ; and its general character 
is that of decided fertility, nowhere interrupted by 
the rocky tracts which abound on the exterior 
coasts. 

Bouchette and M'Gregor have followed Robertson 
in supposing this to be the island discovered by 
Cabot in 1497, and named by him St. John ; a conr 
elusion which seems wholly inconsistent even with 
Hahluyt's rery brief narrative. He describes it as 
situated opposite to the part of the mainland first seen 
b^ that navigator. Allowing the territory in ques- 
bon to be Newfotmdland, it was probably its eastern 
coast ; and it seems quite impossible that he could 
have spokeu thus of an island situated 136 miles 
from its most western point, with Cape Breton and 
the Magdalens intervening. The name is too com- 
mon to be of much importance; and besides, it 
is actuidly that of the capital of Newfoundland. 
Neither do these writers seem more accurate in 
sopposing Verazzani to have made the discovery 
afresh. That navigator, after relating a voyage 
evidently made along the shores of the United 
States and Nova Scotia, merely states that he came 
to the land already discovered by the Britons. By 
Hbm he probably meant Newfoundland ; but there is 
no hint of his entering the Gulf of St. Lawrence, or 
making that great circuit to the southwest which 
would have been necessary to bring him to the Island 
of Prince Edward." 
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Wh«ti the French canrt, founding upon tbe diicor- 
«nes of Oartier and Veraszani, esubliBhed in Amer* 
ica a vast domain called New France, meant ta em- 
brace at leaal Canada on one side zai Nova Scotia 
on the other, this inmlar tract was of conrse included 
within its boundaries. Cfaamplain even mentions 
it under the name of St. John, accurately deacribes 
its situation and extent, and notices ila fine har- 
boura and valuable fishery, to which the BiBcayana 
frequently resorted. Yet Charlevoix, at a much 
later penod, when making a similar enumeration, 
does not indicate the slightest knowledge of its ex- 
istence. It appears, however, to have been granted 
in 1663 to a French captain, the Sienr DouUet, but 
held in subordination to a fishing company, estab- 
lished at the email Island of Miscou. It seems, in 
fact, to have been valued only for fishery, with 
which view some trifling stations were estaUisfaed.* 

St. John began to emerge from this obscnrity 
only after the treaty of Utrecht, when, Acadia being 
ceded to Britain, a number of the French settlers, to 
whom her yoke was always odious, sought refngv 
in this island. They socm spread reports of ita fer- 
tility and natural advantages, which allured settlen 
even from Cape Breton; but this was discouraged 
by the govemment, who had resolved to make the 
latter the centre of their power in America. Whm 
it was captured by the New.Englsnd forces in 1746, 
the neighbonring island shared the same fate; but 
both, as already mentioned, were restored by th« 
treaty of Aix-la-Cbapelle. 

After the second reduction of Lonisbourg in 1759, 
that of 8t. John again followed, and it became per- 
manently attached to the British crown. The nuin- 
ber of inhtUiitBitts at that time is varionsly rated at 
10,000, 0000, and 4100 ; the last probably neueat 

I, tome 1, p. ISII. Ckulerolx, vd. L, p. 86. 
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the truth. They had brought a verjr coQsid«raMe 
portion of l&nd under cuMvation ; had large slocks 
of horned cattle ; and some of them could send 1300 
bnshelB of wheat to the market of Quebec. They 
were uow doomed, however, to the same relent- 
less proscription as their brethren in Nova Scotia ; 
and the pretext was, that a number of English 
scalps were found hung up in the French govern- 
or's bouse. Ttiia was no doi^t a just ground of 
suspicion ; though the EngUah might have recol- 
lected that they themselves had o^ered premiums 
for Uiese trophies. They were unquestionably 
brought in by the Indians, and at all events afTorded 
no apology for inflicting vengeance upon thousands 
of peaceable and industrious settlers. The details 
of the expulsion are not stated : but it appoars that 
a certain number were sent to Canada, others to the 
Boalhem colonies, and some to France, while it is 
admitted that many contrived to conceal them- 
selvea. So complete, however, was the desolation, 
that in 177D, twelve years after, there were found 
only 150 families.* 

The island was confirmed to Britain in 1763 ; but 
some years elapsed before measures, not remarka- 
bly judicious, were taken for its settlement. Lord 
EgremoQt formed a strange scheme, by which it 
was to be divided into twelve districts, ruled by as 
many barons, each of whom was to erect a caetle 
on Mb own property, while that nobleman was to 
preside as lord paramount. This ridiculous plan 
was changed for another not much wiser, in Au- 
gust, 1767, a division was made into sixty-seven 
townships, of about 30,000 acres each, which, with 
some reservations, were made over to individuals 
supposed to possess claims upon the govemment. 
They became bound to settle the country in tea 
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jflus, to the extent of at leut one penon for 900 
acres. Tbeir exertions in this respect, howerer, 
were not very effective ; and when they reBolved, 
as the only means of rendering the pfoperty valna- 
ble, to retail itin-amall lots, their prices were too 
high ; nor could they grant that soccage tenure un- 
der the crown which is esteemed the most secure.* 

Considerable efforts, however, were at first made 
to rescue the island from its state of desolation. 
The proprietors succeeded in procaring for it a gov- 
«inor independent of Nova Scotia, ttiough, as al- 
ready mentioned, there were only 150 families resi- 
dent on it. Mr. Patterson, appomted to that office 
in 1770, brought back a number of the exiled Acadi- 
auB. Tracady was settled by Captain Macdonald 
with 300 Highlanders i and Chief Baron Montgoni- 
ery made great efforts to fulfil his proprietary obli- 
gations. A beginning was thus made, a good report 
was spread, the colony received gradual accessionB, 
and in 1773, a constitution being given, the first 
House of Assembly was called. But the governor, 
and General Fanning, who succeeded in 1786, were 
involved in contests with the proprietors and set- 
tlers, who accused them of culpable eagerness to 
acquire landed property for themselves ; these 
feuds, however, seem to have caused no material 
iiyury.t 

Id 1799, inconvenience having been felt from the 
island bearing the same name witb the chief towns 
in New- Brunswick and Newfoundland, it was chan- 
ged to Prince Edward, in honour of the late Duke 
of Kent, who, as commander in America, had di- 
rected some valuable improvements. In 1603, the 
late Earl of Selkirk, who gave so great an impulse 
to emigration, carried over an important colony, 

"■"■'-*— g of about 800 Highlanders. He made the 
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that the settlen soon became very prospeioas, a 
with the friends who have siuce joined them, now 
amount to upward of 4000. 

Governor Desbures, who succeeded Fanning, 
was a man of talent ; &Qd though bis adminiBtratioa 
was considered by do means prudent, yet at no for- 
mer period did the colony adrance so rapidly. In 
1813 he was succeeded by Mr. Smyth, wliose vio- 
lent aud tyrannical conduct caused a general agita- 
tion in the colony. For several years previous to 
1823 he had prevented the meeting of the House of 
Assembly, and when a committee of the inhabitants 
was appointed to draw up a petition for his removal, 
he caused them to be arrested. Mr. Stewart, the 
high sheriiT, however, though at the age of sixty-six, 
made his escape to Nova Scotia, and thence to 
England; where the real state of things was no 
sooner made known than the governor was recall- 
ed, and Lieutenant-colonel Ready appointed to suc- 
ceed him. The conduct of this laat gave general 
satisfaction; and, in conjunction with the House of 
Assembly, he passed many useful acts, and took va- 
rious measures to promote the continued improve- 
ment of the colony." In 1831, Colonel Young re- 
ceived the appointment, and ruled aa lieutenant- 
governor till 1836, in which year Sir John Harvey 
was named his successor. Sir John was very pop- 
ular, but being in 1637 removed to the govermnent 
of New-Brunswick, his place was supplied by Sir 
Charles A. Fitzroy. 

The elements of society in this island present 
scarcely any distinction Itota those described in th« 
other colomes. They consist, first, of a handful of 
Indians, not supposed to exceed thirty fomilies; 
then of about 6000 Acadians ; next of enugnats 
fnm the different parts of the empire, but more 

• H'Ot^or, Td. i., p. 3D1-3M. 381-3S1. 
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e one half the entire population, lids, 
which in 18S7 amounted to 83,473, had in 1833 risen 
to 39,176. Of these, 16,739 were males, and 16,437 
females ; 16,307 being children under the age of eiz- 
teen.* There has been no subsequent census ; but 
the general belief in the colony is, that the actnal 
number does not now fall short of 40,000. 

The constitution is similar to that of the neigb- 
bouring colonies, though on a smaller scale. The 
House of Assembly conaists of eighteen members, 
the council of nine. The chief subject of agitation 
in recent times has been the number of large ab- 
sentee iffoptietors, who have not settled their 
lands, to the extent at least required by their 
grants. The people hare earnestly called for a 
court of escheats, by which this neglected property 
may be forfeited, and tiirown open to public compe* 
titioQ. Many of the small farmers also contem- 
plated relief from the rent now paid to these ab- 
sentees. The British government, however, have 
rejected this measure, though they have agreed to 
the imposition of a tax of U. upon each hundred 
acres of uncultivated land, while that under culture 
shall continne to pay only Si. A bill has beea 
brought in to thi^ effect, by which it is expected that 
tfaeae distant owners will be obUged to open their 
lands to cultivators. 

The Church of England, as in the neighbouring 
colonies, is esteemed the estabhshed one ; but the 
professors of other creeds, besides eujoying the fidl- 
est toleration, are not obliged to contribute to its 
support, and are free from any civil disabihcy. In- 
deed, this persuasion is the least considerable of any, 
and supports only three clergymen. The Scotch 
are much more numerous, and are instructed by 
three teachers of the Establishment, and ten of 
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olber denominmtiotu. The Catholics consiat of th« 
Acadiuis and of the earlier Highland emigrants. 
They have a large chapel at St. Andrews, the reai- 
dence of their biabop, who preaides also over New- 
Brunswick and Cape Breton ; likewise about twelve 
other places of worship. The Methodists too have 
ten; the Baptists only two or three. These state- 
ments show that the means of religious instmctioni 
the want of which was deplored at an early period, 
hear now a very fair proportion to the number of 
inhabitants. 

Nor has the colony shown any want of attention 
to the important baainess of education. Grammar- 
schools are supported at Charlottetown, Prince- 
town, and Georgetown, with a college on a. small 
scale at St. Andrews. By an act passed 30th April, 
1837, a board of education is constituted to exam- 
ine into the qualifications of the teachers, and ap- 
portion the funds. The district-schools are divided 
into two clBBBea ; the first, or lowest, being for the 
most common branches, to which, in the second, 
are to be added Latin and mathematics. For the 
first it is required that the inhabitants shall sub- 
scribe £25 a year, build a sufficient schoolhonse, 
and that there shall be an attendance of twenty 
scholars ; in which case, the legislature adds £li 
a year. For the second class there is required a 
subscription of £35, to which £30 is to be added. 
The number of private schoola in 1833 was 31." 

*]|'On|i)T,TaLi,i>.34S-3W. Co[annHWii,IB33,p.l3. 
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NEWTonNSLAflD Is a large island, by much the 
moat important of those adjacent to the eastern 
coast of North America. On one side it almost 
toaches that continent, while on the other it stretch- 
es far oot into the Atlantic, and approaches con- 
eiderably nearer to Europe than any other point of 
the western hemisphere. It lies between the lati- 
tudes of 46^^ 40' aai 51° SS' north, and the longitu- 
des of 53° 4^ and 59° 31' west. Its circuit is about 
1000 miles ; and being within fifty of Cape Breton, 
it leaves a passage of that breadth into the spa- 
cious Gulf of St. Lawrence. On the other side, the 
Straits of Belleisle, separating it from Labrador, and 
not exceeding ten miles in width, afford a more cir- 
cuitous and perilous entrance into the same gulf. 

This island, in a general view, forms an inegolar 
Iriuigle, having for its base the southern coast, 
which, as well as the eastern, is broken into a auo 
CMsioa flf Tery deep bays, dividing the land b»- 
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tween them into a series of peniiiBtilas. The slioreB 
are generally bold and rug^d, showing dark rocks 
shattered by the waves into varied and often high- 
ly picturesque forms. Great care is necesaary in 
BsUing along them, especially during the thick mists 
with which the atmosphere is often oppressed. 
The surface, consistipg chiefly of granite and other 
primitive rocka, or of soil formed by their disinte- 
gration, is by no means generally fertile. The 
eastern part ts traversed hy coQtinuons hills, while 
in the western division mountains rise usually de- 
tached from each other. From these heights de- 
scend numberless streams, many of which unite 
into broad channels, fallioK into the sea at the head 
of the great bays. They form aiao an immense va^ 
riety of small lakes, which intersect the country in 
every direction, and render traveUing in a direct, 
line almost impracticable. There are also very 
extensive swamps, bearing the aspect of peat- 
mosses. AloDg the rivers and in the recesses of 
the bays, there occur considerable fertile tracts, 
elsewhere described under the name of intervale. 
Tlie very copious moisture, however, renders them, 
without a laborious drainage, much less fitted for 
grain than pasturage. Herds and fiocks might be 
reared with advantage, and would find a ready mar- 
ket at the Gshing-statione. The western shore, 
much less broken, contains a greater proportion of 
favourable soil, but has obtained, as yet, still less 
attention.* 

Yet though the internal resources of the island 
are scanty, and even little improved, it has formed 
hitherto, m a commercial view, the moat important 
of all the English northern possessions. That tem- 
pestuous sea which dashes around it is rich in treas- 
ure i and in its bosom, towards the east, extends 
that celebrated bank which abounds in fish of the 

• Boadutta, vol h., p. ISO. H'Ctiegor, voL i, p. 141-147. 
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most Talusble description. Cod, the princtpa] one, 
is diatiiwuished for its nutritive and palatable qual- 
ities, ana the facility with which, by the proceaa of 
drying, it can be preaetved. This fishing-ground is 
estimated to extend 600 miles ia length and SOO in 
breadth, coDApoeed almost throughout of massea of 
eoUd rock ; but its sides descend precipitously, and 
the increase of depth is great .and sudden.* The 
ocean flowing orer this vast submarine mountain 
coQtaina perhaps as much human food as a com- 
mon land- territory of equal extent. The same pro- 
ductive character distinguishes the shores of New< 
foundland and Labrador. It ia remarkable, that 
while the whale-fishery, which ranks next in^im- 
, portance, can be pursued with success in any one 
place only for a Umited time, here the nations of 
Europe and America have for several centuriM 
laboured indefatigably with nets, lines, and every 
process that can be contrived or im^ned, and yet 
not the slightest diminution of fruitfuLess has ever 
been observed. 

These seas present also another phenomenon, 
fern which, though of an aspect somewhat formi- 
dable, important benefits are drawn. From the wide 
extent of the arctic shores which form the northern 
boundary of this great ocean, not masses only, but 
large fields of ice are annually floated down into the 
neighbourhood of the island. On its surface are 
conveyed large herds of seals, which the adventu- 
rous seamen, by means to be hereafter described, 
contrive to catch, and draw from them a valuable 
Btore of oil. 

This island, as formerly mentioned, was discov- 
ered in 1497 by Cabot. It was the general belief, 
till lately, that this was the first part of the Ameri- 
can coast visited by Europeans ; but it seems now 
to be estsblisbed that the land in question was Vtb- 
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rador, and that Newfoundland was the terHtoiy seen 
immediatelj[ opposite, and named 8t. John's. Con- 
sidering their relative position, the common opinioD, 
making the latter Prince Edward Island, is quite tm- 
lenahle ; yet we should not have thought it impoa- 
sibie tlutt Avalon, or some other large peninsula, 
might have been deemed an island, did not the whit« 
bears, which are found only on Labrador, appear to 
decide in its favour, Newfoundland, however, was 
cerlainlj; discovered in this voyage, and has always 
been claimed by Britain. It is astonishing, consid- 
ering [he obstacles which then existed to maritime 
enterprise, how speedily attention was drawn to it 
by the report of the great abundance of baccalaos, 
as the codfish were then called; found on its shores. 
As early as 1517, we find ii stated by the crew of an 
Enghsh ship that they had left forty vessels, Por- 
tuguese, French, and Spanish, busily employed in 
the fishery. The English at that period were left 
far behind by several other nations in the career of 
discovery ; but they gradually* advanced. Some at- 
tempts were even made to form a settlement; but 
that of Mr. Hore in 1536 was attended by the disaf^ 
trous issue mentioned in a former volume of this 
series. In 1593, when the expedition of Sir Hum- 
phrey Gilbert was undertaken, a number of Enrope- 
an vessels were found busied in the fishery. That 
enterprising commander did not, as we formerly 
showed, attempt any permanent colony, but pro- 
ceeded with that view farther to the south, where 
he met with the losses which led to the fatal ter- 
mination of his undertaking." In 1548 the fishery 
was relieved from several exactions formerly made 
by the Admiralty. In 1578, Anthony Parkhnrst, 
writing to Hakluyt, states that the English shipping 
• Haklujt, YoL iiL, p. 499, M'Phsrson's Amisli of Com- 
metcB (* tols. Wo. Edinburgh, 180S), voL ii., p. 91, Memoir 
of Sebastian Cabot, p. GS-Sb. Polat Seac and lUgioni (Har- 
per*' Familj Librarj, No. »»,), p. isa 
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lud in four yean increased from thirty U> titj vm- 
aets ; Init adds that they could not yet match the 
SjfBniards, who sent 100, besides twentv or thirty 
from Biscay for the wbale-Gahenr ; nor the French, 
who had 150, though of small dimensians. They 
were, however, cruelly harassed by pirates, who 
were at that time extremely numerous, and some 
of them apparently persons of ^at consequence. 
Wfaitboume mentions Peter Eastoa, whom he 
names the arch-pirate, who had with him ten sail 
of well-appointed ships. In 1613, being complete 
blaster of those aeaa, he levied a general contribu- 
tion on the vessels employed in the fishery, and im- 
pressed a hundred men for his squadron. He then 
went to amuse himself at the point of Ferrylaod, in 
the supposed view of afterward proceeding to the 
Azores in quest of the Plate-fleet,* 

About this time, however, we find the first at- 
tempt made on a large scale to colonize that north- 
ern territory. It was chiefly promoted by Mr. Guy, 
Ml intelligent merchant of Bristol, who published 
several pamphlets, and induced a number of influ- 
entiai persons at court to engage in the undertaking. 
Among these were the celebrated Lord Bacon, Lo^ 
Northampton, keeper of the seals, and Sir F'rancia 
Tanfield, chief baron of exchequer. To thera, and 
to forty-one other individuals, a patent was granted 
in 1610, under the designation of the "Treasurer 
and the Company of Adventurers and Planters of 
the citie of London and Bristol for the colony and 
plantation in Newf<(undland." Scruples somewhat 
nicer than usual were felt as to the right by which 
the territory was occupied. It is stated to be " so 
destitute and desolate of inhabitance that scarce any 
one savage person hath in manv yeeres beene seene 
in the most parts thereof." The limits were fixed 

•U'Pb«naa,voLii.,B. 110. Hi]i1art,Tcd.iiL,p.l3£. WhU- 
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that part of the eastern and southern coaetB which 
had been hitherto the chief seat of fishery. The 
patentees were invested with the entire property of 
the land, soil, mines, including even the all-impor- 
tant ones of gold and silver, then dignified with the 
title of royal. They were endowed, too, with those 
regal attributes so profusely lavished on the early 
adventurers. Every privilege, which could be, or 
ever had been, bestowed upon any company, was 
declared, without any special mention, to belong to 
them. The only reservation was the right of fiab- 
ery on the coast to all British subjects. 

Mr. Guy, who had kindled the spirit which led to 
this adventure, was intrusted with its e:tecuiion, and 
created governor of the new colony. In 1610 he 
conveyed thither in three vessels thirty-nine per- 
sons, whom he employed in constructing a dwelling 
and storehouse, with an enclosure 130 feet by 90, 
in which were planted three pieces of ordnance. 
In a letter to Mr. Slaney, the treasurer, he gives aa 
account of the climate, in which at least the strong- 
est prepossession is manifest. He declares that in 
the greatest depth of winter it was not so cold as 
sometimes in England i that .the >rooks had never 
been so frozen but that the slightest weight would 
break the ice ; and that, unless for about fifteen 
days, the settlers could travel to great distances, 
and sleep out in the woods without injury. The 
domestic animals had thriven extremely ; a fine kid 
had " yeaned in the dead of winler." One man had 
died, and four or five been severely afflicted, evi- 
dently with the scurvy ; but he insists that their 
sole malady was laziness ; and that, " if they had 
had as good will to worke aa they had good stom- 
BCkes to their victuals, they would long since have 
bin recovered." Another died "of thought, having 
slaine a man in Rochester." Some other casual- 
ties had occurred, hut nothing that could be justly 
imputed to the country or dim&te. 
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Ony retsmsd to Englaod the fc^oving sessoB, 
leiTiDg the colony in charge of William CotstoO). 
who g&Te a very opposite, and, we BDspect, inucli 
truer occoont. He dares not, he saya, " present the 
vrhole," but December was "very full of mow." 
After tbe middle of January the frost became in- 
tense ; even their beer was frozen, and " the cattle 
did not well thrive." Twenty-five settlers were ill, 
mostly of scurvy ; six died ; the rest recovered in 
eady «pring by the use of turnips. Suy, however, 
having gone back in the summer of 1619, applied 
lumself vigorously to the arrangement of the colo- 
ny. He undertook avoyage of discovery along the 
coast, in the course of which he met two canoesv 
having on board eight IndiimH, with whom he dealt 
very prudently, and held an amicable intercourse. 
It appears that, having abandoned the colony in the 
ccftirse of twelve months, it languished greatly. 

The next account is in 1615, when Captain Whit- 
bonme was sent out to hold a court of admiralty, 
and provide a check for certain abuses of which the 
crews employed in the fishery loudly complained. 
These indeed seem to have been Sagrant. The cap- 
tains had been accustomed to leave their boats and 
salt on the coast, hoping to find them at the begin- 
ning of next season, instead of which, in many 
cases, not a vestige of them remained. IHie bait 
prepared for the next day's fishing was frequently 
stolen out of the nets. The practice of wantonly 
setting fire to the forests, and of sinking at the 
nlouth of the harbours the large stones employed in 

Eressing the fish, threatened serions consequences. 
ittie or no regard was paid by many to the sanctity 
of the Sabbath. He, however, found it easier to 
point out these mischiefs than to devise a remedy; 
and he seems to have placed his chief dependence 
on th» formation of a respectable colony, which he 
QTgeA in the most earnest manner. 
About 1631 the spirit of Newfoundland settl*- 
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ment, having Blnmbend long, revired in great 
strength. Su; George Calvert, afterward Lord Bal- 
timore, obt^ned the grant of a considerable tract 
from Cape St. Mary to the Bay of Balls, with the 
view of planting some of his countrymen, who, pro- 
fessing, uke himself, the Koman Catholic religion, 
might enjoy there its ft^e exercise. Gary, Viscount 
Falkland, one of the most accomplished noblemea 
of the age, undertook to send a colony from Ireland, 
of which he was then lord- lieu tenant. Dr. Vaugh- 
an, a gentleman of Carmarthen, despatched a body 
of Welshmen under the charge of Whilbourne. Mr. 
M'Grego'r considers it very singular that the coast 
should be thus distributed among new adventurers, 
after it had been assigned in such full and absolute 
property to the Bristol company. That body prob- 
ably found the colonizatioaa task beyond their pow- 
er, and very little tempting as to profit. They coo- 
tinned, however, to receive and transmit settlers. 
Whitboume ^ves an account of Lord Falkland's 
terms, to which the otfaera were probably similar. 
Any one who subscribed £100 and settled at least . 
eight persons, was to receive 2000 acres at a rent of 
twenty pence, to which were to be added a con- 
venient apace of ground for erecting stages and fish- 
ing, and also for embarking the produce ; but for 
this last he was to pay SOs. annually. Any labour- 
er who could provide himself with necessaries for 
8 year, and would consent to work five, was then 
to receive 100 acres, paying only a fee of 10>. at 
entry and an annual quit-rent of \d.' * 

Few details are given of the coloniits who went 
out under these conditions ; but they appear to have 
been numerous. Lord Baltimore despatched three 
vessels under Captain Wynne, who represented the 
climate as not more severe than that of England, 
and fitted for valuable grains, even wheat, as well 

• Purchu, vol. if., p. 1879, 1880, 188B. WhitbosnM, p. 04- 
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U fhlits and vegetables. His lordship, upon goinff 
to the colony, built at Ferryland a stroDg fort and & 
handsome house, where he resided a considerable 
iwriod. About twenty years after his first planta- 
tioD, there were estimated to be about 350 famities 
on different parts of the coast. The fishery, at the 
same time, grew rapidly in Importanee. In 1620, 
Tessejs to the number of ISO sailed thither from 
Devonshire, and England began to snpply the de- 
mand in Spain and Italy, The sea,- however, was 
still severely harassed by pirates. 

Lord Baltimore afterward returned to England, 
and, through the favour of Charles I., was enabled 
to found a flourishing colony on the nyire genial 
shores of Maryland. The settlers, sinking into com- 
parative neglect, seem to have given up alt attempts 
at culture, devoting their whole attention to the fish- 
ery, which they carried on by stages from the coast. 
At this time, too, the French began to extend their 
fishing, and to become active rivals to the British. 
In IMS, the king granted them permission to cure 
and dry fish, on paying five per cent, of the produce. 
In 1660 they formed a settlement in the Bay of Pla- 
centia, which they long continued to occupy.* 

In 1663 this branch of industry was encouraged 
by an entire exemption from duty; but about the 
same period began a most relentless pereecution 
against the colonists, excited by the jealousy of the 

Earties carrying on the deep-sea fishery from Eng- 
ind. In 1670, Sir Josiah Child, then the highest 
mercantile authority, published a treatise, complain- 
ing of the decline of this branch, which, though in 
1605 it' had employed S50 vessels, did not ncy en- 
gage more than eighty. This he imputed to tho 
boat-llshery, and anticipated that, if the inhabitanta 
continued to multiply, they could carry on the 
vrhole, and this important nursery of seamen be en- 

• H'PbnMD, VOL a, p. 33\ 3M, «1. 
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tipriy deatroyeil. Tlie only remedy he couU con- 
ceive WKB that of dinplanting. 8o powerMly did 
these argumeata work on the mindB of the Loras of 
Trade and Plantations, that, instead of acceding to 
the request made for a. governor, they deteilnined 
to root ont the entire colony, and reduce the land to 
a desert. Sir John Berry was sent *ith strict in- 
junctions to execute this ruthless de term i nation, to 
burn the houses, and drive out the settlers. That 
officer, however, seems to have mitigated as much 
as possible his cruel commission, and seni home 
strong remonstrances as to the misery which he 
had reluctantly occasioned. In IS76, Downing, a 
resident, piocured an order from the king that the 
people should not be farther molested ; but strict 
injunctions were issued, that no vessel should carry 
ont any emigrants, or permit them to settle. Grier- 
ons complaints were made of the extent to which 
this regulation was evaded, yet no very rigorous 
measures were adopted ; and in 1697, a report was 
published by the Board of Trade, stating that a 
number of inhabitants, not exceeding a thousand, 
might be found useful, if employed in the construc- 
tion of boats, stages, and other materials for ths 
fishery.* 

During tbe yar with Prance, which broke ont in 
consequence of the revolution of 16B8, the settle^ 
menls in Newfoundland endured great vicissitudes. 
Though Britain had uniformly claimed the exclusive 
sovereignty of the island, yet the French, as already 
observed, had, by favour or oversight, been allowed 
Aitl freedom of fishing, and had even formed seveml 
settlements. Having fortified these, they showed 
»a evident wish to get possession of the whole isl- 
and; a circumstance which was stated among the 
grounds of war. In 1693, Commander Williams, 
who was sent with a force against Placentia, siio- 
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oeeded only ia deatroying t, portion of tlie works ; 
while, in I6d6, the Freocli, re-eafoiced by a Bquadr<m 
from Europe, attacked St. John, but without suc- 
cess. The place, however, having suffered severely, 
ftnother armament before the end of the year gained 
possession of and set it on fire. Upon this, Ibber- 
ville, with & body of troops, rooted out all the Bog- 
lisb stations, except Bonavista and Carbonier. A 
fleet, with 1600 men on board, was sent out under 
Admiral Nevil and Sir John Gibson, in hope of r6- 
tiieving these diaasters; but, tbrough the miseoa- 
duct of the commanders, nothing was effected. The 
contest wu teraiiDat«d in 1698 by the Peace of Hys* 
wick, which restored everything to the same state 
as before the commencement of hostilities.* The 
The same year on act was passed fbr the encour- 
agement of the fishery, now declared free to all hia 
majesty's subjects. In order to remedy the disor- 
ders long complained of, it was directed that the 
first ship arriving at any station under the title of 
admiral, and the second and third under those of 
lear koA vice admirals, should be invested with a 
certain jurisdiction over the others. These names 
are conudered by Mr. M'Gregor as ridiculous i but, 
in fact, they were applied at that time as readily to 
ships as to commuiders. The expedient itself was 
soon found very inadequate ; for the captains of the 
Tesseb, notwithstanding their high titles, were fre- 

Saently induced by presents of fish to give corrupt 
eci«ons ; and a general laxity prevailed, for which 
it was not easy to find a remedy.f 

The war of the succession exposed the colony 
again to the attacks of the French, who, though gen- 
erally unfortunate in that contest, were favoured bv 
local situation in their proceedings at Newfound- 
land. Sir John Lake, indeed, in 1703, captured 

* HM1ta.^S4^,34^. _ „ 
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Mveral of their Btnaller settlementa, and took a 
Dumber of prizes i but Admiral Graydon, who was 
sent out in tlie following year, returned without ef- 
fecting anything. In 1705, the troops in Placentia, 
re-enforced by 500 men from Canada, successfully 
attacked the British colonisls. In 1709, their com- 
mander, St. Ovide, surprised and completely destroy- 
ed St. John, and they became maatera of every 
EngUsh station except Carbonier. An expedition 
imder Captain Martin and Colonel Nichi^son irt 
vain attempted to recover these possesaions. The 
attention of our government during this war was 
entirely engrossed by great events on the Continent 
of Europe; but their splendid snccesses here ena^ 
bled them, at the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, to do 
more than retfeem all their losses in that distant 
quarter. Louis XIV. was compelled, by the pres- ' 
sure of circumstances, to yield up all his possessions 
on the coast of Newfoundland. He retained, how* 
ever, for his subjects the right to erect huts and 
stages for fishing along part of the eastern coast, 
from Cape Bonavista to the northern point, and 
thence along the western as far as Pomt Hiche. 
Of this permission they availed themselves so ac- 
tively, that in 1731 they had 400 vessels em[doyed, 
and not only supplied their own country, but rival- 
led the Engbsh m the trade to Spain and the Med- 
iterranean.* 

The English trade continued also to increase, 
owing to greater attention being paid to the mainte- 
nance of^order in this important settlement. In 
1739, on the representation of Lord Vere Beauclerk, 
who commanaed on the station, the colony was 
withdrawn from its nominal dependence on Nova 
Scotia. Captain Osborne, of the Squirrel, was 
named governor, and empowered to appoint jus- 
tices of the peace and other officers ; and, to ena> 
ble them to perform their duties aright, copies of 
• Ihftin, f. 24a M'Phstson, vd. ill, p. 2& 
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"Sb&w'sPracticalJustice of the Peace," and of tha 
chief acts relatiDg to the couotry, were sent to the 
elevea principal stations. The Ashing adventuren, 
however, accustomed to a roving life, submitted 
«ry nnwflltngl7 to any semblance of regular juri^ 
diction. They even craved its abolition; but goT- 
Mnment perseveFed in their own plan, and in 1743 
siqiointed a court of admiralty. As much incon- 
venience arose from the local anthorities not hav- 
ing the power of life and death. Captain Drake, ia 
17SI, received authority to appoint commissioners 
of oyer and terminer for the ezeicise of criminal 

In the war which lm>ke out in IT56, the French, 
after having sustained some severe losses, succeed- 
ed so fiu* as to obtain poasession of St. John and 
«OMe other important statious. These were, how* 
ever, soon retaken ; and by the peace of Paris in 
1763, ttie arrangements with regard to the fishery 
were restored to the same state as before the con- 
test* 

After the conclusion uf this treaty, the British 
govemmenl began to pay increased attention to ev- 
erything connected with the Gshei^ ; and upon due 
investigation it was resolved to discontinue all at- 
tempts to check the resident Gshermen. It appear- 
ed, indeed, that their branch of industry, through 
local advantages, and in spite of every opposition, 
lutd become much more productive than that of the 
■hips. Thus, while the latter employed 177 ves- 
sels, (be tonnage of which was 17,368, and produced 
136,840 quintals of fish, the former cured 310,576 
quintals. A considerable quantity was also taken 
by what were termed by-boats, and other vesaela 
frota diSisrent parts of British America. The total 
export to foreign countries amounted to 193,6S4 
'"''■ *o which were added seal-oil to the value 
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of £S100, and f\iTa rained at £9Ba. At thii time, 
too, the fisheries on the Labrador coast began to rise 
into imparlance. Whales and seals, howerer, wen 
almost 1 he only object of pursuit, which was cairind 
on by 117 sloops and schooners from British Amer- 
ica, and yielded a produce valued at jGICW.oOO. In 
1763, thta coast being politically separated from 
Canada, was annexed lo Newfoundland ; and in 1764, 
a collector and comptroller of customs were estaib- 
lished at St. John.* 

• The unhappy contest with the American colonies, 
which ended in their separation from Great Britain, 
materially unhinged the arrangements of the Beb- 
ory. In 1775, when the hostile movements appear- 
ed to be fnlly organized, the question arose. Wheth- 
er the rebels, having renounced all commercial in- 
tercourse with the mother country, were entitled to 
participate in this lucrative trade 1 It was urged 
]n reply by the merchants of London, that, if ex- 
cluded, a number of industrious men would be ru- 
ined, and driven to recruit the forces of the enemy. 
The opposite opinion, supported by the merchants 
of Poole, prevailed in the cabinet; the exclnsioa 
was enforced, and produced not only all the evito 
vhich had been predicted, but another, the dread of 
vhich had been regarded as chimerical. Theso 
colonies had supplied the ships employed in the 
fishery with all their provisions; and this intercourse 
being still left open to them, it appeared improbable 
that they would renounce the large profits which it 
aflbrded. Animated, however, 1^ strong feelingK 
of revenge, they prohibited the conveyance of any 
supplies whatever to the British ; and when the ves- 
sels went out, they found with dismay that, instead 
of prosecuting the object of their voyage, they must 
consider only how to escape starvation. 'Riey 
found it necessary either to return home or lo le- 

•H'Phenoa,VDLiii.,p.3T7, 433,434. M'Oieg<)r,Kil.i.,p. IMl 
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8 met, though witb great cost s 
ftcHltyj «ai the settlemeatB, meantinie, were not 
disturbed by any hostile iBvasion. A.t the closet 
however, Briiaio, pressed by a confederacy of the 
marilime powers, was obliged to grant terms somft- 
what more favourable. The French not only re- 
tained their privilege of fishing, and of building buta 
and stages, upon & somewhat extended line of coast; 
but it was stipulated that English subjects should 
remove from all establishments formed within the 
limits assigned ra these foreigners ; and in 1788 in- 
stnictionB were sent to enforce this article. EveD 
the Americans obtained conditions which hare been 
deeply lamented by zealous patriots, and will bo 
afterward particularly noticed.' 

Britain, however, made at this time great exer- 
tions, and granted liberal bounties for the encour- 
agement of her fisheries. A law, passed in 1775, 
sAowed £40 to the first twenty-five ships, £30 to 
the next hundred, and £10 to the secona hundred, 
which should land a cargo of fish in Newfoundland 



for ten years with some additioos- 

In 1786, it appeared that the permanent inhaU- 
tants amounted to 10,314, who had 8034 acres under 
coltivation. As their numbers and wealth increas- 
ed, they more and more felt the want of some better 
system of law than could be administered by naval 
officers and mercantile captains. In 1T80, Admiral 
Milbanke, who went out as governor, received au- 
thority to establish a new court ; and aa this did not 
afford satisfaction, power was given in 1792 to set- 
tle a chief justice, with snrrogate courts, in the prin- 
cipal distncts-t 
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The long wu that now ennied between Biitaia 
mnd F^nce was not attended with anjr evil to New- 
foundland, being all the while complelelj protected 
by the British navjr ; and, in point of fact, during its 
latter period especiaUy, the fisheries rose to a pitcb 
of proBperity quite unprecedented. England, be- 
ing able to exclude bII the other European states, 
while AmeVica had not yet resources sufficient to 
enter into very formidable rivalry, enjoyed almost 
a monopoly of that trade. In 1814, the exports 
are said to have riseu to the enormous amount of 
^B31,53B. At the conclusion of peace in 1811, a 
deputation of merchants and others connected witb 
Newfoundland entreated govemment not to concede 
to FiKUce her extensive rights of fishery. As that 
power, however, was considered by the restoration 
of Louis XVIII. to have been converted from an 
enemy into an ally, the liberal policy was adopted 
of giving back all her foreign posaesBions, exactly 
as they stood at the commencement of the war. 
But Newfoundland suffered very severely from this 
renewed competition, both in the diminution of thft 
fishery, and the serious fall in the value of its prod- 
uce. These losses, no doubt, have been in a great 
measure repaired, and the cod-flshery, though it has 
never reached the height it once did, has been stead- 
ily supported, while uiat of seals has been vastly 
extended.* 

The government of this island was long adminis- 
tered by naval commanders appointed to cruise on 
the fishing-station, bnt who returned to Britain in 
winter; among w{iom are found Rodney, Byng, 
Gambier, and other eminent names. Within the laat 
tea or twelve years, however, it has been deemed 
eligible to have a resident governor, whose func- 
tions are entirely limited to this important office. 
It has been successively held by Sir Charles Haia- 

■ H-engor, Td. i, p. 174, 939. llHtlD, p. WT. 
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Hum, Sir Thomas Cochrane, and Captain Preaoott, 
who is at [veaent iiiTest«d with this authority. At 
the same time also, a warm controrersy arose re- 
gpectioff a representative assembly, which was ear- 
nestly demanded by the resident iahabitaots, while 
nercbants in Britain connected with the ialuid 
dreaded lest it should interfere with the regular 
«>nrse of bnainesa. la 1833, however, it was de- 
termioed to grant this boon, and upon an extremely 
liberal footing, the assembly being elected by a bui- 
A^age almost universal. This sjretem has hitherto 
worked very inharmoniously, the popular body har- 
ing been in a state of violent coUision, both with 
the executive and the mercantile interest. The sea- 
aion of 1B37 waa opened by their demanding to 
elect their own clerk, serge an t-at- arms, and a con- 
stable ; a right which the conatitution bad not Tested 
in them. In the course of the sittings they threw 
one of the judges into prison. The inSuence of the 
Catholic clergy in the elections is much complained 
of; bat in the absence of any ofQcial documents 
our information is very imperfect. The principal 
nwrehanta, it is said, have made remonstrances to 
the government at home, representing that trade is 
injured and property rendered insecure by the pro- 
ceedings of the assembly. On the other hand, that 
body presented an address to Lord Durham, express- 
ing the strongest sentimenia of loyalty, and deny- 
ing any intention to disturb the peace of the com- 
munity. 

The chief British settlements are on the lai^ 
peninsula named Avalou, constituting the southeast- 
em part of the island. It is formed by the deep 
bays of Trinity uid Placentia, separated only by an 
isthmus of about three miles broad. The smaller 
parallel bays of St. Mary and Conception divide the 
district into three lesser peninsulas, giving to it aa 
uncommon extent and variety of coast; while the 
proximity to Earope, and still more to the Great 
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Bank, hu almjrB earned it to be viewed u the 
most valuable part of Newfoundland. Even since 
tiie coast-fishery became bo important, the ezhaust- 
lesB supply found in these winding bays, and the fa- 
cility with which it can be carried on from stages 
erected on the shore, preserve for this station its 
original consequence. 

St. John, the capital, is not situated in any of 
those bays, but on the most eastern part of the 
coast facing the Great Bank and the expanse of the 
Atlantic. This position is very convenient for ships 
coming either from Europe or America, and partic- 
nlariy for the deep sea and seal fisheries. That, 
too, carried on within its own harbour is most abun- 
dant, and, from the singular fertility of the cod, is 
still as unexhausted as if it were begun every year 
on a fresh field. This port is spacious and secure, 
having its entrance guarded by lofty and almost per- 
pendicular cliffs, forming a fine specimen of tbe 
grand scenery of the island. The passage, though 
narrow, admitting only one large vessel at a time, 
is easy, and, on the whole, secure, there being only 
at a single point a roc^ shelf, against which the 
navigator must guard. Batteries stand at different 
points on the shore, and behind the harbour rises a 
steep hill with a signal-post. For further security, 
Forts Townshend and William rise at a due distaoca 
in the rear of the town. 

St. John, even after all its improvements, still 
bears the aspect of a fishing station. It consists of 
Water-street, about a mile in length, narrow, and 
extending entirely along the sea, into which at d- 



tant period reached across the streets, and the pas- 
sengers were obliged to walk under them ; for the 
Sireatobject with tbe inhabitants hasdwavs been to 
procure as mnch space as possible for these «rec- 
tioos. This street, from forty to Sfty feet broad, 
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contains some handgorae Btone hotiHea, bnt irrego- 
luij mixed with a larger number oreomewhat hum- 
ble wooden tenements. 

Beyond Cape St. John, the northern limit of Notra 
Dame Bay, extends what may be termed the French 
coast, where that nation still enjoy a right of fish- 
ery, but whet« neither they nor the British are al- 
lowed to fonn any permanent settlement. It is, 
therefore, almost qnite destittite of any Axed habi- 
tations, and imperfectly Icnown. The French, how- 
over, allow a limited number of onr countrymen to 
reside, and even to fish, on condition of protecting 
their machinery and keeping it in order daring their 
■bsence in winter or on other occasions. 

The two small islands of St. Pierre and Miquelon, 
near the mouth of Fortune Bay, have been ceded to 
the French in entire sovereignly, and made the head- 
quarters of their fisheries. They maintain here a 
governor with a small garrison, but are not allowed 
to erect fortificationa. The surface is high and rug- 

5ed, yielding only shrubs, moss, and grass, thon^ 
le shores afford good fishing-stations.* 

LisaAnOB forms an extensive appendage to New- 
foundlaod, its coast reaching from 50° to 61° north 
UtiUide. it is generally described as one of the 
most dreary and naked regions on the face of 
lbs globe. Scarcely anything appears except high 
rocks, destitute of vegetation, and shattered into 
Augments. It presents, in fact, under an aggravatod 
form, that stern aspect which distinguishes the east- 
ern coastsof Nova Scotia and Newfoundland. Yet, 
according to Mr. Cartwright, who spent many years 
in the country, this representation, derived from the 
view of its iron-hound coast, has been carried much 
too fsr. Onpenetratinga httle way into the inlerior, 
or even to the head of the bays, the surface is found 

• M'OiqOT, VOL L, p. SH. 
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thickly clothed with pine-trees and a profnaion of 
delicate berries. It is eTeiywhere most copiouily 
irrigated b; brooks, streams, ponds, and lakes. The 
country seems, therefore, not incapEible of cultiva- 
tion, yet many changes must take place before it 
can repay the necessary labour. Its wealth, as yet, 
is denved almost solely from the sea. Like tha 
other coasts mentioned, and even in a greater de- 
gree, it is broken into deep bays, bordered by ihon- 
sandi of islands, and affording at once safe harbours 
and productive fishing- stations. 

The fishery on the Labrador shore is nearly con* 
fined to the southeaaiem tract opposite to New- 
foundland, and separated from it by the Straits of 
Belleisle. It did not begin till about a century ago, 
but has since made such advances as almost to rival 
that of Newfoundland. White its bays are equally 
rich in cod, the take of salmon is much more ei- 
tenBive,and that of seals affords an occupation which 
fills up intervals otherwise unemployed. The fur- 
trade, too, affords an advantageous winter occupy* 

The settlements on this coast can in no case as- 
rare to the character of towns, or even of villages. 
They are merely stations where companies from 
England or Newfoundland maintain bnildinga or 
maciiinery, to which vessels are sent during the 
summer. In wint«r, a few inhabitants left to take 
care of them also employ themselves in capturing 
seals and fur-bearing animals. Bradore Bay, con- 
taining the most southerly of these settlements, has 
deep water, but is rendered extremely dangerous hy 
a vast number of small rocks. It presents only 
about ten inhabitants. L'Anse le Blanc, or I'Anse 
le Clair, has about fifty ]>eople and the beat sed- 
fishery on the straits, but its harbour cannot receive 
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luge Tosaela. Forte&it Bay, about ten miles to the 
northeast, contains the most coDsiderable of all the 
settlemeota, though the anchorage be not very se> 
core. The captnia who first Hrrivee here Ib digaiSed 
with the title offishing-admiral, and enjo]ra a certain 
jurisdiction over the coast. One side is occupied 
by English, the other by Guernsey men ; the former 
remain through the winter, while the latter quit the 
coast in autumn ; but these last are said to be the 
more active Sshers. 

llie remotest and most desolate part of this re- 
gion, beyond the limits of regular settlement, and 
tenanted only by wandering Esquimaux, has long 
been the seat of missionary establishments, so im- 
portant as to be well deserving of notice. They 
were instituted by the Moravian Brethren, a body 
of men who, in this department of Christian benevo- 
lence, have distinguished themselves by perseve- 
rance, devotedness, and sound judgment. They 
had early formed, with great success, a mission at 
Hermhut and other points on the western coast of 
Greenland. John Christian Erhardt, one of their 
number, having, in his employment as a pilot, visited 
it in 1749, and learned that a similar people inhabited 
the opposite coast, conceived an ardent zeal for ex- 
tending to them the same benefits. This enterprise 
was seconded by Count ZinzendorS*, the head of 
the order; and m 1752, three London merchants, 
Nisbet, Grace, and Bell, fitted out a vessel for the 
joint purpose of trade and religious instruction. A 
wooden house was conveyed thither in frame ; but 
after they had landed, and affairs seemed in a pTom- 
ising state, Erhardt and six others were murdered 
by the natives for the sake of their property. AB 
the rest were then obUged to return. 

The brethren, however, were not discouraged 
and in 1764, Jens Haven, a carpenter, after long 
revolving the design, determined to attempt making 
his way by Newfoundland. Shr Hugh Palliser, then 
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MT^nor, affoided him eutxj eccouragomeDt ; bnt 
lae cruel treatmeat infiicted on the nfttiveB had ren- 
dered ihem BO irrecoDcilably hoBttle to the Britiah, 
that they were woat to flee at their approach, and 
destroy auchaa fell into their hands. In the month 
of September, Haven found an opportunity of ad- 
dressing an Eaquimanx in his own language, and, 
entering into familiar conversation, suffered himself 
to be iMto alaive party, with whom he held friend- 
]y intercourse. From bis kognage and kindly ad- 
cu^BB they welcomed him as one of thems^ves. 
On hie return to England with this favourable re- 
port, another ship was sent ont, and an amicable 
communication on a greater scale was commenced. 
Still the miaaionaries had not materials far forming 
ft colony i and, notwithstanding the faronn^le ac- 
counts which they carried home, particular circum- 
stances suspended during five years any farther 
operations.* 

Meantime, in 1T6S, a contest arose between the 
Europeans and the natives, when a number of the 
latter were taken prisoners ; two of whom, Mikak, 
a woman, and her son Karpik, were brought to Lod- 
don, where they excited a good deal of curiosity. 
The former, being a very intelligent person, wsg 
much struck with the superior benefits of social life, 
and became anxious to communicate some of them 
to her countrymen. Chancing to meet with Haven, 
whom she had known in Lshrador, she entreated 
him to folfil his purpose of forming a mission in 
thst province. His zeal waa rekindled, and Sir 
Hugh Palliser and other friends procDred for him, 
through the Board of Tnide, a grant of 100,000 acres, 
with a recommendation to the governor of New- 
foundland to afford his aid. A ship was fltted out, 
in which the carpenter sailed with two companions, 
Drachart and Jenson, and by deans of MikaJt easily 
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opened a yery cordial commmiication with her kiaa- 
men. Notwithstnnding the gr&ot, ii was very prop- 
erly determiaed to negoti&te a parchase, on which 
they unanimously cried out, " Pay, pay [" intima- 
ting their readiness on these terms to give any quan- 
tity of land which might be desired. The brethren, 
having fixed on a suitable place, returned, and, in 
the course of the winter, collected a party of four- 
teen, who agreed to combine in forming a pcrma- 
sent mission. They sailed on the BthMay, 1T7I, 
and arrived on the 9th Aoguat at the appointed spot, 
in 56° 3ft' north latitude, which Ihey named Nain. 
They immediately laid the foundation of a wooden 
house, enclosing it with a palisade, which, however, 
proved Buperfluoua, as the natives, instead of any 
disposition to do mischief, eagerly rendered every 
service. The brethren, while supplying their dis- 
ciples with useful instniments, made it a rule that 
■omething should always be taken in return, to pre- 
Tent them from viewing themselves aa dependaiit 
upon the miasioD. In 1773 they were visited by Lieu- 
tenant Curtis, whose voyage has been already no- 
ticed, and who had been instructed to ascertain if 
they still survived. He was much surprised, io- 
atead of dark, sour, starving fanatics, dwelling in 
hots of earth, to fiud them cheerful, comfort^le, 
nnd on the best terms with the inhabitants. Yet 
the effect of their instructioos was much impaired 
tnr the migratory habits of their pupils, who almost 
all left the settlement during winter. By degrees, 
bowever, about eighty were mduced to remain, and 
constitute a permanent congregation. Two other 
stations were soon afterward formed, whidi had 
the eflTect of bringing them in contact with nearty 
the whole race ; one at Okkak, in 56° 30', about 130 
miles north of Nain, and another at Hopedale, in 
KPVy. 

The brethren thus made a favourable beginning, 
and found no difficulty in inducing many of the Bar 

Vol. ii.— L 
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tires to attend their meetings, and eren to avow an 
outward profeBBion of Christiamty. Yet they en- 
dured many vicissitudes and much anxiety as to the 
spiritual condition of their converts. It was soon 
discovered that the great question with the piose- 
lyteB was, whether tlie new obaerrances would be 
favourable to their temporal interest. Being warn- 
ed not to invoke Tomgak, hut to call only upon 
Jeans, they inquired if they would thereby get good 
weather, and catch the whale more easily. On be- 
ing told of the mercy and power of the Saviour, they 
expressed a hope, that, smce such a great lord waa 
their friend, he would securd them from the Ka- 
blunats (Europeans), and assiBt them against the 
Kraler, a hostile tribe to the northward. It waa 
found that some of the most decided professors atitl 
carried on their magical and superstitious practicea 
in secret. Hikak herself, in whom they had hoped 
to find a powerful instrument of conversion, retaiit> 
ed still her eminence as a magician ; and happeaing 
once to lodge under her roof, they had the affiction, 
during the whole night, to hear the house resonnd 
vith her savage incantations. There appeared a 
dispasilion to mix the creeds, which could by no 
means be tolerated. The same magic rites wers 
practised, subetitutiuE only the name of Jesus for 
that of Torn^k; ana on one occasion a dog was 
killed, and six persons sprinkled with the blood, 
like that of the Paschal Lamb. Seasons of severe 
sickness, nsuallj^ favourable to serious thought, 
were here the times of trial and backsliding ; for 
having invariably looked to the conjuror for a cure, 
tbey could scarcely be prevented from having re- 
course to him. These practices were carefully con- 
cealed from the misaioaaries, who often learned with 
dismay their continned prevalence among those of 
whom they had cherished the beat hopes. The mild 
character often ascribed to this race was found by 
no means imiformly supported, for even nmrdars 
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UDong themselvee wcie not tinlVeqnent. ToglaTiiiki 
the huabuid of Mikak, was both a conjuror &nd a 
ruSan, and on a joaraey had killed two of his com- 
panions with the supposed view of seizing and sell- 
ing their wives. PolyKamj' was usually practised 
to the utmost extent of the husband's means; and 
while it was considered as conferring dignity, it 

E 'bided a sure profit, as the wives worked hard. 
3ter, one of their earliest converts, having con- 
structed a large kayak, the brethren were dismay- 
ed to learn that he had taken unto himself four 
wives, two of whom were mother and daughter. 
On receiving & solemn remonstrance, he admitted 
and bewailed his sin, yet could not be induced to 
quit it, because, without this number of hands, he 
could not manage his boat. Owing to these causes, 
as the missionaries were strictly jealous as to ad- 
mission to ordinances of the gospel, the three set- 
tlementa in 1789 contained omy eighty persona 
either baptized or candidates for baptism.* ' 

It was not, in fact, till a new generation arose, not 
initialed in the savage and recKless habits of their 
parents, that any general change could be efiected. 
About 1605, thirty-four years after their first settle- 
ment, tbey began to reap the fruit of their prayers 
and teai«. From that time there was a progressive 
improvement. In 1610, the number of inhabitants 
baptized, or desirous to receive the sacrament of 
initiation, was 365. In 1831, there were 471 bap- 
tized, and 45 candidates; and in 1834, the whole 
nnmber of Christian Esquimaux under their charge 
amounted to 706. An important alteration had been 
effected, not only in their religions belief, but in 
tfaeir moral as well as physical well-being. Murder 
and acts of violence against each other had ceased, 
and the mutual enmities which many of them had 
indulged were renounced. They were taught to 

• Horaviaiu ip Ubndor, p. 94-96, lSl-193, 1ST, 118, 394. 
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bttild better btnts mud more mbatantia] hcmses, to 
nee more efficactons aets and other implements of 
fisbidg, and to pnctise foTeeight and economy; by 
which means they enjoyed plenty while tbeir unin- 
ttmcted tiei|;hbours were Btairing. They were, in 

Kneral, taught to read, and many of them to write. 
1831, copiee of the New TeHtaroent were supplied 
by the British and Foreign Bible Society, and in 
the autumn of the same year. Captain Martin, of the 
Ciinker aloop of war, being sent by the goveroor 
of Newfoundland to visit the aetuements, ^nt 
some days at each, and was quite delighted with 
the improvement effected on the people. His re* 
pott fa!cilitated the deai^ which they nad for soma 
time cherished, of formmg a fonrtii settlement still 
faither to the north, in Ungava Bay, at the entrance 
of Hudson's Strait. This was accomplished in 1898 
and 1SS9, at a place called Kangertluksoak, a name 
which was changed to Hebron. The country was 
more level, and even the climate milder than at 
Okkak; hut there being no wood in the Ticinity, 
they were obliged to transport all the materials for 
building a house from the former place. Appear- 
ances were, on the whole, as promising as could ha 
expected. In 1833 they had a congregation of 183, 
eighty-two of whom, Jio we*er, had Joined trom oth- 
er settlements.* 

Among the different branches of industry, that of 
fishing, which in oUier countries ranks only as a 
■ecoiMary puianit, posseeaes in Newfoundland such 
a superior importance as to claim our first attention. 
Almost from tiie earliest discovery of America, this 
occupation was followed upon a large scale by ths 
maritime nations ; but for a long time it was chiefly 
confined to the Great Bank, and to vessels sailing 
from European ports. As soon, however, as per- 

• HonTiuu in Ubtador, p. 186, S03, 207^10, 3i9, 3B1, 296, 
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mauent settlements began to be formed, it mtm 
found that the southeasteni coait, rocky and deej^ 
embayed, afforded a supply almost equally exhauat- 
less, the produce of nhicb could be cured inere much 
more cheaply and conveniently. When, therefore,- 
the coast-fishery was established, the ships employ- 
ed on the banks found extreme difficulty in m^ine 
head against it ; and though tbe merchants pr6cure^ 
as we have seen, the most violent orders for the 
extirpation both of the fisheries and settlements, 
these proved altogether unavaihng. The one branch 
continually increased, while the other declined, till 
it does not now employ above eight or ten sloops.* 
If the French and Americans, to the grief of our 
colonial patriots, still carry it on to a certain extent, 
we may conclude that it is entirely owing to the 
want of the same convenience on shore. 

The first operation of the coast-fisher is to erect 
what is termed a fish-flake, raised upon posts which 
support a platform covered with dry fern. It 
stretches so far into the sea that boats can readily 
approach. From the spot thus prepared, the boats, 
at dawn of day, push out to the best fishing-ground 
within reach, which, from circumstances not yet 
fully understood, is sometimes ven[ near, and some- 
times changes to a considerable distance. Across 
each boat is a succession of hint like the counters 
of a shop, separated by flat spaces, on each of which 
stands a fisherman. He is furnished with two lines, 
having two hooks fastened on each. These an 
baited chiefly with capelin or herrings, and some- 
times even with the flesh of birds. When all these 
fail, a jigger or artificial fish of lead is thrown in, 
and is often caught at by the voracious animal. 
The nets are cast, one on each side of the boat ; the 
first filled is drawn up i the fish, stunned by blows, are 
dirown into the bin, and the hooks, after being re- 

* H'Giegoi, ToL L, p. 240. 
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bajtod, are ntmned to the sea. The opposite net, 
which is then drawn up, is handled in the same man- 
ner. This task cuntiones till the boat is filled, often 
in a yery short time. The men then hasten to the 
fiakeB, upon which the flsh are hastily thrown byti 
pike stuck in the head, not injuriii^ the body. The 
crew again return to the flshiag-grouiKl, whence, in 
the course, perhaps, of an hour or two, Ihej bring in 
■ fresh cai^o. 

From the top of the flake the fish is carried into 
the salting-house, where a new class of operations 
commences. This structare is provided with one 
or more tables, round which, invested in leathern 
aprons, are seated three important personages, the 
QUtihroat, the header, and the sphtter. The first, 
with a sharp- pointed, double-edged knife, cuts open 
the fish through its whole length. The header, to 
whom it is then passed, removes the head and en- 
trails, preserving, in many cases, the liver and 
sounds, and dropping the rest into the sea. The 
splitter, to whom it is nest transferred, by two dex- 
terous cuts, removes the back-bone ) an operation 
considered so nice, that he receives the highest 
wages, and ranks next to the master. These three 
operations are usually performed upon half a dozen 
subjects in the course of a single mmule. The fish, 
thus- prepared, is placed in hand-barrows, and con- 
veyed to the Salter, whose business is also consid- 
ered vei^ important. Having spread over each a 
due portion of salt, he piles them above each other 
with the backs undermast. When thev have thus 
remained for a few days, the salt is washed off with 
a soft mop, during which process they are placed in 
a box with holes underneath for the water to run 
off. Farther to complete the draining, they are 

Eiled in long heaps, bearing the odd name of water- 
orses. 

the fish have remained a day in I 

This ii 
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affsctsd by spreading Uiem on BAea with the itabf 
Mb nppennost, and leaving th«m thus exposed tiU 
sunset, turning them once a day. At nigbt tbey are 
piled ^MTe each other, with the backs uppermost, 
in be^M called fagots or flackets, which often accn- 
mnlate (iU they resemble haystacks. If rain occurs 
dnring the day, those lying oat are hastily throwD 
into this shape. Even when well dried, they ate 
left in this form to sweat, as the sailors term it; 
when, being considered thoroughly cured, tbey are 
lodged in warehouses. 

The fish is liable to various injuries, either through 
neglect or unfavourable weather. If the latter be 
very hot, it becomes flyblown and maggoty, and a 
few in this state are in some cases found to infect 
the rest. Too much salt causes the fibres to break, 
and pieces to separate ; it is then called saltbumt. 
If sunburnt, the effect is nearly similar. Damp or 
wet may occasion putrefaction, or make the miss 
assume a brownish colour, when it is called dunfish. 

Before the cod is exported or delivered for con- 
sumption, it undergoes a final drying, and is then, 
after careful inspection, divided into ihree aorts : 1. 
Merchantable, of perfect good (juality, fit for the 
best markets. 3. Madeira, infenor, yet still good. 
3. West India, decidedly inferior, yet capable of 
standing a sea voyage, and being kept a considera- 
ble time. These last are chiefly destined for the 
aliment of the negroes in the colonies. There re- 
main the dnnfish and others discoloured, broken, 
and otherwise damaged, which nevertheless may b« 
as fit as others for immediate consumption, to which 
they are therefore applied.* 

The bank-fisberyis managed upon the same prin- 
ciples, modified by the situation. The vessels, usu- 
ally large and from European ports, anchor in the 
midst of the. best fishing-grotmd. An exterior plat- 
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form is raised along the sides ; and the men ara 
protected from the weather by ui awning. When 
a flsh is caught, a boy takes it to those who are to 
cat and split it ; after which it is thrown into lie 
hold. When a cargo is completed, it most be taliea 
and dried on shore. This process, however, is often 
performed too late, and with fewer conveniences, 
and hence the bank-fish is inferior in appearance, 
and, to a certain degree, in qnality. It is, however, 
of a larger size, which secures a preference in some 
marketg.*. 

Views of this important branch of industry have 
already been given m the historical sketch ; to these 
we now add its amount since 1790 in quintals, which 
are equivalent to hundred- weights. 

I . , 760,177 

I . . 619,177 

I . . 883,536 

674,986 

I 7is,ssa 

Hence it will appear that, aft£r many variations, 
the produce at the end of this long period has re- 
turned to nearly the same amount as at the begin- 
ning. The price obtained for it, however, has va- 
ried remarkably. In 1814 it was estimated at X3 
per quintal ; in 1831, 1832, and 1833, at no more 
than IOj. In 1834 it rose to about 13«. ; but in 1B36 
again fell to lOj.f 

The stationary state of the cod-fishery has been 
in a great measure compensated by the active pros- 
ecution of that of the seal. This pursuit is emi- 
nently characteristic of the daring hardihood of 
British colonials. Prom the regions of ice on the 
Arctic shores, as already noticed, numerous fields, 

• H'aiBgor, Tol. i., p. SaO. CluppBll, p. 122, 
t BliM, p. 88, 69. M'Oregor, m(. i„ p. S3». Cokxiial Tt- 
bin, 1832, p. 30; 1833, p. 18 ; 1834, p. 1^ 



HiwroiFtriiuiis. 129 

Mpanted hy the fiist Bpring ttaawt, are floated 
down into the more tempente seaa, briDging upon 
their sarfue herds of tMHe amphibious Baimals. 
To meet their arrival, the fishermen, in vessele of 
about 190 tons, set sail eariy in Uarch, and proceed, 
amid the gloom ol fog and tempest, till they en- 
coanter one of these hose floating masBea. The 
mariners seek those level parts, called seal-mead- 
ows, where they attack the creatures sleeping ubu- 
^y in large bodies. The piteous cries of these 
harmlefta animals, as they fall under successive 
blows, cause a painful sensation to those whom 
hatrit has not steeled against such impresaiong. 
When the weather admits, the skin with the blab- 
ber beneath are stripped off, and stowed into the 
vessel, leaving the useless parts; but circumstan- 
ces ofien render it necessary to carry off the whole 
carcass. The fat, when separated from the skin 
and cut into slices, is put into framework vats, with 
bonghs inside, through which the oil oozes, and in 
three or four weeks becomes fit for use. The crewi 
letnm by the end of April, in time to engage in the 
cod-fishery. 

On the coast of Newfonndlsnd, and still mon 
largdy on that of Labrador, seals are caught by 
nets. The most approved mode is to form two 
adjacent frameworks, one fixed, while the other 
nearest the shore is moveable, and in the first in- 
stance kept beneath the surface. Efforts are ma^e, 
by firing muakets and otherwise, to drive the ani- 
Eoals into the space between the frames ; when this 
is done, the moveable one is suddenly raised, and 
completely encloses them. 

The following statement, from the time when 
this branch began to rise into imixirtance, showa 
its rapid progress, with some variations : 
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331,510 




. . 12^1 


559,3*2 




. . 10,010 


442,883 




9030 


3(W,15S 




. . 11,780 


Sa7,4M 
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Compared to these rich prodacts of the vaterst 
aj^culture, elsewhere the maio staple of induB> 
tr^, is held bere aa leas worthy of pursuit. The 
chmate is a good deal more severe than in CanadBi 
and Nova Scotia, and the aoil ia fertile only in the 
alluvial tracts oa the rivers, and at the head of the 
bays, whither settlement has not yet reached. The 
western coast is described as more favourable; bnt 
no advantage can be drawn from it while the' Brit- 
ish and French unite to prevent each other from 
settling. Indeed, until good land becomes scarce 
in America, it cannot be expected that the a^cid- 
turiat will be attracted by a situation ao decidedly 
inferior. By the census of 1836, it Eippears that 
only 25,000 acres are occupied, and of these only 
11,1)00 are under cultivation. With care they may 
be made to yield com of every description ; but 
hitherto the oats only are realty good. The aggre- 
Bste produce little exceeds 10,000 bushels; hence 
the country ia almost entirely dependent for bread- 
eom upon the United States and Europe. Potatoes 
form the most important object, the soil being ex- 
cellently adapted for them, while the conveyance 
from abroad would be attended with very heavy 

Commerce, compared with the population and 
wealth, is carried on more extensively than in per- 
haps any other country. Nearly the whole produce 
is destined for foreign markets, whence in return 
are imported all the necessaries and luxuries of life. 

It is proper now to take some farther notice of 
the privileges as to flstuDK ei^oyed and elaimed bv 
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the French on tb« coast. It does not si^ir, not- 
withstanding the claims founded on the diBCovery b^ 
Cabot, thai, down to the treaty of Utrecht in 1713, 
any serious opposition was made to other nalioos 
fishing, and even forming Betltements on the unoccu- 
pied coasts. France, which established several im- 
portant ones, had held them for upward of half a cen- 
tury i and they had been recognised as hers by the 
peace of Rysnick. Before that of Utrecht she had 
conquered most of those of England, and was nearly 
in possession of the whole island : Britain, therefore, 
iosteadof throwing away what she had, made a most 
important scquiaition, when, by that negotiation, she 
obtained the entire territoriu dominion of New- 
foundland, with the exclusive fishery on its best 
coasts. She could not, however, erasp everylhing; 
and the cabinet of Paris natur^y made a groat 
stand to retain aome hold of this important trade, 
in which their people had been longengaged. They 
obtained the concurrent right of fishing, without that 
of settling, on the northern shore between Cape Bolt' 
wista on the east and Point Riche on the west. 

By the treaty of 17B3, the French obtained some 
important additions. By this treaty, France, on 
ceding her claim upon the part of the eastern coast 
between Cape Bonaviata and St. John, obtained its 
extension to the whole of the western, termmating . 
on the south at Cape Hay. The part thus acquired 
was more extensive than that ceded, but less fa- 
vourable for fishing, so that there was not on this 
account any very material change. 

The French part includes a considerable extent of 
good fishing-ground north of Cape St. John, though 
we cannot thmk it comparable to the numerous and 
fine bays already described, of which the British 
have the exclusive possession. Some parts of the 
western coast are altogether destitute of cod, while 
the others, containing few bays and islands, cannot 
be very favourable, and are, in fact, little frequented. 
Iisiboasted freedom from fog can therefore be of 
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Utile Tslue. By a late statement it appeua, tlitt oa 
an average of Eve years, the produce waa 3W,0M 
quintaU, of which 160,000 were consomed in Franc*, 
17,000 sent to iSpain, Portugal, and Italy, the r«- 



tiie British, while the export is compsratiTely a 
meie trifle ; and this limited trade, too, is suppoiMd 
oidy by enormoos bounties, amounting in one year 
to £60,000. It is valued, indeed, only as a ntnraerj 
of seunen.* 

The fisherr of the Americans may b« dated front 
the peace of 1783, when they were recognised as 
in independent nation. They obtained then verw 
ample privileges, being allowed to take fish on ail 
the shores of Newfoundland, and also to dry them 
in tbe unsettled bays and harbours of Nova Scotia 
and other coasts held by Great Britain. These con- 
cessions, however, being made at the close of a diM^ 
trous war, were not prompted by that romantic gM»- 
erosity of which the colonial writers so bitterly ao- 
CQse the English government. A great stand was 
made against them, but Mr. Adams positively refused 
to close the treaty upon any other terms. At the 
peace of IBU, a singular and toial silence was ob> 
served on tbe subject I but on an attempt made by the 
Americana to resume operations, a discnssion arose, 
when it was contended, on the part of the E^lish 
minietry, that the wu bad cancelled the atipnlations 
of 1783, and that they had no longer any rights 
' of fishery. The Americans, however, maintwwd 
that those terms formed a permanent arrangement 
connected with the separation of the States from 
Britain, and mtrat remain till exi>ressly abrogated. 
After much reasoning on the point, a convention 
was concluded in 1818, by which they wereallowed 
both to catch and dry on the unoccupied parts in 
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tte Boathen and mstero coast* of Nowfoondland 
and on that of Laiyndat, bat their Tesaeh wen not 
to approach nearer than three miles to any <rf tha 
other Bfitiab aettlements. A singnlu feature in re- 
gard to the former colony is, that Englaod on this 
occasion gave what she heraelf was supposed to 
bare renounced, and the Americans are said to 
have carried their point, though Captain Sweetland 
was told that the French would resist any attempt 
they might make. 

Under these limits the Americana have engaged 
actively in the fishery, and carried it on to a large 
extent. The amount of cod taken by them hM 
been estimated at 1,100,000 quDUls; bnt a good 
deal of this is caught on their own shores, and 
much Ibe greater part cousomed at home. The av- 
erage export in toe three years ending 1833 did not 
exceed 340,000 qnintala, scarcely any of which was 
sent to Europe, Thia, added to the French export, 
amounts to less than 360,000 quintals, while that of 
the British colonies in 1834 was 958,000 quintals.* 

The population of Newfoundland has Doen in a 
state of continued and even r^iid increase. It was 
forwarded not only by the general progress of the 
fishery, but more particularly by that on the baok 
being in a great measure supplanted by the opera- 
tions near the shore. This method is neceaosrily 
adopted by the reeidsnt iuhabitants, whose numbsi 
is proportionally augmented. The popidation in 
1887 was about 75,000. 

Of course the great body of the people are ftsher- 
men, and those cbiefiy of Irish extraction. The 
union of these two characters, though it does ratt 

Sreclnde many good qualities, is not likely to pro- 
ace a venr sedate uid orderly race. They are in- 
dustrious, bold, and active ; and dnring the long fls^ 

* YoaaSt 9- 33-38, 40. Bliaa, p. S9. Filkia'* Slalutieil 
TiB« of the Cooiniero (rf tbs tlniled Statm of America C^ro, 
Maw-HiTeD, IS3S), p. 36, e& t^Dlonisl TstdM, 1S34, p. IM. 
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inn-Kuon they set cold, toil, and tempest at deA-' 
Buce. But when winter has brought an interval of 
repose, with a little money in their pockets, and one 



of their great saints' days has arrived, they nlace 
scarcely any bounds to mirth and jollity. Indulsinji 
a copious libations, they sometimes make exhibi- 



tions which have injured their character with the 
sober and steady portion of society. Vet these 
orgies are said to be only occaaiDDal. while in their 
general deportment they are honest and warm-heart- 
ed. Great crimes are rare, and petty thefts almost 
unknown. They are almost all married, have iargn 
families, and preserve their strm{[th to a great age ; 
but their mode of living renders inflammatory ais-' 
orders, when they do occur, violent and dangerous. 
Their houaea are nidelybuiltof wood, with one large, 
fireplace in the middle.* 

The higher orders, being either natives of the 
mother country or in constant commaDication with 
it, seem to differ leas in their habits and manners 
than in most other colonies. The elements of so- 
ciety in the capital consist of merchants, military 
gentlemen, and a few civilians iu official life ; and 
these classes mix more generally together than is 
usual in large towns at home. 

The government of Newfoundland since 1B33 faaa 
been constitutional. The Honse of Assembly con- 
sists of fourteen members, being three for St. John, 
four for Conception Bay, and one for each of the 
seven other electoral districts. The qualification is 
of the most popular natnre, being for the elector 
household sufirage, and for the repreaentative the 
having been two yeat« a householder. The conn- 
cil, appointed by the crown, and, as usual, possessing 
a negative, consists at present of the chief-juslicB 
acting as president, the attorney-general, coUector 
of customs, commandant, colonial secretory, with 
four merchants. 

■ H<OngiiT, vol. L, p. UT-33S. 



mwroDltouKD. 136 

The reTftime w derived tloHMt entirslv from duties 
on imported gooda, which smounted in 1835 to 
^£30,436. tt was fonnerly aided by annual grauW 
of aboot £11,000 from the crown, but the colony is 
BOW required to defray the whole of its own civil 
expenditure. There ta no militia, but a corpa of 
about 300 regular troops is always quartered on the 
isUnd. 

- Amof^ religious profeesionB the Cstliolic includes 
somewhat more than half the population, owing 
putly to the original foundation t^ Lord Baltimore, 
sod suU more to the constant immigration of Irish 
labourers. Their number, according to the ceoBus 
of 1836, is 36,890, while the Episcopalians, who are 
considered the establiabment, amount to 2718, and 
lO.&Ol are Protestant dissenters. The estsbhshed 
ehurch is chiefly aided by the Society for the Prop- 
sgation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts, and has at 
its head an archdeacon. The Presbyteriana appear 
to be few in number. The Methodists are aided by 
their society at home ; while the Catholic priests 
are maintmned by their flocks, and are said to be 
my attentive to their duties. 

There are twelve free schools, of which two are 
sopported by government and ten by the Newfound- 
boa and British North American School Society. 
They are taught on Bell's system, and in 1839 there 
were educated in them 1474 children. There was 
also an orphan institution at St. John on the Lan- 
oasteriau plan, attended by 365 scholars, of which 
the expense is defrayed by voluntary subscription. 
The census of 1836. along with the religious profes- 
sions, exhibits the state of education at this recent 
period, from which it is unpleasant to remark that 
it does not in the more distant aettlementfl bear any 
due proportion to the number of people.* 
' There remains in this island, as m every other 
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part of America, a portion of th« popnlatioii which 
It is impoflsible to contflmplate witnoat the moM 
punful feelingB. BnropeaaB, when they b^aa to 
form their first fishing'- estsblnlinieiitB, found on tbe 
coast aconaideraUe number of nati*eBbelongiI^'to 



a particntar tribe called Red Indians, "nua colour, 
which they exhibited still more decidedly than tiha 
races on the continent, is ascribed by Mr. ChappeU 



to a vegetable juice with which theii whole body ia 
cuefully anointed. The intercourse for some time, 
as indeed ueaelly happens, was friendly; and they 
mixed familiarly with the strangera, aiding them in 
those adventnrous pursuits which were congenial to 
their own habita. Soon, howerer, quarrels arose; 
they were accused of stealing the materials of th» 
fishery, and even its produce ; wrongs excited to 
mutual violence, and an inexiinguishaUe enmity 
followed. The settlers, generally men of fierce 
tempers, and aimed with powerful weapon*, carried 
on uie contest in % manner pecniiarly rathleas, hunt- 
ing and ahooting the natives like deer. The latter 
have thus gradually disappeared from the island; 
and for many years only a few scattered individuals 
have been found. 

The humanity, combined with the curiosity of tbe 
present age, has led to repeated effbrts to trace oat 
the remnants of this unfortunate people. After 
several fruitless attempts. Lieutenant Buchan, in 
ieiIr-16, came up with a party on the river of Ex- 

eoits, and prevuled on two of them to accompany 
m, while the same munber of marines were left ee 
bostagea ; but as he unhappily did not return it tbe 
time appointed, the natives, anspeotiiw that a plot 
was formed to surfNTise their Uibe, kiUed the two 
men and hastened to a remote quarter. 

An institution called tbe Bteotiiic, fh>ra a natiTe 
appellation of this people, has been formed with the 
view of openins a friendly intercourse with them. 
To forwaiil tbenumaoe intentions of this bo(ly,Hr, 
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CornHK^, who on a farmer acouioii had Tisited th« 



the country to the head of While Bay. About half 
way thither, at a portage called the ladiaa Path, 
he found vestiges of a family who had evidently 
been there in the spring or aummer of the preceding 
year. They had possessed two canoea, had left a 
Bpear-shaft eighteen feet long, with A^gmenta of 
boats and dresses, and had stripped a Dumber of the 
birch and spruce trees of their riud, the inner part 
of which they use for Tood. Farther on he came to 
the remains of a village, consiating of eight or ten 
wigwams, each capable of containing from six to 
twenty peraona. There were pits to preserve the 
stores, and the relics of a vapour-bath. From White 
Bay he proceeded southwest to the Red Indian Lake, 
a spacious and beautiful sheet of water. On its 
bulks, understood to have been a favourite baunt of 
the natives, several clusters of their huts were 
formed, but all had been long deserted. There was a 
canoe twenty-two feet long, which appeared to have 
sunlc and been drivenoD shore. Wooden repositories 
for the dead were framed with great care, the bodies 
wr^ped in skina, and accompanied by a variety of 
small images, models of canoes, arms, and cuUnary 
utensila. The party descended ttie river of Ex- 
ploits, continuing to find similar traces of habita- 
tions, but all long abandoned. There were fences 
to entrap deer extedding in a continuous line at leaat 
thirty miles, which it must have required 600 men 
to keep in repair; but all is now relinquished and 
going to ruin. 

No Esquimaux are settled in Newfoundland, 
though they have extended themselves along all the 
coast of Labrador, and are, in fact, the very same 
race who have been so minutely described by Par- 
ry, Ross, and other northern voyagers. Th^ inte- 
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Hunting ludiuis. They rosm cwututir over Ifaa 
countrj' by the ud of anow-shoM in winter, while ia 
BDminer pott^le caooee of birch-bark enable them 
to oraaa the numerone nreamB. Their aole stndj 
is the deetaructioa of birds and beaata, whose criea 
they imitate with surpiiaJng skilL They bring them 
down sometimes by means of their old we^>on the 
arrow, but they prefer fowling-pieces where these 
can be procured. They supjriy the Europeans on 
the coast with furs and venison, receiving in retnm 
arms, woollen cloth, and spirita. They exhiUt a 
ootuiderable mixture of French blood, and have beea 
converted by that people to a form of CathoUc reli- 
gion, which conaiets, however, chiefly in coontinf 
heads and worshipping images. A most bitter en- 
mity reigns between them and the Esquimaux, 
though it does not proceed in general to meaMoea 
of downright violence.* 



— Compuij fbmiBd.— It* Connitutioii.— Attminutration o 
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Thi Bermudas form a small insular group aituated 
in the Atlantic Ocean, but still considerably nearer 

• Ckmell, p. lae-lTB, 183, lOJ-lOS. WOlt*, *«t i, fk 
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» dM New than Jo the Old World. Wilh the ex* 
eeption of St. Helena, there ia not, perhaps, a spot 
OS the globe so remote Troai tmj other land ; the 
nearest points being Cape Hatleras ia North Caro- 
lina, totant &B0, and Atwood'a Keys, one of Uie 
Baluunas, MK miles. Their aumber has been eE>^- 
mated at 400 and upward ; but almost ^1 of them 
nre mere rocks, except five, St. George, Si. David, 
Lons Island or Bermuda Proper, Somerset, aad Ire- 
land. The third is by far the largest, more than 
mnalling all the rest put together, and is hence 
onen called the Continent i but St. George, being 
the most (irequented and accessible, is the seat of 
gOTemment. Separated only by narrow channels, 
Uie Ave now specified were regarded by the first 
discorerers as a single island, and are still generally 
known by the simple designation of Bermuda. 
They extend Avm northeast to southwest in a 
eurred line, bending inward at both extremities so 
M on each aide to enclose sounds or gulfs, one of 
whieh forms the epacious harbour of St. George. 
The whole leiqith of the group, following its sinuos- 
ilMS, is about twenty miles, while its breadth no> 
where exceeds three, and in most places not one. 
The Burfoce is not estimated to contain above twenty 
•mwiie miles, or about 13,600 acres. 

Placed on a rocky shoal twenty-three miles long 
by thiiteen broad, raised above the deep surround- 
ing waters of the Atlantic, the Bermudas bear eveiy 
appearance of a coral formation. The rocks con- 
sist of that material, along with shells, united by s 
calcareous cement. They have aj^rently been 
accumulated along the coast by the action of wind 
and surge, yet are nowhere higher than 190 feet. 



proaches very dangerous, and have caused frequent 
-" Eks. They enclose, however, good har- 
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bours, which form n nttvaX station fiX once extremehr 
convenient and quite secure from attack. 

The climate of Bermuda has been celebrated u 
pecniiarly agreeable and salubrious. Its poHilion at 
the lirnit of the torrid zone, and encompassed by 
sea, protects it at once from the rigours of a north- 
ern winter, and the scorching heat of the tropcBl 
regions. It accordingly enjoys a perpetnal spring, 
interrupted only by violent stonoB and hurricanes 
incident to its situation, and rendering the neigh- 
bouring seas exceedingly dangerona. Of the soil 
very opposite accounts are given; some eaily wri- 
ters representing it as luxuriant, while Bryan Ed- 
wards, on the information of Governor Brown, de- 
scribes it as very poor.* This last statement is 
surely exaggerated, since the fruits and vegfltafalea 
are allowed to be of superior quality, while the fields 
are covered with perpetual verdure. A defective 
cnllivation seems sufficiently to account for tb« 
produce being small even in proportion to the limited 
extent, which alone precludes its coming in this re- 
spect into any comparison with the ^eater colo- 
mee. The interest, however, which this clusterex-. 
cited at an early period, and some striking events 
of which it was the theatre, give it a considerable 
place in colonial history, while its present impor> 
tance is derived from the circumstance that it has 
become a principal station for the British navy in 
the American seas. 

This group was first discovered in 1515 by « 
Spanish vessel named La Garza, commanded by 
Juan Bermudez, and having on board Gonialo Ovi- 
edo, the historian of the Indies. Having approached 
within reach of cannon-shot, they regarfled it as « 
single island about twelve leagues in length and 
thirty in circumference. Prom appearances it was 
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oonduded to'be oninhabttod ; bat a rewriutiop was 
formed to send boats oa Btiore to make obaeiratioiu 
and l«ave a few hoga, which might breed and be 
naeful afterward. When, however, ihey were pre- 
padDg to debark.a strong contrary gale arose, which 
obliged them to steer off, and be content with the 
vi«w already obtained. The swarms of birda and 
of fi^ng-fish, with the contests waged between theiUi 
fuiDuhod to Oviedo one of the most amusing spec- 
taclea he had ever beheld. He calls it the remotest 
island in the whole world, meaning, we suppoae, 
the most distant finm any land. It waa named by 
die Spaniards, indifferently, Bermuda from the cap- 
tain, or La Garza, from the ship ; but the latter term 
is long since disused. It waa soon found that, in 
nturtiinf from the West Indies, mariners must 
svoid Uie trade-winds, as directly opposed to them. 
Hence they steered northward till they reached 
the latitude of the Bermudas, where these winds 
ceased, and whence they took an eaaleiiy coarse, 
which often brought them in view of these islands.* 
The Spaniards did not appear, however, to have 
ever formed settlements there ; and, indeed, the 
stormy seas and dangerous rocks which surround 
them, gave rise to so many disasters as to render 
the group exceedingly formidable in the eyes of the 
inoBt experienced navigators. It was even invested 
in their imagination with superstitious terrors, being 
considered as unapproachable by man, and given np 
in full dominion to the spirits of daricnees.f 

These islands, in fact, were first introdueed to the 
jMtice of the English by a dreadful shipwreck. In 
IHl Henry Hay sailed to the Bast Indies altmg 
with C^>tain Luicaater ; and, having reached the 
coasts of Sumatra and Malacca, they scoured the 
adjacent seas, snd made some valuable captures. 
In IS93 they again doubled the Cape of Good Hope, 
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and retorned by the West Indiea, with & Ti«fr 
to obtain Tefreanments, which they ranch needed. 
They came first in si^bt of Trinidad, but daied not 
approach a coast which waa in poaaesaion of the 
Spaaiards; and their distress became so extreme, 
that Luicaster found the utmost difficulty in pre- 
venting his men from leaving the ship. He there- 
fore steered for Porto Rico, but, when pursuing hie 
voyage, he discovered a small island named Mona, 
where, finding a partial supply, they remained fifteen 
days. They were joined by a French armed ship 
from Caen, the commander of which, La Barbotiere, 
kindly relieved their wants hy a gift of bread and 
other provisions. They then shaped their course 
for Cape Tiburon in Hayti, and on their way fell in 
once more with the French captain. Their store* 
being again nearly exhausted, a fresh application 
was made to him, but he declared hie own stock so 
much reduced that he could afford very little, yet, 
if they would accompany him to Port Gonave,Uiey 
■hould be amply supplied. They did so ; bnt the 
sailors, who were suHering severely, persuaded 
themselves that the Frenchman's scarcity was fell- 
ed, and also that May, who conducted the negotia- 
tion, was regaling himself with good cheer on board 
without any trouble about their distresses. Among 
these men, inured to bold and desperate deeds, » 
conspiracy was soon formed to seize the French 
pinnace, and with its aid to attack, and, if possible, 
capture, the large vessel. They succeeded in the 
first object, but, immediately after this, one of their~ 
number betrayed the secret to Barbotidre. Without 
seeming to know anything, he invited Lancaster and 
Hay to dine "with him on board, and, having cheer- 
fully entertained them, asked them to stay siqiper. 
Pevious to that meal he was some time absent, and, 
on coming in, stated that, from the footing on irtiich 
the two vessels were, it appeared necessary that 
they should separate. Lancaster, who tud probabljr 
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witoeBBed the provocation given by the violence of 
liji crew, declared that he had do wish to detain 
him ; but both he and May were not a httle aurpriaed 
when they found the ship in motion, and Bailing off 
full speed. Barboliere, when asked the cauae of 
this movement, mentioned the conspiracy which he 
bad discovered, adding that he kept tiiem aa hosta- 
ges againat the outrageous conduct of their men. 
This motion was soon observed by the crew, who, 
instead of discomposing themselves at the lass 
of their officers, immediately took posseeaion of 
tbe provisions which had been reserved for them, 
weighed anchor, and stood for England. They 
were overtaken, however, and, after some farther 
tranaactiotiB, an accommodation was effected. Lan- 
caster returned to his ship; but Barboti^re, at his 
request, underiook to take May home with him, tbai- 
he might inform his owners of tbe events of the- 
voyage, and the unruly behaviour of the crew. 

On the 39Lh November the French captain sailed 
from Laguna, taking the usual course by Bermuda. 
Strict watch appears to have been kept while they 
suf^sed themselves to be near that dreaded spot; 
but about noon on the 7th December, the pilots de- 
clared that they were twelve leagues southward of it, 
and paat all its dangers. They called, therefore, for 
the allowance of wine to which it seems they were 
then entitled, and, on its being furnished, threw aside 
aU care, and gave themselves up to talking and ca- 
rousing.' Amid this jollity, about midnight the ship 
struck with such violence as to make it evident that 
she must speedily sink. In this dreadful situation 
ihey hoped that, as the rock was high, it formed part 
o( the land, which they might soon reach, while, in 
fact, it belonged to the exterior reef, and they soon 
sa^reason to conclude that they were seven leagues 
from any shore. They could only put out a small 
boat, to which they attached a hastily constructed 
nft, to be towed along with it. Rooiu, howeveiy 



144 VKBMVOU. 

iraa thns made for only twenty-six, vtule the crew 
exceeded fifty. In the wild and dreadful stnwgla 
that ensued, and while the ship was fast filling. Hay 
looked on in despair, thinking it vain for him, th« 
only Englishman, to attempt entering either con- 
veyance, &B he wonld instantly be pushed overboard. 
Barbotidre, at this crisis, seeing him from the boat, 
called to him to leap in, for "it stood upon life or 
death." He lost no time in complying; and thus, 
says he, " it pleased God to make me one of them 
that were saved, I hope to his service and glory." 

They had stiU to beat ^loiit nearly the whole at 
next day, dragging the raft after them, and it was 
almost dark before they reached the shore. They 
were torroented with thint, and for some time were 
indespairof finding even a drop of liquid; but at last 
s I^t, digging among a heap of plants, diacovered 
a tank, wmch, though only filled with rain-water, 
relieved their distress. They never had any better 
during their stay, Uiough persuaded that a leisurely 
aearcb among the numerous fine bays would have 
afforded it. The land was covered with one un- 
tnoken forest, chiefly of cedar, so that no vegetable 
food could be obtained. There were a few hogs, 
bat BO lean as not to be eatable ; but as the air utd 
water abounded with fowl, fish, and turtle, they 
fotinid themselves completely secured against the 
danger of starvation. Without some exertion, how- 
ever, the island must become their abode for life; 
and to avert this, it was necessary that a bark should 
be constructed sufiicient to convey them to some 
European settlement They bad happily saved the 
carpenter's tools, with which they began to cut down 
the cedars. Having made a. voyage to the sunken 
ship, th^ found the shrouds still above water, ciK 
them off, and had thns the requisite tackling. For 
pitch they took lime rendered adhesive by a mixture 
of turde oil, and forced it into the seams, when, the 
weMber beiug extremely hot, it diied iastanOy, and 
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became as hard as stone. Thus by the month ot 
April they had constructed a vessel of eighteen tons ; 
and, dreading lest the increasing heat should abaorU 
their water, they resolved to set sail. 

During 3 residence of five months, May had occa^ 
sion to observe that Bermuda, hitherto suppoaed (t 
single island, was really broken into a number, o/ 
difierent sizes, enclosing many fine baysi and form- 
ing good harbours. They were found subject tcf 
rain «nd thunder-storms, though the weather iij 
spring; was very fine. He considers the soil as bar- 
ren; but he probably adopted that opinion from see- 
ing Qotbing growing except timber; and, undef 
these circumstances) there codd not be any attempt 
to clear and cultivate. 

The bark being finished,- they placed on deck at 
each side of the mast a laxfo chest containing ti 
stock of water and thirteen hve turtle. On the lltU 
May they saw thenfaelves with joy clear of tha 
islands, add bent their course towards Newfound 
land. They had a very favourable voyage, and on 
the 90th entered a rivef on Cape Breton, where they 
took in wood, water, and bsMst. The country ap- 
peared to them good, and the natives, in a very 
friendly manner, offered furs and wild ducks', some 
of which last were procured in exchange for beads. 
They afterward steered for the larger island whitheif 
they had directed their course ; but, upon a[>plyinj( 
to be received on board several ships bound for Eu- 
rope, they were refused by ajl ejEpept one belonging 
to Falmouth, where they obtained a temporary ac- 
commodation. They soon fouhd a French vessel^ 
into which the mariner* of that nation were receiv- 
ed. May then took leave of Barbotifre, whom he 
justly calla his dear friend, wid obtained a passage 
m the ship to England, where he arrived in August, 
1694. 

It was owing to a tempest that Bermuda again 
came under t& view of the English. In IBW, dB> 
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ring tbe most active period of the colonizatioii of 
Virginia, an expedition of nine ships and 600 men 
was sent out, commanded by Sir Thomas Gates and 
Sir George Summers ; the forroei to act as deputy- 
governor under Lord Delaware. They had a fa- 
vourable course to the Gulf of fiahama, where they 
were involved in a most frightful tempest, whicn 
Archer calls " the tail of the West Indian horaca- 
no." They were completely aeparated, each ves- 
sel choosing its own course, and the greater num- 
ber singly arriving at their destination- But the 
gdncipal one, in which were Gates, Summers, and 
aptain Newport, was impelled in a different dir«c- 
tion, and seems to have tjeen involved in the thick- 
est of tbe tempest. Strachy declares that he had 
witnessed storms on the most dangerous shores of 
Europe and Africa, but never any that could be com- 
pared with this. When it seemed to have reached 
Its utmost possible violence, still " was fury added 
to fury, ana one storme urging a second more out- 
ragious. Our clamours were drowned in the windes, 
and the windes in thunder; the sea swelled above 
the clouds, and gave battell unto heaven." The aky 
poured down not rain, but rivers, yet without as- 
suHfiog the tumultuous fury of the blast ; and still 
all this seemed nothing compared to the discovery 
that water had accumulated in the hold to the depth 
of five feet, covering the ballast and two tier of 
casks above. Every corner was eagerly searched 
for tbe leak ; 10,000 lbs. weight of biscuit was turned 
over in the bread-room ; but though they found a, 
number of small holes, which were hastily stopped 
up with pieces of t>eef, the great one, by which their 
destructioa rushed in, never could be traced. All 
bands were now called to the pump, to labour for 
Ufe; and though there seemed no hope of ultimate 
success, yet " so deare are a few lingering hours of 
life in all mankinde," tliat they zealously tum«l out. 
Three parties were foraud, eacli divided into two 
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sets, who relieved one another every boor. The 
governor and admiral took their turns ; and gentle- 
men, who had never hod an hour's hard work in 
their lives, now, "their minds helping their bodies, 
toiled with the best." Amid the ulter daAnesa, a 
light like a amall star flickering among the masta 
and shrouds inspired superstitiouB terrors, though 
it is an electrical phenomenon usual in such circum- 
stances. Thus they laboured three days and nights, 
in which they pumped 3000 tons of water, when, be- 
ing quite exhausted, and the sea always gaining 
upon them, they determined to shut the hatches 
«nd commit themselres to its mercy. Some who 
had cordial waters filled their glasses, to drink to ' 
each other " a last leave before meeting in a mora 
Messed world." At this instaat Summers, who had 
been watching at the poop day and night, cried out 
" Land !" The ottiers ran to the spot, and, as the 
morning was already dawning, had the ^tification 
to see the very trees on shore moving in the gale. 
Then, it is said, " every one bustled up ;" exertions 
were redoubled, and hghtiug providentially on the 
only secure entrance, they reached to within, leas 
than a mile of the shore. Here the vessel, beinr 
happily wedged between two rocks, was preserved 
from sinking, till, by means of a boat and skiff, the 
whole crew of 150, with a great part of the provis- 
ions and all the tackling, were landed.* 

The people being thus established upon the island, 
found means of making themselves tolerably com- 
fortable. There were hogs in great numbers, of 
wbich it seems uncertain whether they were indi- 
genous or introduced by some Spanish vessel. 
They were not by him so fastidioosly rejected as by 
May; for in the season when berries abounded 
they were easily kept in good condition, though it 

* JourdiD ( Sit.), A diKonr} of tha Bermadu, otherwiis 
etUai tha Idaodi of D— li (4lo, London, leio). Stnchr in 
PuTchu, id. jr.. p. 1T34-IT3T. Aldier, itnd., 1T33. 
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JM admitted that, when tbese failed, they becaine 
poor, and could not easily be " rajied to be better." 
At that Beason, however, turtles came in their stead, 
and were, iodeed, the chief reseuTce of all the early 
jcrewa. This animal is miouiely described, and 
Staled to afford a supply equal to three hoge. The 
meal is reported as neither fish nor flesh, but some- 
what resembhng veal, or the marrow of beef 
Strachy merely says, in a coniented tone, that the 
company " liked it very well ;" but Norwood justly 
celebrates it as excellent. The animals were easily 
^ughC when they came to land, and fell asleep on 
their backs, from which posture they could not 
^asily move. When at sea ihey were attacked in 
the night by boats with a light on board. It was 
only necessary to have a long staff with an iron 
point about the size of a finger, which, being tbmst - 
into the upper shell, stuck so fast that the animal 
could not escape, and aHer some vain struggles was 
fiBptured. The other fishes, both fihell and sea-wa- 
ter, were plentiful, of various kinds, and affording 
delicate food. The only deGciency, and on this 
Strachy congratulates himself, was in eels, lam- 
preys, and other " feculent and daneerous snakes," 
bred in marshes, ditpfaes, and muddy pools, with 
which, says he, "I pray God never may any river 
bee envenomed where 1 come," Birds were equally 
plentiful and various, many of peculiar species. 
The most remarkable was one called the cohow, 
about the size of a plover, which came forth only 
Ln the darkest nights of November and December, 
faoTering over the shore, " making a strange, hollow, 
and harsh bowline." The most approved mode of 
taking them was by standing on rocks by the sea- 
Bide, hallooing, laughing;, and making the strangest 
possible outcry. The birds were thereby attracted, 
and settled upon the very arms and head of the 
hunter.* Gates, having caused the long-traat to be 
• Paicbu, TCd. JT., p. lT3S-lTtl, 1796-1801, 1823. 
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wlwged &nd fitted up; sent RaTens, the mftte, with 
it, to convey hia orders to Virginia, and bring a ves- 
eel for their conveyance. Strict watch was order- 
ed to be kept, and fires hghted on all the heights; 
but, though these directions nere strictly observed, 
and many a wishful look cast for the space of two 
months, nothing was ever descried besides air and 
ocean. AH hopes were then given up, and there 
was afterward too much reason to suppose that the 

Erty had fallen into the hsjida of the savages and 
eo entirely cut off. The chiefs, therefore, deter- 
mined to set about preparing a new uanace, with 
■ach materials as the island afforded, ^ese were 
only cedar-wood, with a barrel of pitch, one of tar, 
and some cables saved from the wreck. There was 
a good ship- carpenter from Graveaend; but great 
difficulty was found in commanding the services of 
the crew, among whom the late catastrophe had 
much relaxed the bonds of discipline. To induce 
them to persevere, Gates and Summers not only 
kept regiuar watch, but set the example of labour- 
ing with their own hands. While the larger bark 
was prepared under the direction of these officers, 
the latter, with a party of twenty, undertook to con- 
struct one on a separate island. 

Their utmost exertion did not prevent disturban- 
ces which nearly baffled the enterprise. These 
were fomented by individuals noted for their re- 
ligious zeal, though suspected of puritan princi- 
?le8, and the accompanying spirit of independence, 
'hey represented that the recent disaster bad dis- 
solved the authority of the governor ; and their 
business was now to provide as they best could for 
themselves and families. They had come out in 
search of an easy and plentiful subsistence, which 
could nowhere be founa in greater perfection and 
security than here, white in Virginia its attainment 
was not onlT doubtful, but attended with many 
hardships. These arguments wrought so power- 
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folly on the great bod; of the men, that, had it 
rested with them, the; would bare lived and died 
on this remote shore. Two succewive conspira- 
cies were formed by large parties to separate Iram 
the rest and form a colony. Both, however, were 
defeated by the Ti^laoce of Gates, who, on profes- 
sions of penitence, allowed the authors to escape 
sritb 3 comparative iy slight pui^shment. 

This lenity onl; imboldeoed the malecoatents. 
A third plot was formed to have recourse to arms, 
seize the stores, and take entite possession of the 
Island. T||y governor, though he obtained not the 
fnll clew to it, had intimation sufficient to induce 

Precautions which frnstrated the execution. One 
ayne, however, showed such insubordination, and 
broke into such violent and contumeUous ef pres- 
piona, that it was detennined to make him an ex- 
ftmple. He was condemned to be hanged, a sen- 
tence only commuted, on his plea of bein^ a gen- 
tleman, into thai of being shot, which was immedi- 
ately executed. His comrades, alarmed, fled into 
the woods, where they endeavoured to obtain pep. 
mission to rem&jn; but this was positively refused 
by Gates, and Summers had the address to persuade 
them all to return, except two, of whom one had 
)ieen guilty of murder. 

About tnis time, being the end of March, more 
than eight months after their shipwreck, the pin- 
nance was completed ; proving forty feet long, 
nineteen broad, and measuring about eiahty tons^ 
Sir George had made the other vessel only twenty- 
nine feet long ; but the two together we^e sufficient 
for the conveyance of the whole party to Vitvjni^ 
During their stay they buried five men, had (wq 
births, and one marriage. It was not till the 10th 
May that they were fully equipped and got a fair 
wind. Before reaching the open sea they strudc 
upon a rock, which had nearly frustrated all their 
labours ; but, being very soft, it yielded and wu 
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cuTi«d before the ship. Od the 17th they saw " a 
change in the water, and Tubbish swimming," which 
indicated an' approach to land. On the SOlh, at 
midnight, a delicious Bmell was experienced like 
tW usual on the shore of Spain ; and an hour after 
daybreak the coast was descried. It was not far 
from Cape Henry, at the entrance of the Chesa- 

Seake ; and on the 33d they anchored in front of 
»mes Town. Affairs there were found not bo 
comfortable as could have been desired ; but this 
does not belong to our present subject.' 

Although the chiefs h^d so decidedly opposed 
any irregolar or unauthorized residence, their im- 
pressions were so favourable, that, immediately on 
their arrival in Virginia, they determined to form a 
settlement on these islands. The task was nnder- 
t^en by Summers, whose name was then given to 
them, though the original one of Bermuda has since 
prevailed. He sailed od the 19th June, 1610, ac- 
companied in another vessel by Captain Argall, af- 
terward governor of Virginia. Contrary winds 
carried them northward to the vicinity of Cape 
Cod, when they were involved in such dense fc^a 
that the two vessels were serrated, and Argul 
then returned to his station. The other perseve- 
red, reached the islands, and landed his party ; but, 
as he died soon after, the colonists, thus left to 
themselves, were seized with a desire for home, 
and all except three accomplished their purpose.t 

Although the train of events had thus been some- 
what untoward, an extraordinary interest v^as ex- 
cited in favour of this new discovery. The usual 
exaggerations were published, and their impression 
hei^tened by contrast with the dark ideas formerly 
prevalent. Jourdan proclaims that "this prodigious 
and enchanted place, which had been shunned at a 
Scylla and Charybdis, uid where no one had ever 
• 8 
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landed but against his will, was really the riohest, 
healthful lest, and most pleasing land ever man set 
foot on."* Sirachy was less eailiUHiaatic, but he 
considered the colony, on the whole, as very desira- 
ble.! Some Urge pieces of ambergris had been 
found, and the remarkable size of the .spiders was 
imagined, we know not why, to indicate gold. Upon 
these encouragements, about 130 gentlemen detach- 
ed themselves from the Virginia Company to form 
one bearing the name of the Summer Islands. Ac- 
cording to the constitution of this association, the 
land was to be divided into 400 shares of twenty- 
five acres each, (o be held by private proprietors, 
while the surplus was to remain public, and at the 
company's disposal. The profits of cultivation were 
to be equally shared between the owners and occu- 
piers. The latter were made little better than serfs, 
not being allowed to leave the ground without their 
master's consent, and if, instead of fully improving 
it, they preferred any other occupation, they were 
to pay him half their earnings. Out of the public 
lands, two aciee, at 3*. rent, were allowed to every 
handicraft settler. Severe laws were enacted 
against " idle and vain persons, drunkards, and those 
who spent their time in carding and dicing," while 
those who "in bravery of apparel exceeded their 
means," were ordained to pay doubled the pubhc 
burdens. There was to be an Assembly evenrtwa 
years, without whose consent no taxes could be 
imposed J arrangements, however, which were not 
completed till after a considerable lapse of time.| 

On the 38th April, 1613, the first ship was sent 
out with sixty emigrants, under the charge of Rich- 
ard Moore, described as an ingenious and carefnl 
man, but somewhat obstinate and pragmatical 

• Pnrchis, toI. iv., p. 8, 9. t lb., p. 17M. 

t Norviood in PuTchas, vol. iv„ p. 1796. Orden and Coiuti- 
tutiout by the GovBinot and Company for ths Plantolion of th« 
£iiDuner Iitaitd* rilo. I.«)idoa, 1622), p. 35-a, 49, BO, 13~7S. 
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^ey had a fayonrable and direct mn, so that on 
the morning of the 11th July they came in view of 
their " hoped and desired islands )" and in the after' 
noon of the same day tlie whole party vere landed 
near that of St. George. They looked in vain for 
the three residents ; but, neverihelees, Euiimated by 
proper feelings, tiiey joined in a prayer, expressing 
gratitude for their safe arrival. While thus engaged, 
they saw the three rowing towards them. A Joy- 
ful welcome was exchanged ; the whole joined in s 
nsalm of thanksgiving, and then went to supper. 
The men had cleared a spot of ground, and planted 
it with com, tobacco, and melons. On the first 
working day, the settlers found themselves snr- ' 
rounded by such "a company of fish," that they 
might have loaded two boats ; and they took, with 
theirhandaonly, as many fowls as they could desirti. 
Moore applied himself very actively to the ar- 
langements for (he settlement. Me laid the found- 
ation of eight or nine forts, and caused two churcbes 
to be built, one of cedar, the other of palmetto. 
Theae undertakings, however, keeping the people 
hard at work, and preventing exertions for their 
private benefit, excited much discontent. Even the 
clergyman, Mr. Keith, a Scotsman, charged him in 
the pulpit with grinding the faces of the poor, and 
compared his exactions to those of Pharaoh ; but, 
being censured by a meeting of the colonists, he 
asked pardon on his knees, and was forgiven. Two 
other maiecontenta were condemned to death, but 
not executed. Intelligence, received at the end of 
the year, of an intended attack by the Spaniards, 
made them redouble their exertions. Two vessels 
of that nation really made an attempt to enter, but, 
on the mere discharge of two shots from the fort, 
Uiey made off; a most fortunate circumstance, since ' 
the English ammunition was almost exhausted. Be- 
fbre the end of next year, three vessels had arrived 
with 130 settlers ; and one of them bionght ashore 
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two potatow, which mnltipUed to admiratioii, and 
bscame one of the most valuable staples. In the 
course of the next two years, three ships came with 
440 settlers. 

The progress of improvement, however, was 
much obstructed by various causes. In particular, 
one vessel, along with a cargo of flour, is said to 
have brought some rats, which multiplied so rapid- 
ly, mounting trees and awintmiag from island to isl- 
and, that they soon filled the whole group, destroy- 
ug every crop which was attempted to be raised. 
We cannot help doubting this vast increase, and 
suspect that they must have been a native species, 
not observed till the attempts at culture made their 
lavages visible. After about four years they disap- 
peared, owing, as Norwood insists, to« special mir- 
acle ; but the occasion seems scarcely to have re- 
quired Buch aji interposition, and the incessant pur- 
suit with cats, dogs, and snares of every description, 
seems Bufficteotly to account for the happy result, 
This cause, however, added to,the constant employ^ 
nent in the erection of public works, prevented en- 
tirely the raising of agncultural produce. For two 
years the colonists, it is said, never tasted bread, 
and bad ceased to consider it a necessary of life. 
Want and hard labour gave rise to an epidemic, ori- 
ginating almost entirely in weakness, under which 
many sunk. Moore at the same time displeased the 
company, by opposing their projected division of the 
lands, in which he iuBisted that neither his own in- 
terest nor that of the colooists was duly consulted. 
Even Berkeley, whom they sent out for this purpose, 
met so cold a reception that he returned without 
effecting anything. Sensible of the displeasure of 
his employers, Moore sailed for England, leaving 
thegovemment vested in a council of six. 

The cHimpany, in 1616, sent out Daniel Tucker to 
a«nune the direction of their affiiirs, and with strict 
iitJunctioDs to carry their plans into execution. Th« 
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disconteotB, however, had slreadj ripened into w- 
piratioDS aher independence; so that it was not 
without resistance and difficnlty that he got his au- 
thority acknowledged. - Norwood was then em- 
ployed to divide the island according to the consti- 
tutions, which were strictly enforced. They were, 
as already observed, in some respects severe, con- 
verting tne cultivators into prisoners on the island, 
end in some measure into slaves. Hard labour be- 
ing also still required on the public works, heavy 
complaints were raised, and some desperate efforts 
made to escape from the colony. In particular, s 
party of five, pretending great regard for the gov- 
ernor, offered to build for him a decked boat of 
three tons. He cheerfully accepted the proposal ; 
but, before the day which he had named for in- 
specting it, they had all left the island. They di- 
rected their course homeward, when they met with 
a worse enemy than the winds and waves, in a 
French picaroon, which plundered them of some 
valuable articles. They pushed on, though redu- 
ced to great distress for want of provisions, and 
even obliged to hew away half the knees of the ves- 
sel for firewood. At length they reached the coast 
of Ireland, where they were received and entertain- 
ed by the Earl of Thomond, who caused the boat 



attempted in the same manner to reach Virginia, 
bm were never more heard of. Six others were 
discovered before they effected their departure, and 
one was executed. Tucker made great exertions 
with the view of introducing from the West Indies 
sugar-canes, plantains, fruits, and other valuable pro- 
ductions; and the country, amid all its murmurs, 
made a sensible progress. The complaints of his 
severity, however, were so grest, that in December, 
ICia, he went home to Jtutify himMlf, lettving tlw 
government with Captain KendaU. 



156 SBUIDDAa. 

■ni« companj did not choose to hikI faim tisei,- 
bot Domiaated ia his place CapUia Butler, who 
sailed in July, 1G19, and arriTed in October with 
four ships and &00 men, vho douhled the number 
already in the colony. Considerable re-enforce- 
ments were alio sent m the two following yean-' 
He introduced a more liberal avatem, conformable 
to the spirit which then reigned at home. In Au- 
gust, 1630, the first General Aaaembly was called, 
and the laws and government were asaimilated to . 
the EngUsh form. As the mioisters were imbued 
with Puritan Driaciplea, and several scrupled to use 
the forms or the Anglican Church, a liturgy was 
adopted in which the points objected to were . 
omitted. A very tvrannteal order, however, was 
issued, prohibiting the admiasion of any vessels ez< 
cept those sent by the company. This caused 
great " murmuring and exchiiming" among the col- 
(HiiBta, who thus lost the benefit derived from many 
■hips which touched there for wood and water. 

On the whole, however, the system of govem- 
inent was decidedly improved ; and the first obata- 
cles having been overcome, the colony had arrived 
mt a situation which might be considered prosper- 
ous. Butler, in 1033, left 150O hundred people, 
nearly s hundred boats, and ten forts strengthened 
with fifty-two pieces of ordnance. Norwood con- 
siders the condition of the inhabitants decidedly 
comfortable, since they enjoyed food in abundance, 
with all things needful for the body, and likewise 
commodities for export ; the whole without any ex- 
treme labour or toil. Maize was the staple grain, 
besides which there had been introduced sugar- 
cuies, vines, indigo, potatoes, with other fruits and 
vegetables, which had rendered it " like some Bp»- 

■ AeeardingtooiieBccaantitlienwersWOMtt uimB.iaw< 
uidle2I(Parchu,Tol.iT.,n.lTBT)i bat b|rBQothartl>acs««M 
iDl«tl almieeoo (IUd.,p. 1tb3), wU^ sdded to BUtac's KN^ 
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cioua garden ornuneryof inmiypleBnnt U 
able things." We find, in fact, a notice 
1623, various of these plants were sent I 
Summer Islands into Virginia. All tbe 
. animals brought from Europe became, 
better and fatter; hens and turkeys multip 
at home and in a wild state. In short, coi 
the beautiful climate and mild govemmer 
lievea the country to exhibit " a reitoratic 
golden age so much spoken of."* 

The islands then excited an interest no 
the Tjew of commerce, but of science. Tl 
Society, newly instituted, transmitted a se 
ries, asking particular information respectii 
of bark said to form a roof superior to sto: 
warmer in winter and cooler in summer; : 
ders which spread their nets from tree to ti 
to snare large birds. Richard Stafford ansv 
the roofing material is not bark, but leav 
those of the palmetto, which are often eig 
feet long, and he considers the tree superii 
other for the variety of its uses. He iha 
firms the siaiement in regard to the spider 
he says, weave their web from one tree int 
when the wind fastens it to another, and : 
large as a thrush will be thus caught. The c 
whales was also a subject of inquiry ; and, a 
to two separate accounts, those on the coai 
to t>e smaller, and to contain much less oil tl; 
of Greenland ; they add, that the people did 
ture to attack them unlees in shallow wate 
ing lest, when struck, they should fly oS and 
boat. There were also spermaceti whales, which 
would hare been worth several hundred pounds 
each, but they swam with so much swUlnesa and 
force that not one had been captured.-j- 

* Patcbaa, toI. b., p. 1T7T-1809. 

t Transuaimu of the Bcpt"! Societj, toI. L, p. *»1 ; ii, p- 
066,567; Ui, p. 7»4,Tg9. 
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The isluils continued to enjoy b high repntation, 
. and, during th« succeedloe period of civil commo- 
tion, shared with Viivinia the resort of diatinguisbed 
emiorants. They obtained additional lustre when 
.Wi^er, tlie most popular poet of his age, choee 
i^em for (he theme of his " Battel of the Summer 
IsUnds." He celebrates them in the most flattering 
strains, saying, 

"The kind spiins, nhich but sal ntes qb here ~ 
Intubitt there, eod coarU them all the year : 
Ripe fniils and Uosawns on tbe ume tiee> lire, 
At cacB they promue what at once the; giTs. 
So sneet tbe air, bo moderate the clime, 
NiMie aictly liTea, or diea bafore hia lime. 
HesTflniure has kept thi* spot of eenh unenraed. 
To (how bow all things were created £rat" 

All the narratives represent Waller as having 
spent some time on the i^anda. Bat this, we may 
observe, is not at all intimated in the poem ; and 
his mention of " listening aavaget" implies au error 
which could not well have been committed by one 
that ever resided there. The population is said 
to have now reached U),000, but this numeration 
stands on no positive evidence. 

Be^uda from this period fell into comparative 
neglect. Her limited extent and resources made it 
impossible to sustain a competition with the conti- 
nental colonies when they had expanded into their 
vast dimensions. We have not been able to trace 
the time when negro slaves were first imported, but 
about the beginning of the last century their number 
appears to have been considerable, and to have ex- 
cited some alarm. A severe act " to prevent their 
JDsoleacy" was passed in l7Dj, but repealed in 
I70S ; Still freed negroes were not permitted to re- 
main above aix months on the ialtrnds.* Haf^y, 



ahioe thftt time it apmairs that the Blare* Ii 
treated with panicnW tnildDess, and havi 
much attached to their mastera. A nun 

S toyed in tbe naral service, and made 
aring the Americaa war, eagerly embr 
first opportunity of reluming.* A very < 
spirit appears to have preTailed in regai 
Jews, wno were not allowed to trade with( 
vioue payment of ^5. Great diaaenaiont 
pensive lawsuits were caused by the unseti 
to landed property, which the law endeav 
remedy by excluding all claims raised ag 
one afier a quiet possession of twenty yea 
Being incapable of yielding any amount 
uce that could compare with that of the c 
onies, Bermuda would have sunk into tot 
rily but for certain natural advantages. *] 
strength of its position, standing solitary 
Tast an extent of ocean, and on the reii 
from the West Indies, marked it as a princi 
station. Under this view, indeed, it was 1 
aidered while the whole coast of North An 
longed to England ; but after the United States oe- 
came first hostile and then foreign, ita poaseasion 
proved extremely convenient, while ita occupation 
by another power would have been much the con- 
trary. WaahingCon, towards the end of the Ameri- 
can war, had formed a plan to seize it, with the 
Tiew of annoying the Weat India trade. The Eng- 
liah government therefore carefuUy fortified the 
several islands, where the^ kept a naval and mili- 
tary force constantly stationed. During the late 
contest it became the principal winter-station of tbe 
navy in thoae aeaa, possessing for thia purpose 
many advantages over the ports of tbe northern col- 
onies. J The benefit then eiqwrienced led to a de- 
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Miminabon to fonn on Irelud lalknd a breakwater 
and other works which might convert it into a ha- 
Ten of the first importance. This was began in 
18S4 and completed in 183T, bejnf carried on by the 
l^xiur of 9bouC a thoueand deported convicts. 

These new emploTinetits seem to have almost 
entirely diverted the colonists even from the limited . 
attemion once bestowed upon agriculture. The 
first staple, aa in Virginia, wsa tobacco, which ap- 
nears to have been prosperous, since Waller, in at- 
luaion to it, says, 



Even in the beginning of last centary it was still 
(^nsidered of great importance, and the Assembly 
endeavoQied to enconrage it by the vain expedient 
of flzinK 3d. per pound as the minimnm price.' In 
1780 attempts were made to introduce cotton, and, 
though the success was never great, Edwards reck- 
ons that when he wrote there were still 900 acres 
devoted to the growth or this commodity ;t bnt at 
present neither of it nor of tobacco does there ap- 
pear to be a single plant reared. The same may be 
said of maize, stated originally as the staple grain. 
Of 13,400 acres, of which the islands consist, only 
£37 were in 1833 under cultivation. 

The arrow-root grown in these islands is consid- 
ered superior to that of any other country. Its cul- 
tivation has of late been greatly extended, the prod- 
uce, which in 1633 was only 34,883 lbs., having 
risen in 1B36 to 67,67S lbs. Generally speaking, 
Bermuda, instead of rearing exportable produce, is 
dependant on foreign parts even for bread-corn. In 
1834 it imported grain and flour to the value of 
£17,016, iai in 1836 to that of £81,000. 

The shipping and commerce are considerable, the 
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faabila of the people being msritime, ttnd the aitaa- 
tioD favourable for a ttansit trade between BrilaiDi 
the uoTtheTQ colonies, and the West Indies. 

The main dependance of the colony, however, M 
upon the Britiah naval and military eBtablishnients. 
The troops stationed there in 1S33 amounted to 
1285 ; but in 1833 the number was reduced to Q49. 

The population of these islands, by a census taken 
in 1833, was 4397 whites, 1286 free blacks and col- 
oured,* 3613 slaves; in all, 0195. 

The islanders are described as hwdsome in their 

EBrsona, hospitable, and of agreeable manners. Re- 
gious instruction is provided for by a church in 
each parish, and by five dissenting chapels. There 
are upward of twenty public or free schools, besides 
not fewer than twenty-one private schools, the at- 
tendance at which is not stated.f 

The colony ia ruled by a governor, who is also 
commander-in-chief; a council of nine, who, though 
nominated by the sovemor, must be confirmed by 
the crown ; and a House of Assembly of thirty-six, 
chosen by electors, who must derive an annual in- 
come of X30 sterling from landed property. 

The parts of this archipelago are so cltwely con- 
tiguous, that they may be considered j^ractically aa 
one ; and the division is made, not into islands, but 
into parishes. 

St. George, the metropolis, and Hamilton, are the 
only towns, the former containing about 500 houses. 
The other habitations are spread over the country 
in a detached manner, producing an agreeable and 

ficturesque effect. The principal dockyard is in 
reland, a small island at tne opposite extremity of 
the group and at the greatest distance from the cap- 
ital. It has been covered with works, and its sur- 
istce dmost entirety changed, with the view of fit- 
• In the T«We» for 1934 line nnrabei is listed ■t4SS9; but 
hare the sIsTea baTS erideDtlj been inctodad. 
t Ciriomal Tablei, 1833, 1833, 1834, ind 183S. 
03 
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ting it for a naval and militarr depAl of the flist im- 
poruace. St. George, luwever, h the moat accev- 
Bible point, and its liaibour very apacioua ; Uioush 
there ia a rockj bar which preveDta shipa of £e 
langeat daaa tiota entering. 
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OatUiM and BomMbris*. — HoddUui Rid|m. — Riran ukl 
liikw.— DiKOWT bj Cabot and Hudaon.— BulMii.— BtM. 
— Fin-— JaoiM.— HodMD'* Bajr Compwi;. —Their 8«ule- 
HMOta.— Coatrab with FinK«.— Tojages by Kniiht— Hid- 
dlBtOD.— MoR and Bmilh.— Nortbweil Compaiif .— Hannon'* 
AiMoant of tbair Tiada and SaUlmnsntL 

Tsaaa still rMoains to be described a region of 
British America far Burpaasing in extent the settled 
and occupied parts. It stretcnesin length from the 
eastern coast, in about 6ft° west longitude, to the 
Bauian boundary, ia UI", being seventy-six de- 
grees of longitude, which, in the sixtieth degree of 
Utitnde, will make about 3600 miles. The breadtb, 
from W nonh latitude, the bonndary of the United 
States, reaches to tbe northern limit of America. 
The dimensions in this direction will therefore be 
twenty- one degrees, or nearly 1400 English miles; 
but BO much space is occupied by inland seas, that 
it is scarcely possible to estimate its superficial ex- 
tent. 

In former volumes of the Family Library, which 
illnstrate the career of discovery m the Arctic re- 

R'ona Bjid on the coasts of America, there will be 
and described panicnlar portions of thta vaat and, 
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in many respecta, iotereBting territory.* It dow re- 
maim to ezhibit a complete and coaoected view of 
it, adding a fuller account of those geographical and 
liutoricai details which before could ooly be tilight- 
ly noticed. 

The most important natural division of this wids 
territory is fonned by a ht^fhland range, commencing 
at the Atlantic, and running towards the west be- 
tween the Caaadas and the Hudson's Bay posses- 
sions. AlClioDgh it riaes from l&OO to 2000 feet 
above the sea-level, it by no -means presents a 
mountainous or even hilly appearance. The sides 
alope upward in a very gradual manner, usually ter- 
minating on the summit in an extensive marshy 
plain; and it is only when they border on rivers 
and lakes, particularly the northern shores of Huron 
and Superior, that broken and rocky cliffs are ex- 
hibited. After forming the upper margin of these 
great lakes, it follows a wiadins line, generally 
northwest, passing northward of tne source of the 
Mississippi, and east of Lake Winnipeg. FiaaUy, 
taking a direction almost due north, it divides tna 
watera which fall into the Arctic Ocean from those 
which flow into Hudson's Bay. It is here reckoned 
about Q500 feet high, and displays on the western 
side a very steep precipice. The lofty chain of th« 
Rocky Mountains, running north and south, sep- 
arates the mun body of this territoty from that on 
the west, t>ounded on the other side by the Pacific. 

Ttiis region, in general, may be divided into three 
portions, strikingly distinct in surface and aspect. 
The first is the prairie country, on its southern limit, 
^m Canada westward to the Rocky Mountains, 
Hid intersected by the boundary of the United States. 
It is traversed by streama of long course, which roU 
sluggishly over its flat surface ; and their banks, for 
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&re alluvial, covered witii rich nerbage, and capa- 
. ble of bigh cultivation. At a distance from the 
water the soil becomes thin and steril, and lim- 
ber extremely scarce, bo that even the natives have 
not erected any fixed habitations. The country, 
however, will doubtless one day support anumeroua 
population; but at present, with the exception of 
the settlement on the Red River, it is only tenanted 
by tribes of fierce and independent aavi^ies. Th« 
game consists chiefly of buffaloes, which roam in 
vast herds over _the wide open plains. The ^olf, 
, the lynx, the fox, and various kinds of deer, likewise 
inhabit it; but the beaver and martin, the most val- 
uable species, do not find here their appropriate 

Another and much more extensive division con- 
ilsts of the wooded countries extending around 
Hudson's Bay, westward to the Rocky Mountains, 
and northward to the Arctic Ocean. The severity 
of the climate precludes the prospect of their ever 
becoming the seat of much improvement ; the trees 
being mostly of the pine species, and towards the 
northern boundary of a very stunted growth. All 
these tracts, however, abound with animals yieldiog 
those rich furs which form at present the only ex- 
portable produce of this part of America. 

The western territory, netween the Rocky Houut-, 
Bins and the ocean, is much less extensive, gener- 
ally steep and rugged in the vicinity of the first 
great barrier, but more level as it approaches the 
sea. The climate from April to October is delight- 
fully temperate, but during the rest of the year it 
is rainy, though frost or snow seldom occurs. 
Many tracts are fitted for yieldliw in abnndance 
whatever can minister to the use of civilized man. 
The furred animals are found in great numbers and 
of the same species, though, from the mildness of 
the climate, of somewhat tniferior quality to fhoam 
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of the wooded countries. The oeetn, however, 
yields one not elsewhere known, the sea-otter, 
clothed in s skin of extreme richness, for which 
there is a regular demand in the Chinese maricet. 

These regions are traversed by some large 
Mreama. The Peace River, which rises in the Rocky 
Mountains, flows first in a westerly direction, and 
then, after receiving the Athabasca or Elk, falls into- 
the Great Slave Lake. Thence it issues under the 
name of the Mackenzie, and proceeds northward or 
the eastern side of the dividing ridge, till, afXer a 
lun of not less than SDOO mites, it disappears in the 
Arctic Ocean. The Saakalchawan, from the same 
diain, holds a long course through the prairie coun- 
tries, while the Assiniboine rises in that territory, 
and both pour themselves into Lake Winnipeg. 
The surplus waters of that great expanse are con- 
veyed into Hudson's Bay by the Severn, which on 
this account is considered a continuation- of those 
rivers. From the eastern side of the ridge, the 
Churchill or Missinnippi, and the Nelson, flow into 
the bay; while the Coppermine River rolls north, 
throngh a naked and rocky tract, and the Tblew-ee- 
choh northeast, through a chain of large lakes, both 
into the Northern Ocean. The western district 
contains the great river Columbia, navigable 1300 
miles fhim its mouth ; also the Praser, Bowing from 
the same declivity into the Pacific, and each receiv- 
ing onmerous tributaries. Through the wooded 
countries, in an oblique line from the southeast to 
northwest, extends the chain of great lakes, Winni- 
peg, Athabasca, Slave, and Great Bear. To' these 



Y be added, though on a smaller scale, Chnton- - 

den, Aylmer, and Garry, near the course of the 

Thlew-ee-choh. Most of these natural features 



will be foond described hy Hr. Tytler, in his " Dis- 
covery on the more Northern Coasts of America,"* 
or in subsequent parts of this chapter. 

• PublislMdiuKMp«n'FMiiil7LIbr>TTiNii.Uu., 1^. 
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HndstHi's Bay was repeatedly riutod, at an etriy 
p«riod, by English nsvigatora, though for a long 
time solely with a view to that great abject of dis- 
covering a northweet passage, it appears that Se- 
bastian Cabot, in 1517, first penetrated to thi8gulf,but 
did not view it as an enclc^ed sea, being convinced 
that ir the commander, Sir Thomas Pert, had per- 
severed, he might have reached the coast of India 
or China. This voyage, however, was lost sight 
- of; BO that when Hudson, in 1610, sailed through 
the straits now bearing his name, and found a wide, 
open expanse, il was considered a new discovery, 
and named from him Fretmn Hudson, " the Hudson 
Sea." Nor was it yet recognised as a bay, but was 
viewed with hope as a part of the Pacific, and lead- 
ing directly to the eastern coasts of Aua. The nav- 
igator, however, having been compelled to winter 
within the straits, where the crew were exposed to 
severe suffering, a violent mutiny arose among them, 
when he and several of his adherents were exposed 
in a little boat on this inhospitable shore, and doubt- 
less perished. Only a few of the sailors, after en- 
during many calamities, made their way home, cov- 
ered with a dark cloud of suspicion of having been 
at least passive instruments in the crime to which 
their leailer fell a victim.* 

Notwithstanding the disastrous issue of this ex- 
pedition, it had opened vast prospects, to which as 
yet there appeared no limit. The long and intri- 
cate strait had seemed to expand, not into a bay, 
but an ocean ; and as the fatal winter had been pass- 
ed on the eastern shore, no opposite boundary had 
yet been traced. Under these encouraging views, 
Sir Thomas Button, in 1S13, was sent out with two 
vessels, having-as guides Bylot and Abacuk Pricket, 
both companions of Hudson. No regular or official 
narrative of his voyage was ever published, being 

^^_ * 0M * foUer DSmtira in Potu Seal and Rdfioa*, dof. vi 
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withheld, as Fox auspectB, for some siuister pur- 

Ce. Briggs says he applied to Sir Thomaa for 
journaJe, and was promised a perasal of them, 
but was disappoiiKed in consequeQce of his going to 
the Continent. Fox, however, got possession of 
those drawn up by other officers in the Tesse), which 
afford some idea of the leading incidents. Havini 
sailed in May, Button arrived in a few weeks off 
Cape Farewell, where he was detained some time 
by ice. He extricated himself, and, entering Hod- 
son's Strait, penetrated to Digges's Island, where 
he spent eight days in putting up a pinnace, which 
he had brought out in imme. Here a party landed 
and began to collect a species of birds called bj them 
willocks, which were found in numbers sufficient to 
have laden a boat; but, being attacked by seventy 
or eighty savages in two large caiioes, they found ' 
it necessary to fire a musket, by which one was 
killed, when the others, amazed at the report and 
execution, took to flight. Soon after, however, s 
number of seamen having landed to procure wate^, 
the natives rushed from an ambush and completely 
surprised them. Five were put to death, and one 
escaped by his dexterity in swimming; but it is 
manifest that just ground of provocation had been 
given, the English having taken four of their boats 
and returned only two. Sir Thomas, leaving this 
shore, applied himself to the object of his voyage, 
and having passed a lofly cape in B4° 10', beyond 
which an open sea appeared, he named it Hope's Ad- 
vance. Aner^me time land appeared on his right, 
which he called Carey's Swan's Nest, being part of 
Southampton Island ; but it opposed no obstacle to 
his progress. He held on, full of sanguine hopes,' 
till there appeared before him, in 60° W, a long 
line of coast, running north and south, and barring 
farther advance. Struck with dismay, he gave it the 
gloomy name of Hope Checked ; and soon a severe 
storm, with the advancing season, left only time to 
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consider how be might And winter qnartera. Aiter 
nnging southerly for a cooaiderable space, he coma 
to the month of a broad river, which be named Nel- 
aon, and where the company have estahlished their 
principal factory. The ship wub prepared as well u 
possible to paas the dreary months ; being barricaded 
Dy large piles of fir trees uid earth. The crew do 
not appear to have Buffered seriously from huuger, 
having killed a species of bird which they call white 
partridges, in numbers amounting by report to 1800 
dozen. Nor was the river completely frozen over 
till the 18th Pebruaiy, being preserved open bv oc- 
cBsiooal " warm and thawing days." Three large 
flrM were kept constantly on board of the vessol ; 
yet the sufferings of the men from cold were most 
intense, and a considerable nnmber of them died, 
among whom the master was one. The water did 
not begin to open tilt the Slst April.* 

As soon as the ship was free from the ice, a 
question arose how they should best promote the 
objects of the voyage. One Hubbart advised to 
penetrate up the river, and see how it was inhab- 
ited ; but this evidently could contribute nothing to 
the main design. Another, therefore, proposed to 
proceed southward till they should find, as he ex- 
pected, a tide flowing from the westward; then 
" to bend their coorses against that flood." It was 
finally decided to seek a passage between the new- 
Iv-discovered western shore and the land to which 
they had given the name of Carey's Swan's Nest 
They proceeded, therefore, through the wide open- 
ing since called Sir Thomas Roe's Welcome ; but 
pursuing an east and northeast course, instead of 
keeping in the mid channel, they soon lighted upoa 
SonthamptoH Idand, and were much troubled to 
see the land " troul away southerly," sf^nvheod- 
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iog that the sea in which they sailed was nothinc 
more than a bay. The writer of the notes, haw- 
ever, who seems to be Sir Thomas Roe, says, " 1 
canDot find this proved, nor is it by anything her»> 
in written, and for other things known." Button, 
in fact, attempted to clear this barrier, and get again 
into the open sea; but, after saihng some space, ha 
came in view of another shore following exactly 
the same direction. Then, it is said, he became 
assnred of whu before he only doubted ; that this 
coist joined the western one wliich he had quitted) 
and that the Welcome was enclosed by land on mH 
but the southern side ; stilt, says the writer, " I do 
otherwise believe." It was, in truth, a prematura 
eonclusion; but the commander, having decidedly 
adopted it, thought only of retarning to Englui^ 
which he reached in the autumn of 1613.* 

In the following year an expedition was sent out 
under Captain Gibbons, who had accompanied But- 
ton ; but, having suffered himself to be entangled 
by ice in a bay on the coast of Labrador, he did 
not even enter the straits, and returned without ef- 
fecting anything whatever. 

The adventurers at home— Digges,WoIstenholme, 
and Jones — did not allow themselves to be discour- 
aged. In ISIQ they despatched the Discovery, un- 
der the command of Bileth or Bylot, who, as a sea- 
man, had distinguished himself in the three prece- 
ding voyages. He was accompanied by Baffin, a 
very skilful mariner, on whom devolved the task 
of relating the incidents ; but, being in this respect 
somewhat unlearned, be has not executed the task 
guite so well as could be wished. They sailed in 
April, and on the eth Hay saw the coast of Green- 
land, in the vicinity of wnich numerous mountains 
of ice were tossing. One was 140 fathoms above 
water, and the portion beneath was soi^oaed by 

• Northwest Foi,p. ISO, ue, i*s. 
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descried the main body of ihe ice, which Baffin ai 
Tised to sail round ; but the captain thought if they 
pushed into the middle, it would gradually diBsolvo 
and give way before them. The consequence was,- 
that m the evening they were fast among it, thirty 
leagues from anyshore. Ther remained thus im-' 
peded till the !3d, during which time Bylot had de- 
termined lo spend twenty days or upward in exam-. 
iniog Davis's Strait ; but, on finding himself clear of 
" the thiclc tee," he resumed his intention of pro- 
ceeding to Hudson's Bay. On the S7th they saw a 
proBtontory, which proved to be Resolution Island, 
uid two days afterward were fairly within the stmits. 
Making their way aa they best .could, they discov- 
ered l^d, or, rather, " a company ofislands." Cast- 
ing anchor near one, they saw a multitude of dogs 
strangely howling and barking; and a party ap- 
proauiing the shore in a boat observed also tents 
and canoes, taut "people they saw none." Baffin 
then landed and mounted a hill, whence he descri- 
ed a canoe with fourteen men, to whom he made 
signs of friendship. These were returned, yet so 
as to show them " fearful of us, while we were not 
wilUng to trust them." A mode of exchange was 
devis«l, such as has been reported of the earliest 
traffickers. The English left within their reacli 
some knives, beads, and other trifles j then with* 
drew, and on their return found a snppiy of whale- 
fins and seal-akins, which they carried off. There 
were five tents covered with seal-skin, and thirtv- 
five or forty dogs " of a brinded black colonrf look- 
ing almost like wolves." They were yoked to 
sledges, as practised by the Greenlanders, whom 
this people greatly resembled in their houses and 
clothes, but "both lees neat and artificial; their 
maimers also more rude and uncivil." On the IBtb 
June they were again enclosed with ice, yet the 
-weather u fine u poseible, and the water so 
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JHBQOth that the; could make observations for tbe 
loogitade as steadily on shipboard as on share. 
Being liberated od the 37th, they pushed forward' 
and came to Salisbury Island, and thence to an- 
other, or, rather, a group, which they named Mil], 
troffi the violent and continual grinding of the ice. 
Strong currents ran between the shores, and the 
water drawing the ship one way and the ice anoth- 
er, involved her in great danger, to avoid which 
they were obliged to make a circuit. Continuing 
to press westward, though in the face of opposing 
winds, they missed Nottingham Island ; but on the 
llth July came in view of land, being the eastern 
coast of Southampton Island. One cape bore so 
promising an appearance, while the weather had be- 
come highly favourable, that they gave it tbe name 
of Comfort ; but this sentiment was soon '' quail- 
ed." when, on endeavouring to find a passage on 
the farther side, they saw me coast stretching to 
the east and northeast, leading to the impression 
that this was merely a bay. Bylot concluded, 
therefore, that his mission was ended, and thought 
only of returning. In repassing the stnuts, he came 
to the spot on Digges's Island repeatedly noted for 
the immense number of the birds calleq willocks; 
and he observes, in fact, that he might have taken 
many thousands.* 

Bylot relumed with the decided belief that no 
passage westward was to be hoped for within Hud- 
son's Bay. The zeal of the adventurers, however, 
not being in any degree cooled, he and Baffin were, 
equipped next year to attempt one by Davis's Strait. 
On tins voyage, which does not relate to our sub- 
Ject.f they discovered a large circuit of coast before 
unknown, but received the fullest impression that 
the wide sea round which they had sailed was only 
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K bay, to which th« auav ol Bsflln has ever aincQ 
been attached. The discouraging acconnts bron^t 
home by this ezpeditioa chilled for a considerable 
time the diapoeiUon for maritime adventure. 

This spirit, however, aa long as any hope re- 
mained, failed not from time to time toTerive. 
Oq deliberately coaaidering the subject, it appeared 
evident that Hudson's Bay was very far from being 
completely explored, and that space still remained 
in which there might be a wide passage westward. 
Luke Fox, an enterpriaing mariner, with some pre- 
tensions to wit and letters, describes himself as th« 
prime mover in this new enterprise. He declares 
that he had not been importuned to it either by 
noble or gentle, " but had neen itching after it ever 
since 1608," when he applied to go in capacity of 
mate to John Knight. He was rejected as unquali- 
fied, and owoe that "his ambition had then soared 
a pitch higher than his ability," but he atudioasly 
improved himself by voyages to diSerent parta of 
Europe. He also sought acquaintance with the 
officers who returned from the western expeditions, 
carefully examining them as to all that had been 
done and was to do. Having gained much informa- 
tion from Thomaa Sterne, globe-maker, through 
whose hands passed all the narratives and m^M 
brought home by the successive navigators, he then 
formed his plan and communicated it to Mr. Briggs, 
the celebrated mathematician, who warmly encour- 
aged bim, but unfortnnately died before the com- 
pletion of the arrangements. Sir John Brooke, how* 
ever, invited him to his table, supplied him with 
money, and finally introduced him to the king, for 
whose aid a petition was presented. It waa second- 
ed by Sir Thomas Roe, just relumed from a Swe- 
dish embassy. Hia majesW cordially consented, and 
having sent for Sir John Wolstenholme, " this voya- 
ge's never-failing friend," appointed him to make 
the arrangements. Fox, receiving the choice of 
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BDj^ship io the public aerrice, selected one of eighty 
tons, and collected a crew of twenty men, none 
above thirty years old, " of godly coaversation," and 
who had t>een out already " on these froat-biting 
TOyageH." Two "beardless yo linkers" were added 
for steering ^le boat ; and the vessel was completely 
equipped and provisioned for eighteen months. In 
the inetructioas it'was ordained that daily prayers 
should be read; that no profane expressions should 
be uttered, nor any diarespeciful lo the soverei^ ; 
*' that no man speali any doubtful or dispiriting 
words s^nst the good succesa of the voyage, or 
make auy doubt thereof, or make any question of 
the skill or tmowledge of either superior or inferior 
officer; also, there shall be no grumbling about 
lictuale."* 

The merchants of Bristol in the same season fitted 
|OQt a veBset, of vhich they gave the command lo 
Captain James. It was rather in rivalry of the 
I^ndon one than in concert with it ; and hence the 
king, tiiough he afforded his countenance, contribn- 
teA no funds. 

Fox sailed on the fith May, 1631, taking the route 
of the Orkneys, which he passed on the lOtb. On 
^e 13th June he was in the latitude of Cape Fare- 
ivetl, which was hidden by a dense fog. On the 
Slst, when off Cape Warwick, in Lumley's Inlet, he 
was beset, and his progress arrested by ice and cur- 
rents. Some advised to seek a harbour; but he 
spiritedly resolved to " ply the ice in sea.room," re- 
fneiubering Gibbons, and because in the open water 
he could day and night snatch any opportunity of 

Koceeding, which in port he could not. When 
set by fog and night together, he made himself 
fast to a piece of ice. Next day Uie sun bad mount- 
ed ten degrees before it could peep through the 
ViUSt; then they had « fair, calm, hot day, yet were 

• NortbwMt Foi, p. les-m, 301. 
pa 
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atiQ QodoMd. A strong gale lutTing &ft«rtT8]<d 
risen, an iceberg proved advantageoui as a drag to 
moderate their speed. He says, "this prodigiouB 
thing we call ice is aoaietinieB monnlainB nigh ;" but 
here there wei« no pieces tai^r than a great church ; 
while mast of them were not more Uian ten feet 
above, and one and a half under water : their extent 
Taryiag from a perch to two acres : " these are they 
that do enclose you." On the 36th "the sun rose 
clear," making " a cold, virgin day ;" but in the even- 
ing the exhalations became so thick, that they could 
Eiot distinguish mainland, bajrs, or straits, the glim- 
mering reflection of the sun having formed the ice 
into varied and UQcertain shapes. The bergs still 
lay BO thick on every side, that " he knew not what 
wind to pray for, to quit himself of them ■" but on 
the 30th the heat became intense, and began rapidly 
to dissolve these masses, which, being loosened, 
tossed about in a dangerous manner. On the 3d 
July, however, an open sea appeared ; " the sun 
Uoked up the fog's dew, and meule a shining day;" 
and having an almost uDobstructed nin, on the lOth 
he reached Saliabuiy Island, near the inner month 
of the straits. Next morning he was enclosed again, 
but " with hauling, sailing, pulling, and towing, got 
clear." He was embarrassed by the compass " hav- 
ing almost tost its sensible part," and was absorbed 
in conjecture whether "the cold benumbed it a^ it 
doth us," or whether it was acted on by minerals 
in the adjacent mountains. On the 17th he passed 
Digges's Island, and on the Slst came to Carey's 
Swan's Nest, bat found there no swans ; the shorn 
exhibited only " strange moss, quagmires, and water 
plashes."* 

From this point Fox's discoveries were under- 
stood to begin, and he says he bad been instructed 
to proceed thence N.W. by N. till be reached the 
* NorthwcBt Fox, p. 183-SOD. 
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vest cout, then diligstitly to Bearch all round for a 
passBfe. On the 37th, aAer some deceptions, be 
saw land, bat which was difficult to approach from 
the number of rocky islands. A boat's crew lauded, 
and found a number of dead bodies depoaited in sep- 
ulchres, and covered with long wooden boards well 
smoothed and fitted. Fox did not attempt to ssarch 
the head of the Welcome ; and, indeed, since the time 
of Button, the impression seems to have been gen- 
eral that it wai closed all roimd. He steered south- 
ward, keeping near the coast, thongh the islands 
rendered tbis difficult and dangerous. His survey 
was in vain, and on the 7th Angnat, having reached 
Nelson River, he pnt in to reSt. Having renewed 
two maats and set up his pinnace, he stood ont to 
aea; and here he met James, whose ship he oddly 
describes as "taking her liquor as kindly as ours, 
and her nose no sooner out of the pitcher than her 
nebe, like the duck's, was in't again." He invited 
fais rival on board, and hospitably entertained him, 
though he dee)are» he considered this the worss 
spent time during tho voyB(;e. James is described 
by him as a good mathematician, but a bad seaman, 
who is aaid to have exultingly declared be was on 
the way to the Emperor of Japan ; a tone with which 
his own narrative scarcely accords. Fox proceed- 
ed in his researches, and having passed an immense 
range of coast without finding a single nestero'open- 
ing, while the direction for a long way had been al- 
most dne east, he gave up alt hopes of a passage in 
this quarter. He determined, as the last chance, to 
return to Nottingham Island, at the inner monlh of 
the straits, and sail thence dne north, instead of th« 
western course followed by Bylot, who had thus 
struck upon Southampton Island. Leaving the 
coast, therefore, he sailed directly nonheaat, across 
the broad expanse of the bay. Its vast extent was 

J L_.i_ '^-— y Bwell, and he soon encounter' 

a grim aa " though it had in fury 
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orerthrown all lands." He was obliged to bnak vp 
the pinnace, which was only a drag to his etera, tlw 
men in it being; pi li fuller wet.* On thti 7th Septetn* 
ber he pMsed Cape Pembrolce, near Carey's Swan's 
Nest, and soon made hia way in the channel sought 
for, and now bearing bis name. He sailed along its 
eastern shore, and observing two conspicuous points, 
named one Charli^a's Promontory, the other Cape 
Matia, " in a most bounden and dutiful remembrance 
of my Icing and queen.'' Having passed two capes 
named after Lords Weston and Dorohester, he no* 
tices with emotion that he was within the Arctic cirr 
ele, and soon after the latitude of 66° 47' is announ* 
Ced as his " farthest." This important resolution 19 
mentioned without any exposition of motives or 
pretext of an impassable barrier. The journal for 
some days back had recorded that the land lay hid 
in snow ; that the ship's sides, and the very steeps 
tubs were frozen ; and that " most of the crew were 
ready to fall down with the rest that were down al* 
ready." In short, it appears that both hei and hia 
men lost oourage at the idea of plunging farther 
into the regions of perpetual ice, anfl spending a 
winter on tiiose inhospitable shores. It wag not, 
he says, till they got out to the open ocean that 
Bi^y genial warmth was felt, and the strength and 
■pirits of the sailors began to revive. f In England, 
however, complaints seem to have been made that 
his conduct had in no degree answered expectation, 
•nd that, having carried out the necessary supplies, 
he might at least have spent the winter in Hudson^ 
Bay.and renewed the search next spring. He ob- 
, nrves, in vindication of his proceedings, that lesq 
expense would be incurred, and the ship and people 

Cit in a more efficient state by wintering in Eag' 
nd, and going out again next seaaon.t But ttuv 

• 5S[^"?!/*"' '■ 201-«*T- t Ibid., p. 2SW«. 
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last project does not appear to hare been seriously 
CDtertained ; and cenainly it was never acted apoo, 
either by himself or in any other quarter. 

James, meantime, was pursuing his rival voyage, 
which was entirely fitted out by the Bristol mer- 
chants i but the king made no hesitation in givini^ 
him a letter to the Emperor of Japan, in case he 
should reach the shores of that monarch. Having 
sailed on the 3d Hay, 1631, he was, on the 4th June, 
in the vicinity of Greenland, and isliuids of , ice begaa 
to encompass him. He seems to have been fear' 
fully appalled, and, as hinted by Fox, to have scarce- 
ly possessed either the skill or courage needful to 
tn^ve those formidable obstacleB. llie vessel, he 
says, struck many fearful blows: they wrought night 
and day, and broke all their poles in keeping off the 
ice. On the 16th they were assailed by masses stiQ 
more huge and eAraordinary : the shallop was dastn 
ed to pieces, and the ship narrowly escaped the same 
fate ; however, " she forced herself through, though 
*eo tossed and shattered as I think never ship was." 
On the 17th they imagined they heard the sound of 
breakers, but it proved only ice, .against which the 
waves were dashing with a hollow and hideous 
noise. The fog was piercing, and froze on th« 
sails I the compasses became nseleee. However, 
amid all these troubles, he came in view of Reso- 
lalion Island, the entrance of the straits; which, it 
appears, were not passed without many casualties. 
Having struck on a rock, they thought all over, leap- 
ed on a piece of ice, and betook themselves to pray- 
ers ; but, as the water happily rose, their vessel was 
carried clear over. Their alarm was not less when, 
as the season advanced, the icebergs began to break, 
with a most terrible, thundering noise, and there was 
one along with which they verily thought to have 
^ gone to pieces ; but " God was more merciful."* 

• Harrii'i CoUoOion of ToyagM, toI, it, p. W7-V». 



|f8 ■VnOIi't BAT TiaUTORT t 

They made theii way, boweTsr, throng Iha 
fiTuts, and on the 16th July were between Diggee's 
and Nottingham Islands. After pasaiag' that of 
Mansfield, the allowance of bread was reduced, and 
they pushed eagerly for the west coast, seeking to 
reach it in about 63° N. latitude. Soon, however, 
they were arrested by dense fogs and islands of ice. 
The men began to murmur that they could get neir 
ther back nor forward, and doubted if tbey would 
even find land to winter upon. These gloomy 
musings continued ti|l the 5th August, when titf 
sea became clear, a good wind sprung up, and they 
Biuled rapidly across the bay. On the 11th I.euuI 
appeared nearly in the desired position; bk)t, m 
Jfimea seems to have had no idea of looking northr 
erly for the passage, he proceeded directly south. 
On the I3th there was again an alarm of strikjiie 
upon rocks, but " in this dreadful accident it pleased 
God to send two or three swelling seas, which 
heaved us over." On the 16ih he passed Nelson 
River; and on the SOth, in latitude &7°, named this' 
countiT the Principality of New South Wales, a 
Utle which still partly pontiouee. On the SSCh he 
met Fox, and notices their intercourse, without any 
particulars. On the 4th and 6lh September, a more 
^adful storm than ever assailed them, when the 
ship " did labour most terribly in this distraction of 
winds and waves." The ovetwhelming sea, he 
aavB, made them feel hke Jonah in the whale's 
belly; and their distress was "most miserable in 
this so unknown a place." The storm abated ; but, 
on the 12th, through Ihe negligence of the watch, 
who had fallen asleep, the ship struck violently, and 
appeared to have received her death- wound. They 
hastily conveyed some tools and bread into the boat, 
," to prolong for a few days a miserable life ;" how- 
ever, after striking a hundred blows, in five hours ■; 
she was got off. Being then assailed by another 
Mono, they found shelter on an island.* 

• Kuril'* CoUBCtko <tf Tof^M, nd. U., p. 410-414. 
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The qnestiOn of wintering came now BerioasI; 
under consideration. It was vain to think of farther 
attempts at a passage this season ; but, ignorant bow 
near be was to the bottom of the bay, he hoped to 
reach a more southern and milder climate ; for here, 
though the latitude waa only SSf>, the rigeing froze 
during the night,' and it was needful each morning 
to shovel away half a foot thick of snow. Th6 
vessel, raoreoTer, waa so leaky, the crew so weak 
and unable for constant pumping, as made it scarcely 
possible to steer farther through an onknown sea; 
On the iStb, however, they made the attempt, but 
were soon in such jeopardy that " they began td ' 
prepare to make a good end of this miserable, tor^ 
raented life." They nevertbetess succeeded in run- 
ning into a sheltered sound, and, after some farther 
attempts, finally determined to take up their quarters 
there. The arrangements seem to have beenmadtf 
with judgment; and James's narrative, being th6 
first that detailed an Arctic wintering, excited great 
interest, and is said to have furnished to 'Si.t. Boyle 
the chief materials for his " History of Cold." 

They found themselves on an island, to which was 
given the name of Charlton. ' The honters, seni 
round in search of provisions, fonnd only one deer, 
which they had to dragtwelve miles; bnt, seeing no 
trace of savages, they could sleep in greater security: 
The victuals, being examined, were found in good 
condition, proving the honest^ of the steward, and 
a weekly snrvey was appointed. A small house« 
too, was erected for the sick. The ship, during i 
heavy gale, being nearly driven out to sea, they re- 
menibered the fate of 8ir Hugh Witloughby, and de- 
termined, after taking out the provisions andstorea,' 
to sink her; an object which was effected more- 
■lowlf than they wished, by boring holes with tha 
carpenter's auger. She had previously appewred 
like a huge piece of ice in the form of a vessel. 
While engaged is this weA^ tbe nen cosM Umdly 



160 Husioii's BAT tbrritost: 

neofBue vuli other imder the iciclea which cov- 
ered thcii hair, faces, and clothea. Their noBea* 
cheeksi and hands were as white as paper ; and it 
became neceaaary to cut their haii close to prevent 
more serious consequeaces. Their sack luid TJoe- 
gar required to be cut like wood with a hatchet; 
and they had for some time been confiaed to melted 
snow-water, a drink by no means silutary, when they 
were lucky enough to find a spring which never 
froze. Meantime, strennous ezertions were made 
to erect a comfortable habitation. They reared 
three stntctures, the chief uf which was twenty feel 
square, formed of trees rudely cut and fastened to- 

E ether, and covered with sails on the inside. The 
earth was in the middle, and the beds ranged in a 
double tier round it; their spare clothes fumiahiag 
canopies and curtains. Twenty feet from this was 
a smaller house for cooking, and for the main body 
of the crew to sit in. The third was the storehouse, 
and, being without fire, was completely buried in the 
drift. Thus, he says, they seemed to live amid a 
heap and wilderness of anow; however, by shovel- 
ling and beating, they contrived to form a track Uiree 
feet deep, by mtich they could go in and out.* 

On the SM November they lud lost the gunner, 
" au honest and strong-hearted man," who was much 
legretted. The others kept their hedtb wonderfully 
till the end of Fetouary, when the dreadful forerun- 
sera of scurvy appeared; aching joints, loose teeth, 
and difficulty of eating; and two thirds were sooa 
suder the surgeon's care. These symptoms became 
Gonstantlv more severe and general, yet the mea 
were unoer the painful necessity of going some 
distance for fuel. The lumberers were someUmea 
obliged to crawl a mile through the anow on all. 
fours till they came to a tree, then to set fire to the 
Inuk before they could cut it down, and &fterwaid 

• HaTii*> Collaclion of Voiagca, tuL fl., p. iU-VO. 
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drag it to the house. In going' to the ship the cold 
was Ibund stilt more intolerable. The surgeon, who 
was " s sweei- conditioned man," every morning 
cleared their teeth, picked the putrid fiesD from the 
gums, bathed their benumbed limbs iu nater boiled 
with plants ; after which they could endure the fa- 
tigue and exposure, though they returned as ill as 
ever. Thus, however, "they went through their 
miseries." Their house was hun^with icicles; the 
eloihes and beds were covered with hoarfrost ; the 
cock's tubs during the night were frozen to the bot- 
tom; and, when one side was warm, the ice on the 
other was an inch thick. The smoke from the 
green wood was often intolerable, and made them 
look like chimney-sweepers. 

In January the eea was completely frozen over. 
As one reason of the intense cold which was here 
experienced, he mentions the number of shallow 
bays in which the ice is early formed, then broken 
snd floated out into the main, where the pieces col- 
lect and accumulate over each other, till it gets the 
entire predominance. On the 6th of April the snow 
fell deeper than at any other time of the year, and 
was also moist and in large Bakes, instead of being, 
M formerly, like dry duet. On the 19th the master 
>nd two men preferred to sleep on board rather 
fiian " to hear the miserable groans and lamenta- 
ttona of the sick all night long." About the middle 
of this month, though the troit was scarcely at all 
■bated, and only five could eat their ordinary food, 
it became necessary to begin clearing the ship by 
digging the ice out of her. They celebrated May 
Eve when it arrived, " choosing ladies' names, fixing 
tbem in their caps, endeavouring to revive them- 
Mlves by any means." On the 18th the carpenlsr 
died, " making a very goodly end," and much tn- 
ptttted, " both for bis Innate goodness, and the pre«> 
ent necessity far « mao of his qnality." Soon afUr 
word WM brooffht tbst the tody Of the late gunner 

Vei. ii.-a 
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was mppearing abore the ice ; and, when dnr out, it- 
was found as entire as whea firet committed to ^9 
water, the flesh on the bouea only slipping up and 
down like a glove. 

On clearing ont the ship, they had great satisfac- 
tion on finding her completely uninjured, the ic« 
within and around having seemingly protected her 
ftom BTcry shock. They found also several butta 
of wine, beer, and cider, '■' which God had preRerred 
for them." The sun, becoming veiy powerful, r^ 
idly dissolved the ice, which did not, however, form 
atreama of water, but exhaled as it melted, leaving 
the remaining mass, as it were, honeycombed. Not- 
withstanding strict search, they could find neither 
herb nor leaf that was eatable till the 31st Hay, 
when Bome green vetches were discovered, and ao- 
ministered to the sick. The crop proving abondant, 
they were eaten in every shape, raw with bread, 
boiled with oil and vinegar, and the juice bmisea 
into their liquor. Such was the effect on the inva- 
lids, that in a few days their teeth were fastened, 
the flesh on the gums became firm, and those for- 
merly unable to move could walk abroad. Yet 
their slate was checkered by some new troubles; 
for while the heat daring the day was intolerable, 
at night it froze an inch thick ; and the sultry air 
brought forth in myriads flies of various descripttona, 
which he supposes to have lain dormant through 
the winter, with bloodthirsty moschetoes, cansing k 
torture which appeared to them often worse than 
the cold. An old flag was cut into bags to envelt^ 
their heads, yet nothing could prevent their facet 
from being aU over pimples. As the trees, through 
heat, became dry like flax or hemp, a fire caugnt 
them while James and another were in the couDtjy; 
it ran along the ground like a train of gunpowder : 
4nd it was only by almoat prelernaluru fli^t and 
laapi that they reached the thoro.* 

* Huru'iOollectMUKffTofageaiTol. IL, p. til-lU. 
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Dlcttntime the aapect of the waters wu cuefullr 
-wktched. The frozen surface began to crack with 
« frightful noise, and the pieces being toesed about 
ud thrown upon each other, navigable channels 
vere gradoaUy formed, though the sfaip, no longer 
moored among ice, was exposed to fresh dangers. 
By the 18th, all her holes being stopped, she was 
found perfectly fit for sea, and preparations were 
therefore made for departure. Besides the gunner 
uid carpenter, they had lost another man : not s 
great number under such circumstances ; and they 
were all now decently interred. A. large tree was 
formed mto a crofla, lo which were fastened pictures 
of the king and queen, doubly cased in lead, while 
beneath were placed the royal arms, end those of 
the city tf Bristol. On the 1st July they took a 
last view of the island, got into their boat, and soon 
reached the ship ; but, finding it impossible to steer 
northeast across the bay, they were obliged to fol- 
low the western shore till they came to latitude 
61°, when they stood for Carey's Swan's Nest, which 
they reached on the SSd August. During these six 
weeks tbey had storms and ice continually beating 
oa them, and were constantly, as it were, in the 
Uiws of death. On arriving at Nottingham Island, 
James determined to make another attempt at dis- 
coTerv in the open sea to itie northwest ; and 
Ihoun the men showed themselves strongly indis- 
posed, they at last consented. The frost, howeTer, 
had become so intense, that ice was formed two 
feet thick, and did not melt-under the strongest in- 
fluence of the son. There slao appeared reason to 
apprehend that they might not be able to pass th« 
straits, but be obliged to spend another winter, for 
which they were wholly unprovided. The captain 
tlterefore called a meeting of the master and men, 
and with a sorrowful heart, as he declares, but with 
their nnanimoua approbation, determined to return. 
On the 3d September he reached Resolution Island ; 
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by tho 6th be waa dear of the straiU, kfter wliicli 
no more ice wu ■&«□, and he steered direct for 

England.* 

Although these voyage* were all aboitive aa ta 
their primary object, they laid open ihe ^reat extent 
of Hudsoo's Bay, and conveyed some idea of the 
valuable furred animali by which its shores are ten- 
anted. Yet so exclusively were the English iutent 
on the India passage, that it vras reserved for a rival 
nation to discover the beaefita which might be de- 
rived from BBtabUshing a colony. A Frenchman 
named Grosseliez, faaviog penetrated thither from 
Canada, made a survey of the country, and laid be- 
fore his court the plan of a settlement. Finding it 
received with unmerited coldness, he procured.an 
introduction to Mp. Montague, our ambassador, and 
through him to Prince Rupert, whose active miud 
embraced the suggestion with ardour. In June, 
1668, the adventurers sailed in a vessel commanded 
by Zechariah Gillam, and reached in September 4 
riv.er then called Nemisco, to which they gave tha 
name of Rupert. They wintered there, and found 
the frost not so intense as wan ejected, beinff 
nearly over in April, while in June, when they left 
it on their return, the weather had become extreme* 
ly hot. Upon the report made by this parly, the 
prince and a number of other noblemen and gen. 
tlemen subscribed a capital of jC10,500, and obtain- 
ed a charter, securing to them the exclusive trade 
and administration of 9ii the countries round Hud- 
son's Bay. They immediately sent out Mr. Charlea 
Bayly, who formed a settlemeot on Rupert's River. 
Others were established on Moose River in 1S74, 
and, four years later, on the Albany. By 1886 they 
had added two more on the Nelson and the Severn, 
and in 1690,their affairs were in such a flourishing 

• Huna'iCoIlacti<»iofToyagM,TDl. ii., p. 436-430. 
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eoaditioit, tbat tbey deteimined to triple their origi* 
lul Mock, thereby rusing it to £31,600.* 

The French court no sooner learned that the es- 
tabtiabment so lately tendered to their acceptance 
had been occupied by a. rival power, than they re- 
pented of their neglect i and Colbert, now at the 
helm of affairs, and eagerly devoted to the interests 
of commerce, was particularly anxious to redeem 
this error. A cl^m was advanced on the ground 
of prior occupation; and Grosseliez, already de- 
tached froni the English service, waa sent out in 
168S with another oificer. He not only laid the 
foundation of a factory on Hayes River, but in th« 
following apring surprised the Britiah one on the 
Nelson, taking Gillam a prisoner, and carrying him 
lo Canada ; and yet, soon after, by means not very 
distinctly stated, the English again became mas- 
ters of all these stations. In I6fi6, however, amid 
profound peace, the Chevalier de Troyes marched 
thither and suddenly took the Rupert, Hayes, and 
Albany factories. These movements do not seem 
to have attracted much attention in Europe ; but 
when the war of 1088 broke out, hostile operv 
tiona were carried on with greater ardour. During 
1603, 4, i, the different settlements were successive- 
ly teicen and retaken. In 16S6 the English had re- 
covered almost the whole; but, in the following 
year, a squadron from France defeated the Hudson's 
Bay Bhip«, and took all the forts except Albany. 
The treaty of Ryswick leaving things in ttata quo, 
this state of possesston continued till the peace of 
Utretcht in 1713, by which the various posts were 
restored to' Britain.f 

The company seem now to have applied them- 
ielrea with extraordinary activity to extend their 
trade. In 1T30 they greatly extended their capital ; 

■ Il«baoa'i AecouQt d Six Yean' Retidenci In HodwB^ 
Bh ((>ro^Laad^^SS), iliipiiiidix, p. S-T, 11, 44. 
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the forta were repRired and Mlsrgvd; ud sCUSob* 
wen formed in the interiCH-. Thas tbings weu oa 
BiDoothly till 1749, wtaen a. ijiiestiiNi was agilaled in 
Parliament as to the propriet7 of contimuog their 
monopoly. They were accused of Deflecting the 
improvement of the conntrj and the eziensioa of 
commerce, and particularly of having taken no vig- 
orous steps, as required by their charter, for the 
discovery of a northwest paseage : but after a. long 
investigation the legislature saw no ground to dit- 
turb tbem in the possession of their privileges.* 

The charge, however, of neglecting the inieresU 
of geographical knowledge was still zealously 
pressed by some individuals, who asserted that they 
not only showed extreme indifference on the eu(>- 
ject, but in fact anxiously checked discoveries which 
might have shaken their monopoly. This imputa- 
tion appears to have been gre^^tly exaggerated, if 
not altogether unfounded. Expeditions throng 
Arctic seas uid over frozen plains involve much 
expense and hardship, and, as long as the company 
were struggling hard ibr their very existence, could 

It reasonably be expected. At length, in 1731, on 



the urgent representation of John Knight, o 
their govemore, they engaged in an enterprise bav- 
ing this object in view ; Giting out two vessels, com- 
manded by Barlow and Vaughan, while Knight him- 
. self took the chief direction. Their plan was to 
proceed northward, and endeavour to find a passage 
up the Welcome; being provided with a portable 
house and an ample stock of provisions for the win- 
ter. No very great alarm was ther^ore felt at their 
not returning the first year; but when anotbw 
elapsed, although a few cherished sanguiae. hopes 
thai they had reached the Pacific and were now Ml 
their way homeward round C^>e Horn, anxiety b»- 
cam* general. Captain Scroggs was despuchedin 

• Robwm, Appoodiz, p. 13, M-«T. 
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the WhKl«boim to senrch after them ; but, haTing 
arrived late, he returned without any discoverv, or* 
h ia alleged, very diligent inTestigation. All at- 
tempts were then giren up as hopeless, and yet, 
after the lapse of forty years, the sad secret of their 
fate was disclosed. Two whale-fishing boats hav- 
ing gone into a harhour on Marble Island, near the 
entrance of the Welcome, perceived a large space 
of ground overspread with memorials of the dread- 
ful catastrophe. Anchors, cables, bricks, guns, and 
""■""r artidies, for which the natives knew n 



houses were traced, and at length the bolls of iha 
vessels were seen beneath the water. Heame af- 
terward met some aged Esquimaux, who recol- 
lected, and could give him the particulars of this 
tragical event. They had seen the party arrive 
very late in the season, having apparently suffered 
many; hardships, and the ships much damaged, y^t 
exertions were immediately made to erect the 
house. The natives did not remain on the spot 
during that winter, but visited it again the following 
spring, when they found the original number of fifty 
much reduced by severe sicknesB. The survivera 
were actively employed, donbtlesa in attempting to 
equip their ships anew ; yet at the end of summer 
they were found still there, reduced to only twenty 
bv the pressure o( severe want and illness ; but as the 
Esquimaux remained in the vicinity during this win- 
ter, supplies of their coarse provision of train oil and 
blubber were gladly accepted. The natives remo- 
ved in spring to another part of the coaat, and after- 
ward returning found only five, sutjected now to the 
last extremity of famine. These, having purchuad 
•ome seal's desh and blobber, devoured it with an 
imprudent avidity, which proved fatal to three of 
, them. The two others nrvived many days, during 
which they were wont to go to Qm top of a nelgb- 
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bmatng rock, wbenc* they ^ed long tBd wiMAiUjr 
towards the nor^ ind ean in hops of snccour, MM 
OD seeing none, oftea eat iowa tORCtber end wept 
bitterly. One of tbem tt length died, and the otIiOTt 
while attempting to dig his grave, fell dowD and ex- 
pired alao. 

This melaneholy resalt threw a dasip on th« 
pabtic mind, and a conaiderable time elapeed with- 
out farther eSbn. In 1737, however, the project 
was revived with the greaieat entbusioam by Mx. 
Dobbs, a gentleman of intelligence and property, 
and poHeasing much influence with government. 
'At hia urgent entreaty, the company fitted' out two 
veuele; but no record has ever been published of 
tbeir proceedings, which do not appear to have been 
poshed with very great activity, smce they did not 
reach beyond lat. 69° north, l^e directore seem 
to have been disposed to let the aflto rest; bnt 
DoUn's dissstiafaction was extreme, and greatly 
hSightened by correspondence «rith Captain Middlo- 
ton, an officer long in their service. He loudly 
charged them as so intent on the preservation of 
their monopoly, that they studiously checked dis- 
covery along their coasts, regardless even of the 
rich mines and fisheries which it might have open- 
ed. He appealed, therefore, to the Lords of the Ad- 
miralty, who, after long sohcltation, granted the 
Fnmace bomb-ketch, which was placed under tbo 
command of Middleton. He sailed in 1741, winter- 
ed in Churchill River, and on 1st July next year 
began his expedition. Although no voyage, perhaps, 
ever excited more interest and discussion, no dis- 
tinct or connected narrative of it has ever bieen fur- 
nished; he merely communicated to the Royal So- 
ciety extensive tables of his observations on lati- 
tude, longitude, variation, and meteorology.* The 

* Pbilmophieal TntuMtlmi, voL zncviiL, p. 1ST; vd 
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Other puliciilars we mnst glean TitMa the diumtr 
aioDs of Dobbs and of otheis who ranked as hie op- 
ponents. It appears that he proceeded directly up 
the Welcome, till, reaching latitude 65^, he Uirned 
e bold headland, and found himself in a deep sonnd 
or bay, which he termed the Wager, erroneously 
applying to it the word river. He aacended it fifty 
or sixty miles, but without finding any large open- 
ing or tide from the westward ; and two smaller 
sounds. Deer and Savage, were also ezamiaed with 
as little success. Tbe search in this channel was 
then given up, and returning to the open Welcome, 
he again steered northwa^. A fair promontory, 
bending to the northwest, excited the most sanguine 
feeling^, and was called Cape Hope ; but in lest 



he gave the name of Hepuke, he turned to the east- 
ward,wherehe was soon arrested by what he lermB 
the Frozen Strait, barred by ice from side to side, 
fiy a survey made from a high itiountain, it appear- 
ed not less thou sixteen or eighteen leagues in 
length, by six or seven in breadth, filled with shoaU 
and islands of various size, joined together by large 
masses of ice. A strong tide ran through it, but 
this he conceived was only that which entered by 
Hudson's Straits, and found its way hither by a cir- 
cuitous channel. 

Upon these grounds Middleton pronounced that 
there cojild be no passage, or, at best, a very narrow 
one, blocked up almost the whole year with ice. 
Dobbs, however, was most reluctant to acquiesce in 
this conclusion, and his suspicions were kindled 
into a flame by comraunicationa from the surgeon 
and clerk of the ship, who undertook to show him 
" the discoverer's pranks." On their authority, 

i'oined to that of others, he arraigned the captain as 
aving received a bribe of £6000 from the compa- 
ny, and of going to seek the passage with a OxMl 
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iwolntiaa not to fiod it. These cbaigea wen «w 
found«di for Middleton's conclusioiu wore in ilia 
maia confirmed by Sir W. £. Parry, though he 
■bowed, p«rbiips, somewhat too peremptory an aa> 
sarance and impatience of contradiction. Howsr- 
er, Dobbs succeeded in perHaading tbe public, and 
kindling in the Parliament and nation an enthustaam 
hitherto unparatleied. A committee of leading pur- 
■ons tindertook to raise £10,000 in Bhares of £100 
each. The legislature, sharing the general zeal, 
TOtedtothe subecribers arewara of £90,000 incase 
of their object being attained. The captains were 
to receire £600, the mates £300 each. 

The necessary funds being thus provided, two 
tbipB were buili, the Dobba of ISO, and the Califor- 
nia of 140 tons, placed respectively under Ca[riains 
Moor and Smith. Mr. Ellis went as the agent of 
the committee, to make draughts and obserTationa, 
uid to give advice as to the general course. To hint 
we are indebted for tbe best account of the voyage, 
includiag important remarks on the country ana 
climate. The Wager Inlet was pointed out in their 
instructions as the most hopeful quarter, being de- 
sired to push boldly through it, and after passing the 
Barrow part and getting into the open sea, to steer 
MUthwest, when, if they met an opposing flood-tide, 
tbey might be sure of having passed the moat nor- 
therly cape of Ainertca. Tbey were dien to direct 
their course into a worm latitude, if possible as low 
' M 40O, and there take op their winter quarters.* 

Oa the 90th May, 174S, the vesseli sailed Ihun 
GrareaeDd, and on the 6th Jane were in Kirkw^ 
Bay. On the Slst, four days alter clearing the Oik- 
neys, there arose a dreadful alarm from fire having 
broken out in the cabin of one of them near the 
powder magazine. This, it is obeervod, gave oc- 

■ Ellli'iyoTWatoHDdK)ii'iBar(8*o,Laiidoa,lT48),p.lOC 
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euioo to all ihe miotleB of sea eloqtniDce, ciyiDg, 
■«eMing,][»aymg, BcoMmK; yet, amid this clamour, 
the proper measures were taken, and tbe ship and 
Lves weie Bared. On proceeding westward, they 
were first surprised by the great qoantity of drilU 
irood, next by the lofty islands of ice ; and the ap- 
proach to these last was announced by severe cold, 
and by fogs so low that they someiimee led the 
masthead clear. On the eih July they entered the 
■traits by Resolution Island, and were soon among 
the Sava^ group, where they met a parly of Esqui- 
maux, of whom B description is given closely cor- 
responding to that of Roes and Parry. A briric 
traffic was immediately commenced, which is ad- 
mitted to hare been rery proBtsble, the other party 
•tripping themselves almost naked in order to find 
materials. Tbe season was extremely unfavour- 
able, and two of the company's ships had been lost 
upon the ice; hence it was the 19th August when 
they reached Marble Island, and the weather was 
then BO rigorous that they determined to make no 
attempts that year, but to winter in Nelson River. 
On thia coaat they were struck with the prodigious 
height of the hills, the sides of which were rent and 
shattered into deep caverns. The streams flowing 
ftom the rocks were red and green, from the im- 
pregnation of copper and other minerals. Their 
voyage southward was incommoded by blustering 
snow, sleet, and fogs.* 

On reaching tbe vicinity of York Fort on Nelson 
River, the expedition were much disappointed at 
being received br the governor in a manner ex- 
tremely rude ana unfriendly. He declared that, 
having received no instructions on the subject, either 
Trom the company or Ihe government, he must d»- 
cline giving them any aid; in fact, he obstructed 
t^ir views in every possible way. Circnmsiancwi 

• E1U>, p. iso-lCT. 
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howerer, having pimced ttaBm under the neceudtj 
of pio*idinBfor themselveB, with or without hiscon- 
carrence, Uiey began to prepare a mansion, which 
ttiej named Montague House, twenty-eight feet 
long, eighteen broad, and containing two stories six 
or seven feet higb. By the beginning of NovembM 
the cold became inteqsej Hayes River was com- 
pletely frozen over; and their bottled heer, though 
wrapped in tow and kept near a good fire, became 
•olid. Nevertheless, fortified with a beaver rob* 
reaching to the heels, two or three pairs of blanket 
socks, and shoes of moose or elk skin, they were 
able to bear its utmost severity. They now bestirred 
themselves to procure a supply of food for winter. 
The game were chiefly hares and rabbits, for whidi 
■narea of wire were found very useful, not oulj 
taking the animal, but protecting it against beasts 
of prey ; and whatever they caught was preserved 
by the colJ perfectly sound till April. After Christ- 
mas the frost reached its utmost intensity. They 
made a fireplace six feet long, and threw on it at 
once a horseload of wood; yet, though those close to 
it perspired, the ceilings ahd walls were frozen. In 
the morning, the part of the bedclothes which 
touched the walls adhered to them, and the breath 
covered the blankets with hoarfrost. When a door 
was opened, the stream of cold vapour rushing into 
. the room was converted into snow. Spirits under 
proof, becoming perfectly solid, broke the contatninr 
vessels ; and this mass, when melted, was found 
mere water. The whole strength was concentrated 
in a small portion, which, however, on being prop- 
erly diluted, was found quite palatable. Spirits of 
vine assumed the consistence of oil. A man grasp- 
ing an iron ring had his hand made fast to it; a 
glass containing brandy was on several occasions 
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cott, conld not be extricated without ■ put baUf 
•evered," 

Two cuke of braady were allowed to the sailon 
at Chmtmas, which was celebrated with their naaal 
wild and thongfatleeB revelrj. To this, though per- 
haps without sufficient reason, Ellis impute* the ap- 
pearance apeedily after of the scurry, under its most 
malignuit form; and by the middle of Febraarp it 
had carried off three of their number. The real 
nature of thia dreadful disease, and the powerful 
effect of vegetable acids in its prevention and Cure, 
were still almost unknown. Tar-water was the 
only remedy from which they observed any good 
eSects ; yet they teamed that, by the use of spruce- 
beer, the residents in the fort preserved perfect 
health, and had not buried a man in seven years. 
The settlers continued throughout estranged and 
hostile towards the exploring party, and endeav- 
oured to prevent communication between them and 
the Indians. Ellis, however, contrived to see a 
good deal of this people. They appeared to bim 
honest, happy rovers, (weferring their country to all 
otiiers under the sun. The attachment between 
parents and children is peculiarly strong, yet does 
not save the former, when infirm and unable to foi~ 
low the long wanderings of the tribe, from beii% 
formally put to death. The father is said to require 
of his oSapring this last office : " When they have 
dug his grave, he goes into it, converses and amokea 
for some time, drinks pertaapa a dram or two, and 
intimates that he is ready. Two of them then take 
a thong, which they put round his neck, and draw 
it on opposite aides till be dies by strangulation, 
when they cover the body with earth, and «:ect over 
it a kind of rode monament."t 

The spring seems to have aj^troached eailier tbaa 

« Ellis, p. 160-ieO. t Ibid., p. latHBA 
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In Jutes'* more soatherty atation, Tor about tbe mid- 
dle of Febru&Tv the weather became changeable, 
with oecaaiODal thaw. la March it was very io- 
eonatant, aod much water was formed, insomnch 
Qtat the; began to dread one of those floods which 
•ometimes soddenly break up the ice, roll along, and 
bear down eTerything that opposes their fary. Such 
t tempest might have loosened the ships from their 
moorings, and occasioned much damage ; they es- 
G^wd it, however, as the ice melted imperceptibly 
away. On the 16th May, the frozen surface of 
Hayes River bunt, and floated gently down ; on the 
S9th, by the aid of a high tide, they worked to the 
mouth of the creek; and on the 3d June, with great 
labour, made their way into the open sea. Steering 
northward towards the Welcome, they discovered, 
in lat. 64°, Chesterfield Inlet. From a breadth of 
three or four leagues at the entrance, it increas- 
ed to six or seven, and continued to be consider- 
fitde ; hut the water becoming fresher and shallower, 
ptoved it to be a mere inlet. They then returned 
to tbe open Welcome, and about the middle of July 
began tiieir examination of the Wuger, the entrance 
of which was about five miles broad ; but the tide 
ran through it like a sluice, at the rale of nine miles 
an hour; and the water boiled, raged, and foamed 
with extraordinary violence. After passing Savage 
Sound, however, they found it broader, and pro- 
ceeded more easily. On the evening of the 3l8t 
they heard a tremendous noiae, but from a quarter 
too distant to be then reached. The surrounding 
scene was most striking, huge cliffs hanging over 
head, while waterfalls, dashing from rock to rock, 
formed icicles in rows like the pipes of a great 
organ; and huge fragments, detached from the 
mountain-tops by the expansive power of frost, lay 
scattered around. In the morning, the app^ling 
sound was traced to one stupendous fall, sixty yards 
broad. Above was a rocky stnit,- only nang^Ie 
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for th« bo«t Bt high tide ; the bottom could not b« 
reached by a line of HO fathome ; and, though the 
water on uie surface was fresh, a boitle let down to 
a certain depth brought it up salt. On the 3d Au- 
gust, at nightfall, the strait became shallow; and in 
the morning it was seen to end in two small un- 
navigable rivers, one from a lake in the southwest. 
It was thua fully ascertained that the Wager afford^ 
no hope of a western passage.* 

On ibeir return into the open sea varions opin- 
ions were agitated. One party, whom Ellis, accord- 
ing to his own declaration, strongly supported, r«< 
marked that the tide from the north was greatly 
the strongest in the Welcome, and was much more 
likely to come from the Arctic Sea than by the cir- 
cuitous route supposed by Middleton. They prop«^ 
eed.tberefore, (bat the Dobbs should thoroughly ex- 
imine Repulse Bay, while the California diligently 
curreyed the adjacent coasts. This proposal was 
rejected by the majority, who, as he suspeecs, had 
become tired of labour and hardship, and impatient 
to return home. They agreed, indeed, to make » 
search as they passed round Carey's Swaa's Nest, 
ft most unpromising quarter; yet, when they came 
there, a council being called, the definitive resolu- 
tion was formed to bear away for England, when 
they arrived on the 14th October. We can find no 
record of the manner in which the disappointment 
of high-raised hopes was received, either by Mr. 
Dobbi or the public. It certainly appears that no 
attempt was made lo achieve what the present ex- 
pedition had failed in; theinterestoftbe public was 
cooled ; and the search after a northwest paisage 
was for a considerable time suspended. 

An interestinf account of this climate and conntiT' 
was r^Kirted to the Royal Society in 1770 1^ BIr. 

■ EHii, p. 3CS-20e, IBO-SSS. 
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Winain.Wdea, a man of science amt thithflr to 
m^« astronomical obkerrations. Having Bailed 
frooB England in Ibe end of Hajr, 1706, he came oa 
Hh July abreast of Cape Farewell. Here ha was 
Mtonished by the masses of driftwood, and then by 
tbeviewof an island of ice as high as the, main-top- 
Baat, its aides and summit adorned with spires* and 
the whole indenied in the roost singular mannet. 
When surrounded by these and the ripplingi whicb 
A*y caused, while a strong ^le besaa to tda« the 
T«s«el among them, it was imposeible for him to 
avoid a painful seose of danger. On the 93d, bav- 
JBg paued Rnolutioa Island, he entered the amuts. 
The northeni shore is described as strikingly con- 
posed of very lolly naked clifh, not now covered 
with snow, but with aumeroua torrenta dasking fo- 
liously down their aides. Icebergs still abounded, 
both within and at the entrance ; but be could not 
think with Middleton that ihey came from Green- 
bod, or remained unmelted for yean. They ap- 
Mared to him produced on the wild c 



CT 



. . and being chiefly frozen anow, a eingle saa^- 
_ a would be sufficient to dissolve them. He nukes 
the remaA, aince fully confirmed, that ice, after the 
sea-water has been washed <dt, is entirely fresh, 
the salt having been thrown out in the process n 
freezing. He met parties of Esquimaux, whose 
dreas and habits he describes exactly as Lyon and 
Parry have done. " Some," he observes, " call them 
treacheroos, cruel, fawning, and suspicious ; if thef 
teally deserve that character, they are the most 
complete hypocrites that nature ever formed." 
They appeared to him open, generous, and unsua- 
peciing; liable indeed to fits of passion, but soon 
reconciled. Judging of them by their implements, 
be thought them excelled by few people in a geniu* 
for the arts.* 

• PhikMophietl Tnuutetiom, toL ix, p. lOS-llL 
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/ Wales landed and spent the winter at GhorcbiO 
Fort, then the chief settlement. He could not di»- 
cover an acre fit for cultivation in the whole coun- 
try around, which consisted of bare rocks, looM 
gravel, and marehes, the latter producing a long 
grass which was cut for the cattle. Fir-trees alone 
grew to any size ; the others were mere bushes, 
yielding, however, delicate berries. Angnst he 
describes as the height of the amail-bird season, 
when young geese, ducks, curlews, axvA ploven 
abounded. In September, the first of these passed 
to the southward in large flights, and many were 
caught. October brought partridges and rabbits, 
chiefly in the upper couutry, to which a party went 
out, lodged in tents of deer-skin, and brought in a 
large supply. By the 6th November the river waa 
frozen over, and a glass of brandy in the observatory 
became solid. When, however, a small vial was 
sealed up, by the cork being covered with water, 
which instantly froze, this spirit continued liquid 
during the whole winter. The air was now sitent 
and void, or only relieved by the occasional flight of 
a solitary crow. As in other instances, the bedding 
was frozen to the boards, and they could scarcelT 
sleep an hour for the cracking of the beams through 
the expansive power of frost. From the samo 
agency, reports were often heard among the rocks 
as of numerous heavy cannon flred together, and 

giliaters were thrown to an amazing distance.* 
y his meteorological table, it appears that die 
greatest fall of the ibermoRieter occurred in Janu- 
ary, when it was 45° minu», or 77° below the freez. 
ing point ; it was, however, seldom lower than 90^ 
mima. There was a constant haze on the horizon, 
Knd, when the sun rose, two long streams of red 
light ascended with him. These were then in- 
flected towards each other and met, forming a ptl> 
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Inlion, whidi Men«d to have its aoorce in two 
other parfaeiia. In winter) when the solar orb nerer 
emorged from the miat, these three luminoua arches 
went all round Uie horiion. 

Aboni the middle of March the thaw was sensibly 
felt; OB the sad April the ground began to appear; 
" — ' -■ ' ■ - ■ flritrain. Towarda 
e spnag-gooat Season 



sod yielded an abunduice of fine salmon, with tbo 
Micate small fish named capelin. July afforded 
ladiebes, lettuce, and turnip- tope, the latter of which 
they used for greens. He met a good many Indiana, 
and was, on the whole, much pleased with ibem. Ha 
■dmits that they are revengeful, though Che most 
bonest creatures he ever saw; kind and friendly to 
each other and to Europeans; ignorant, but cleTor 
St repartee. He sailed on the 3d September, and 
bi passing through the straits observed few islanda 
di ice, and none in the Atlantic ; whence he derived 
\ cenfitmation of his opinion as to the speedy melt- 
ing of those singular masses.* 

The company soon after became ezpoeed, from 
t new qusrter, to a very formidable rivalry. While 
Canada was under French dominion, the fur-trade, 
as already observed, bad beencarried on from thenco 
with considerable spirit by a class of adventuren 
called the crmrtitri du boa ; who, having pnsbod 
ibeir excursions far into the interior, had come into 
partial collisiou with the company's servants. Thia, 
nowever, from the limited extent of transaciions oa 
both udes, was not very serious ; and the conquest 
of Canada in 17&B put a period for some time evea 
to this competition. Bat similar operations were 
wen oommenced by » number of pwaons, l»iB^ 
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IMUy from the Hi^inds of ScoUmd, whose bardjr 
«nd sdventorom h»bits were well sailed to toA 
ponutta, and who, after acting some time in their 
udiTidual capacity, threw their stocks together, 
and in 1 1783, 4 formed the Northwest Pur Oom- 
puiy. This body became very prosperous; and, 
from their ceQtntl establiBhment at Montreal, ex- 
tended operations to the remotest qnartera «f 
America. Their capital, amounting in 1786 ts 
X40,000, had, before 170S, increased threefold, and 
prolnbly was afterward much farther enlarged.* 

The best account of the way in which tUs ttad* 
was managed, and of the mode of life led by the - 
company's agents, is that given by Daniel Wil- 
liams Harmon, a citizen of the United States, who 
served them many years as a clerk, and afterward 
became a partner. On the SOth April, 1800, he aet 
sail from La Chine with a squadron of thirty cm< 
Does, divided into three brigades, to each of which 
one or more pilots were attached. These bariia 
were steered by Canadisn TOysgenn, the moiC 
skilful in the world for guiding a boat through th* 
many perilous rapids. Like sailors in tropical 
seas, they had certain stations, where they claim- 
ed the right of dacking every new pasaeager, niw 
less, to their great satisfaction, he chose to pur- 
chase exemption by giving a few bottles of siHritB. 
Harmon, hsvingembnced this alternative, witnea*- 
ed a complete trngfatening of the doleful aspect 
worn at parting from their relatives. At tbeae 
rapids it was rather alarminf to see the mimemia 
crosses erected for persons who bad been drown- 
ed ; at one station there were fourteen, at SDOtber 
ttirty. It was the 13th June before they reached 
the £rand Portage on Lake Superior, IBOO miles 
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sboTO Montreal ; and here they formd a fbrtifled 
«nclosnre, coataining a number of woodeo tene- 
meaU, surrounded by palisades. A. geuerat meet- 
ing was held at this season of the proprietors and 
clerks Troni the interior, bringing the produce of 
tiietr annual trade, and receiving articles wherewith 
to renew it. The occasion was celebrated witb 
much minh and a grand ball, at which the ladiet 
behaved with greater propriety than our author ex- 
pected, though it is admitted that during the festiv- 
ity a drunken squaw stabbed her husband, who died 
in a few minutes. 

Mr. Harmon proceeded to Lake Wianipeg, and 
expected to have gone on to the Saskatchawan ; 
bnt a new post was formed on Swan River, of 
which he was appointed to take charge. He bad 
here an earnest of future hardships, by spending a 
day, the first lime in his life, without bread. Having 
received a pious education, he was ecandatized at 
seeing no observance whatever of Sunday ; (he peo- 

SB carrying on business, playing at cards, and fol- 
wing other sports exactly as on other days. On 
remonstrating, he received for answer that there 
could be no Sabbath in the northwest country. He 
observes, at the same time, that though emergenciea 
might occur, from the natives coming in, to render 
some traffic inevitable, there was, in general, no ob- 
stacle to its being spent in a strictly rehgious man- 
ner. In fact, he found leisure to read the Bible and 
other religious books more carefully than he had 
ever done before.* We believe there has been 
much amendment in this respect ; and, before the 
aothor leA the country, several of his friends had 
concnrred with him in adopting the most seriona 
▼lews of religion. 

11 Uumoa (Sto, Andom, Ut^Md 
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Ur. Harnuxi draws a jHctare, sMinioigtr with 
paiDful truth, of the excesses Uien coramitted bf 
the natives, owing to the piactice of mslung spirits 
t leading article of traffic " To see a house fidl 
of druakea Indians, consisting of men, women, and 
children, is a most unpleaaaat sight; for in Uiat 
cooditioa the)' often wrangle, pull each othar bjr 
the hair, and fight. At aome times ten or twelvs 
of both sexes ma; be seen fighljog each other pr(^ 
tniscuonslf , until at last they ^ fall on the toor, 
on« upon aaothcr, some spilling lum out of ft amall 
kettle or dish which they hold in their bands, while 
others are throwing up what they hare just drunk. ' 
to add to this uproar, a oumbei of cbiMran, somo 
(Ht their mothers' shoulders, and othm numing 
about nod taking hold of their clothes, ai« con- 
stantly bawling, the older ones through feu that 
their parents may be stabbed, or that some other 
misfortune may befsU them in the fray." On the 
arrival of a large party tbere usually commeiiced 
a ball (or, as Iw says, rather iai»t), conaisttnc in 
mock fights, loud shrieks, and cries, emiiinned in 
most cases till three fourths were nnaU* to stand. 
It was commonly closed by a succession of Aght% 
when serious outrages were committed, of wtuok 
the perpetrators in their sober moments iHtlerly 
repeated. On one of these occasiooa, an Indian 
strongly attached to Mr. Harmon stabbed him with 
a knife, which penetrated through hia cloth«i. 
Next dav he cri^ bitterly at haring nearly killed 
"hia father," whom he reproached for not having 
tied him on seeing he had loat his senses. IIm 
dread of such incidents, as well as the clamonr, 
rendered it imposaible, while these scenes Ualed, 
for the company's servants to shot iheir ejres; 
and someiimes aAer passing one sleejdesa night, 
the arrival of another party exposed them to a 
aimilar inconvenience. We ahail hereafter have 
occasion to obterTC, that, under the management of 
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die existiDK company, an entire stop has been pnt 
to these pemici<taa excessea," 

Mr. Harmon describes with much feeling the ex- 
tremities to which he and his companions were 
often reduced, owing to the uncertainty of the 
means whereby food was conveyed to them. On 
the borders of lakes and rivers fish afforded a re- 
source ; yet ice and other causes rendered it preca- 
rious, and they were sometimes glad to collect again 
those which had been thrown away and were al- 
most putrid. On the prairies, the buffalo presented 
an excellent, and the moose-deer a delicious food; 
sod there one or two Indians were usually engaged 
to hunt for them ; but these wayward purveyors 
were hsble to superstitious impressions, which 
often paralyzed their exertions. One, on whom 
their main dependence rested, conceived the ide^ 
that the bad spirit had determined to kill him, and 
for that purpose watched continually at the door of 
hia cabin, out of which nothing coutd induce him to 

. stir. Another individual complained that, when he 
wsa rushing against a deer or bnffalo, the malignant 
demon raised such a cry behind him that he durst 
not proceed. Mr. Harmon, thus threatened with 
■tarvaiioni thought some aniftce excusable. He 
wrapped a smalt portion of drugs in a paper, and 
desired him, when he heard this dreadful sound, to 
throw it over hia shoulder without looking .back, 
when it would fall into the month of the bad spirit, 
and that then he himself should dart upon his prey. 
The hunter returned quite deUghted with the charm, 

' which had fully sacceeded, and brought with him 
a fine fat moose. Still, on repeated occasions, oar 
uithor found famloe staring him in the face ; and 
boiled beaver-skins were sometimes hia only re- 
source. At one time he was reduced to rose-buds; 
but that elegant diet, besides being very unsavonry, 

• HumoD,p.ee,7I,n,9E,n, 100,118,llfl,US; 
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waSi in respect to nutriment, so little better than 
nothing as scsrcely to support existence. '8oin» 
timea, amid tbe most eitreme want, the arriral of a 
moose or a buffalo placed bim in luxurious plenty. 
The nativea, who had not the same reaources, were 
not unfrequently, in the depth of severe winters, re- 
duced to tbe most fatal eztremitieB; and cannibil- 
ism, to which they do not seem to have been im- 
pelled by ferocity, was then too often resorted to. 
The author saw a woman who was said to have 
partaken, in tbe course of one winter, of the bonlies 
of fourteen of her kindred.* 

The Indian tribes who wandered over tbe wide 
prairies adjacent to our author's station were chiefly 
those who bear tbe names of Crees and Assine- 
baines> From the great abundance of game ttiey 
derived an easy su^istence, and are described as 
an extremely nappy and contented race. Tbey 
were, in general) disposed to be friendly with the 
company's servants, from whose trade they derived 
grea; advantages. To their loss, it is true, they 
were supplied with ardent spirits ; but tbey aUo ob- 
tained guns, powder, axes, and other implements of 
iron, without which, having quite disused the bow 
and arrow, they could scarcelv have subsisted. 
They had, through the same channel, acquired a 
breed of horses, which had multiplied to such a de- 

free as to be in the possession of almost every in- 
ividual, and to have become an article of trade. 
They never sold one, however, without regret, and 
on such occasions the ov^ner was heard whispering 
apologies to the animal, that necessity had compell- 
ed this parting, but not to be cast down, as the first 
opportunity would be taken of stealing him back ; a 
promise which, without strict watch on the part of 
the purchaser, was punctually fulfilled. When Mr. 
Harmon visited one of theii camps, he wm almoet 

• iiH)Bin,p.a«,H,H,ge,iio,irr. 
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■aoc«BBi*«)y to tixot M*en entntainnients. 
than WIS Blways BOOMtlutig periloire in this inti- 
■MCT. Not OHj in tfa«ir druaken fits was lif« n- 
pmtedtythraftteDedsDdsUempted.but as, in a case 
of soppoBod injorj, tiie vet^eance was directed 
slfke against tiie peipetratorand his friends, ihe lat- 
ter were often stmck bf an unpremeditated blow. 
Oar andior tewned once Ifaat every arrangement 
bad bees m«Se to kill him by an Indian who sup- 
powd biOMelf wronged by one of his intimate ac- 
qnahrtaDces ; and he was only saved by the bonoar- 
Wto (Mings of aootber who had received him as a 
neat. Soow painAil iDBtances were observed of 
Ewopean chikn«n, carried olf or len in infkncyT 
Who nad bem so completely uained in the customs 
of aavsKe life that they conld not by «iy means be 
ncalled to civilized habits.* 

Mr. Harmon, who seenie to have commanded the 
conUence of his employera, was latterly transfer- 
nd to 90010 of their remoter stations. In ISOB he 
orossed Ao Portage la Loche, or the ridge whicb 
dividea the two great river-systems ; and, lilie sub- 
■nqneirt travellers, he conaidered the view thence 
of the C^ear-water Yslley the most enchanting he 
had over beheld. After visiting Fort Chipewyan, 
the centre of all the transnctions in the Athabasca 
region, he proceeded up the Peace River to Port 



asr.xttd Stnut,on their vnj to and from the estab- 
IMimenta lately fomed hj the company in New 
Oaledonia, on the weotevn side of the Rocky Mount- 
tiu ; Bod be himeelf, in 1810, went to apead some 
Urn* io that distiict He was struck by the great 
Mght of those motBtuns, exceeding any he had 
•Mr Man, nd atoo with Uie iramerDus «treain* 

• E»tna^f «t> 10, n, HI, 111, m, ua, 141, an. 
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Which, earning from tbeir fartlier tide ttantifh a 
Bingle nanow pjas, unite to form the Peace River, 
wbereby their water* are conveyed to the Nurthem 
Ocean. Nor was it ti1t he was quite on the oppo- 
site declivity that he found any flowing towards the 
PaciHc. He was employed at several fortasituated 
on lai^e lakes in that wild country. The Indian 
people in the neighbourhood, named Carriers, com- 
bined with the general character of ihe North Amer- 
lean savage some peculiar features. They were 
yet in a happy ignorance of ardent spirits ; though 
curiosity, it is said, led a number of them, on a great 
festival day, to see the Canadians get drunk. Tbi« 
■nortifying scene they conteraplaied with great at- 
tenlioB ; but when the state of complete inebriation 
arrived, they were frightened, and ran to hid« thMO' 
■elves in corners. Seeing afterward those who bad 
made the greatest noise fall perfectly still, ibtff 
imagined that they had reco*et«d their seneeB, and 
become ashamed of their extravagance. For some 
time they would not believe that the Enghsh had 
fathers or mothers, bat supposed them to have come 
down from the sun or moon. They still viewed 
them as possessing supernatural powers, and when 
about to depart on a hunting eicursion, would come 
and make large offers on condition of good weatber 
beine secured during their adventure. They ima- 
gined that Europeans, by merely looking in their 
books, could cure a sick person, though at a great 
distance, and often made earnest applications to this 
effect. Nothing astonished them more than the 
movements of a watch and their correspondence to 
those of the sun, wblch they could account for only 
by its being part of that great luminary, or, at least, 
in intimate communication with it They had not 
the grave and serious character observed in those 
on the other aide of the mountains, but, when they 
came to the forts, kept up a perpetual chatlcring ; 
and, notwithstanding their desire to pleaae the 
VOL.U.— 8 
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whitM. DOUiiDg wu more diffienlt thaa to cfae^ 
tfaeir tongueB any considerabte tiroe. Tbeir raga 
for play Memed to exceed even tlie unsl Bavage 
bounds, bo that tbey would make a boaat of baving 
lost all they had, and being ot)tiged to cut off part 
of their dothea, and even to atrip themselveB naked. 
The attachmeat between husband and wife was vei^ 
strong, and a man has been known to commit sui* 
cide on the death of his partner. In this oonnezioa 
strict fidelity was exacted, but to the nnmarried fe- 
males a culpable license was allowed. Their only 
domestic animals were large dogs, which were em- 
]rfoyed in carrying burdens, and were the objects ot 
great regard, being often called their children, and 
after death lamented in a manner somewhat cor- 
responding. Their chief diet is aalmon, whieh 
swarm in the western riTera, and during the season 
afford them food in abundance.* 

In 1619, Mr. Harmon, after having resided eight 
years on the western side of the Rocky Mountains, 
returned and spent some time at his native place. 
He afterward reaumed his occupations iit the fur- 
trade, but left his jonmal, which his friend Hr. Has- 
kel of Burlington prepared for the {h-Ass. 

■ Hsnani, p. 189, 170, ITS, 191, IBS, 197, 380, 293, 39S, 33L 
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CHAPTER Vm. 

BadtoiCt Bag Ttrrilory : Recent Diteovtry ntd Prt»- 



HodaoD'a Btr Compunr. — Urachal Great Sltre Lile.— Ui*- 
corca tbt Thtaw-ae^iHih. — Wioten m tbe LMke.—VojMge 
down Ihe Rit«r.— Anetlad br lee.— Hii RMuiTL~.Suc»«tnt 



that Bod J. — It* ConslituliDn and HuiagMnent.— Indian tribe* 
wjtfaia ill JurisdietioD. — Taluible fhned Animal*, BnTar, 
Hutin, Fax, Otter, Ac— Hodei of eatebit^ Ibeni,— Prind- 
pd Stationi.— York Fort— UDOM.—lloi]tnal.— Fort V*i» 
caaier.— CluDu of the AiMrieait*.— S«itlMiwiit oa the Bed 
BiTet. — Import of Fur*. 

It behooves w to notit» thoae more recent woj- 
sgea of diBcovery which, though ondeilaken with a 
view to the northwest paasage. lutve had for their 
chief result the exploration of the bonnduies uid 
remote geographicel features of British America. 
The way had been prepared through inland expedi- 
tions by the two rival companies. In 1771, Samu> 
el Hesrae, employed by that of Hudson's Bay, de- 
scended the Coppermine River, and found it termi- 
nating in an unknown part of the Arctic Ocean. In 
1769, Sir Alexander Mackenzie, one of the partners 
of the Northwest Fur Company, went down the lar- 
ger stream which bears hie name, and made obser- 
vations which left Uttle doubt of its opening into 
another portion of the same expanse. That enter- 

gising gentleman also penetrated in 1793 across the 
ocky Mountains, ana reached the coast of the 
Facilu. 
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llMae obserrfttions were aufficient to ramova tlM 
iiiiIH«Bsian nhich at one time prevailed, ttau Amer- 
ica presented an unbroken continent stretching to- 
wards the pole ; and tbe proofs of an ocean bound- 
ing it at no very hi^ latitude, gave again soma 
prolMbility to th« existence of a passage to India 
by thia iwM. Tbe Britisb government, therefore, 
after the close of the European war in 1BI6, enga- 
fed in a aeries of spirited attempts which had this 
object in view. Captain Parry Buccesaftilly pene- 
trated into the Polar Sea, and discovered a range 
of la^e islands, to the south of which were exten* 
•ivea coasts, of which he could not perceive the 
boundary. Captain Rosa, ia an adventurous voy- 
age fitted out by himself and his friends, aacertain- 
00 that these coaats belonged to a large peninsula 
named by him Boothia, anif which termiuatea to the 
aouth in a narrow isthmus, connecting it apparent- 
ly with the continent, thoufch there has aince ap- 
peared room to suspect that the whole may com- 
pose one large island. Captain Party, in another 
▼Oyage, eiplored the northern ahorea of Hudson's 
Bay, and discovered the strait of the Fury and Hec- 
la, leading thence into the Arctic Ocean. Mean- 
time, Captain Franklin and Dr. Richardson, in two 
land journeys checkered by interesting events, ex- 
amined a large extent of the northem coaai, inclu- 
ding the whole of that between the Coppermine and 
Hackenaie Rivers, with a considerable space eaat 
of the former and west of the latter. Captain 
Beechey, from Behrins's Straits, approached to 
within 160 miles of Franklin's most westerly point. 
These expeditions and discoveries were ctiiefly 
made along the remoter limits of British America, 
and have been fully narrated in former volumes of 
this series.* 



dupMc iT. (Hupan' Family Litanj). 



BICBHT msCOTIBT AMD ?RHKNT ITATI. 209 

Out of these expeditions arose another, conducted 
hj Captaio Back, which issued in the discovery of 
t,a extensive Inland tract, watered by a large river 
and numerous takes. Aa this is more iniimately 
connected with our present subject, and has not 



been touched upon in any of our farmer volumes, 
a fuller detail oi its results may be gratifyiog to the 
reader, and necessary to complete bis knoffledge 



of British America. 

Captain Ross sailed in the anmmer of 1839, on 
the enterprise to which we have alluded, stimulated 
l^ the hope of redeeming the error he hod oncv 
fallen into, and, with the aid of steam navigation, 
of completing the career of northwestern discovery. 
Four winters, however, elapsed without ony intelli- 
gence respecting him ; a circumstance which at onca 
alarmed his friends and excited the deepest sym- 
pathy in the public mind. Government having de- 
termined to expend nothing more on objects of dis- 
covery, declined al first to take any share in the 
matter; but, on further representation, and on per- 
ceiving that the feeling of the nation was strongly 
expressed. Lord Goderich announced a grant of 
£SODO, provided the balance of the expense, esti- 
mated at £3000, should be contributed from other 
■quarters. Acommittee was formed and a subscrip- 
tion opened, which at the first meeting amount- 
ed to jCSOO, and increased so rapidly as to leave no 
doubt of raising the necessary funds. Captain Back, 
greatly distinguished as the companion of Franklin 
snd Richardson, had volunteered to lead the expe- 
dition ; while Mr. Richard King engaged to act as 
Burgeon, as well as to make collections of natural 
history, and afford other assistance. The Hudson's 
Bay Company, whose governor and depuly-gorem- 
or were members of the committee, undertook to 
furnish gratuitous supplies, and every kind of local 
aid. 

The expedition, it was anang«d, shonld cwiairt or 
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two oScers Kod eighUea meni of whom two had 
gu'iMd experience under Sir John Pr&nklin ; the 
rest were to be selected from the inferior agenia of 
the company. The party were to proceed by New- 
York, Montreal, and the chain of large waters to 
Great Slave Lake. They were to establish winter- 
^DUters at its eastern extremity, from the vicinity 
of which a considerable river was kaown to rise, 
Mid to flow in a northeastern direction, so as prob»< 
Ur to reach the ocean near the quarter where Cap- 
tain Rosa and his psjty were imagined to remain in 
durance. It was supposed ihat before winter they 
ntight, in a light canoe, reach the sea, gain all pos- 
sible information, and form their plase for next aum- 
ner. They were then to push oirect for the point 
in Resent Inlet where the wreck of the Fury had 
been left, which Captain Robs had proposed ta 
visit, and avail himself of the abandoned stores. 
Should no trace of him be fonod, thejt were to 
March all the surroundiog shores, erecting signals 
to attract the wanderers, and direct them where re- 
lief would be found. Should this their primary ob- 
ject fail altogether, it was hoped they misht add to 
the stock of geographical knowledge, and perhaps, 
ty penetrating from the mouth of the river to CapA 
'uirnagain, explore a great part of the unknown 
coast."' 

The expedition sailed from Liverpool on the ITtli 
February, 1S33, and after a somewhat boisterana 



March. In that city the greatest anxiety was man- 
ifested to promote their object. The Hudson River 
Steamboat AsBociation proffered the use of their floe 
vessel the Ohio to convey them to Albany. At dM 
British consul's they met Messrs. Washington Ir- 

* Capliin Back's NimtiTc of the Aratie L*nd Eipeditiaa 
— ^ (■ntLMdsa.inq.pMlMUMiTChvtM. ■ 
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ving, AvduboD, Webster, uid other emineat meo, 
who ezpreased a deep iaierest in theii Buccess, and 
their departure was cheered by more than a thou- 
sand apeciators. They soon reached Albany, but 
Uieir journey thence was very tedious, In a large 
wagon, over a »ery indifferent road, a;id it was not 
till the 9lh April that they arrived at Montreal. 
Here, though kindly received ^ all the authorities, 
they met with some troubles. Two of tbe men from 
England showed a dispoMlion to shun the service, 
which Captain Back imputes to fears inspired by 
the very sympathy which they had excited ; but Mr. 
King thinlLS they had been treated too familiarly, 
and forgot their place. An attempt was made, by 
■ending them forward to a distant post, to retain 
their services ; still it was thought advisable, with 
Lord Aylmer's permission, to accept the offer of 
four soldiers as volunteers. Several Canadiaa voy- 

geurt were also engaged ; but Keith, agent for the , 
odson's Bay Company, counselled tbem to make 
the main selection from among the regular servants 
«t Norway House, where much hardier men would 
tM found. At the hotel where they lodged, a per- 
formance being given by the Bohemian Brothers, a 
Dumber of evergreens brought in to adorn the apaM- 
ment took fire, and tbe house was consumed so rap- 
idly that many of the audience were obliged to es- 
cape by the windows ; luckily, the baggage had been 
sent forward, but the only serviceable barometer 
was lost. 

On the S5th April they left Montreal and sailed 
up the Ottawa. Some friendly aid was afforded by 
the steam vessels ; but the numerous rapids caused 
detention, and tried the firmness of the young hands, 
two of whom deserted. Proceeding along a small 
- stream, they entered the Nipissing Lake, and thence 
bv the Riviere des Prani^ais descended into Lake 
Huron. Being detained by fogs and contrary winds, 
tey did not ruch tbe Sault Bt. Maria tiU tbe lUb 
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May. Here Mr. Bethnne, tlie companT^ flKCnt, in- 
formed them that the despatches sent to Mr. Simp- 
son, the resident governor, owing to the obstruction 
of the floating ice, had preceded them by only elev- 
en days ; an unfortunate circumstance, whence a 
difficulty was apprehended in maliiiig up their com- 
plement of men. Here provisioas for Ave weeks 
were laid iu, and many civilities, as well as some 
supplies, were received from the American com- 
mandant on the opposite side of the river. 

The part]r now sailed along the northern bank of 
Lake Superior, not without some risk from fogs and 
squalls. The rocky border, in many places above- 
1000 feet high, always afforded coves into which they 
could tun ; but they often sought to avoid a winding 
bay by steering directly from point to pnint, in the 
course of which they got some frights and duckings. 
On the 20(h, under a salute of six guns, they entered 
Fort Wiiliam, where Mr, M'lniosh, by Governor 
Simpson's direction, had prepared two excellent 
light canoes, which it was necessary to use instead 
Of large ones, in order to move along the narrow 
and obstructed rivers. The baggage and stores 
being nicely divided into pieces, and distributed as 
equuly as possible, they began to ascend the shal- 
low stream Kamenistiquoia, on which they aaw 
with astoaishmenC that stupendous fall which has 
been considered second only to Niagara. Having 
passed a portage over the dividing ridge, the Savan- 
nah conveyed them into Rainy Lake, whence they 
reached and crossed the Lake of the Woods, and 
then came to Fort Alexander, at the southern ex- 
tremis of Lake Winnipeg. Here Captain Back 
waited four days for Governor Simpson, who came 
on the lOth June, accompanied by. his lady, whoso 
affection had led her to share the hardships of a 
voyageur life and a northern winter. That gentle- 
man, with the intelligence and benevolence which 
-lark luB character, had made the most active prep> 
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kntians to promote the objects of the expedition. 
He himself was obliged by ill health to return to 
BnglBDd, but every tesource possessed by the com- 
pajiy W3S placed at their command. Pemmican, 
owing to a migration of the buffaloes, was unfor- 
tunately scarce, though orders had been sent to 
collect it along the whole line of route. He con- 
earred with 'Mr. Keith, that the beat place for ob- 
taining volunteer recruits was Norway House, by 
fauteniog to which they might intercept the different 
brigades of boats on their way to Hudson's Bay. 
Some difficulty was apprehended in inducing the 
men to engage; but Messrs. Cameron and Christie, 
chief factors, were to be intrusted with thia task, 
for which they were considered extremely well 
quaJified, and Mr. Charles, long employed on th« 
banks of the Slave Lake, was to give all the benefit 
of his local knowledge. Mr. Simpson sent also a 
letter addressed to four individuals of standing is 
the service, inviting any one of them to join and act 
under Captain Back, with the assurance of immedi^ 
ate promotion, as well as of an additional £100 « 
year while employed. 

Every desirable arrangement was thus made ; yet 
the impossibility of accomplishing the main object 
during the passmg season could not but be foreseen 
more fully than ever. Captain Back nevertheless 
wu most anxious to trace the course of the Great 
Fish River, so that he migl^ form precise plans for 
descending it next summer. He therefore pushed 
forward, and, reaching Norway House on the ITth 
June, found the officers of the company eager to 
render every service, though the men showed some 
backwardness, and were disposed at least to drive a 
bard bargain. Even when engaged, an insurmounta- 
ble obstacle arose from two of their wives. One, en- 
dowed with Amazonian powers, applied her fista 
with such perseverance to the ears of her husband, 
tbit he soon SHbmitted. Anoiber, an interesting girl 
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of seventeen, assailed her partner with such tender 
sobs and embraces, that she equally sained her ob- 
ject. Two being thus wanting, Hr. Kins was seat 
forward with the heavy equipments to Cumberland 
B, where the leader, in a light canoe, expected 



to overtake him. The rormer had a very hard voy- 
age, working his way through a succeBsion of litUe 
l^es and branches of rivers, and passing n~ 



portages, as well as innumerable rapids. He had 
received peremptory orders not to break upon the 

Srecious store of pemmican which was to be their 
ependance on the voya^, and to subsist the men 
solely by Ushing ; but this resource was so very de- 
flcient, that they suBered severe privation, and at 
one time had only the alternative of famine or o[ 
violating the solemn injunction. He bad no spirits ; 
and, though fully admiiting the dangers of iaiuU 
gence, he could not help thinking that an occasional 
dram would have cheered his people. He was d*- 
lighted, however, with much of the scenery, partic- 
ularly a reach of the river Missinnipp, boitlered by 
tmdulating hills and dense forests. Both Back and 
he were, like Harmon, enchanted at the view from 
the summit of the ridge, where it suddenly descends 
on the western side by a precipice of more than 
lOOO feet. For a space of tlurty-siz mjles, the 
Clear-water River was seen meandering through 
a plaincoveredwithluzuriant woods, and oiveisiBed 
hy two parallel ranges of hills. Having reached 
Fort Chipewyan on the Athabasca Lake, Mr. King, 
agreeably to his directions, descended the Great 
Slave River to Fort Resolution, which stands on the 
lake of that name. Here he found instructions and 
a guide to lead him to its easEem extremity, where 
a place had been fixed upon Tor the winter residence. 
He had to encounter a good deal of difficulty in tra- 
cing the winding course of this great sheet of water; 
but at length, from the top of a lofty rock, saw, 
amid the darit gieea falia^, the ftauework of a 
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bnflding', which he concludei] to be no other than 
Uiat which he sought. Accordingly, he was there 
welcomed hy CapLwn Back, who had already ar- 
rived. 

Thia officer in about a week completed his party, 
thou^ for that purpose he was obliged to accept 
the services of oue of the naiiToa." On the 8eih 
June he embarked with a motley group, composed 
of "an Eoglishman, a man from Stornoway, two 
Canadians, two metifs (or half-breeds), and three 
Iroquois Indiana. Babel, it was said, could not have 
produced a worse confusion of inharmonious sounds 
than the conversation they kept up." Nothing par- 
ticular occurred till, at tne Pine Portage, he met 
Messrs, Stuart and M'Leod, two of the gentlemen 
to whom he bore the' governor's invitation. It was 
the latter he most desired to join him, both as an 
intimate friend and as a person eminently ^ualilled 
for the service ; and, to his great satisfaction, Mr. 
M'lfSod, though in bad health, most cheerfully com- 
plied. 

At Fort Chipevryan, and still more at Fort Reso- 
lution, the most diligent inquiries were made of tho 
Indians as to a river communication with the sea. 
I^e general statement was, that from the eastern 
point of the lake there were two streams holding a 
coarse nearly parallel, one called Thlew-ee-choh, 
the other Teh-Ion. The first was both difficult and 
dangerous, broken by rapida, and passing through a 
y deatitnte of trees, shelter, and game ; wbilo 
her was of easy navigation, amid wooded 
tracts well slocked with animals. They were repre- 
sented, too, as faUing into the sea not far from each 
other. The Teh-Ion was therefore recommended 
as every way the more eligible ; yet Captain Back 
receiving, on the whole, the impression that it must 
flow outward into Chesterfield Inlet ; so that, w 

•BMk,clwp.a Kiiw-«M!i'ie,ia-t3T- 
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the more mg^d Thiew-ee-choh could alone be do- 
pended upon for leading into ihe Arctic Sea, be d*- 
termined to brave all its perils,* 

The question, however, still remained, where the 
river was and by what route to reacti it. Tlie only 
distinct light was gained from an Indian naawd 
Maufelly, who had been there in his youth, but 
now retained only very faint and wavering recolleo- 
tions- To his gtiidance, nevertheless, they were 
Obliged to tnist. In sailing along the northern shore, 
they passed an extensive range of very bold and 
perpendicular clifls; and on one of the loftiest of 
them was seated a majestic eagle, which, " unscared 
by our cries, reigned in solitary state the monanifa 
of the rocky wilderness." At length they suddeslf 
Opened on 2 small bay, at the bottom of which a 
splendid fall, upward of sixty feet high, rushed in 
two white and misty volumes into a dark gnlf bo- 
neath. The scene was of the most picturesque and 
romantic grandeur, and Maufelly declared that thu 
stream, namSd the Hoar-frost River, would lead 
them to the great one sought for. The captain, 
therefore, disregarding the significant looks of iaa 
companions, determined to ascend it ; and Hr. 
M'Leod now proceeded to the most eaiterly point 
of the lake, to rear a winter habitation for their re- 
ception. 

The ascent was attended with all the e 



over a slippery rugged steep, through trees koA t^- 
derwood. Aner passing two falls, they got her 
afloat and enjoyed a short resfnte; but two more 
soon occDrred. At length, alter clambering orer 
fallen trees, through rivulets and serosa swamps. 



r beneath. They had tbsn a dncMit m> 
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precipitous as lo be e¥en daoMrous. R^ds fol- 
lowing ia quick succession obUged them to be al- 
most constantly lighlening the canoe, and hauling 
it with a line ; and theii toil was rendered torment- 
ing by the atingB of innumerable BaDddiea and moe- 
chetoes. Temporary repose was at last found on 
the tranquil bosom of a small lake named Cook, 
connected with a streani barred by fifteen small 
zapids, all of which were cheerfully encountered, as 
the ladder to tlieir grand object. It opened iato a 
large lake named Walmsley ; but, alter an intricate 
navigation among numerous islands, they came to 
the end of it without finding any farther channel. 
Hanfelly announced a similar ana much larger ex< 
DMise, but was greatly puzzled how to reach it. 
Scouts, howererr being sent to different directions, 
discovered a chain of small detached lakes, which 
they became convmced would conduct to the one ia 
qnestion ; and, atartiog with the first dawn, they ear- 
ned the boat in one day over no fewer than fifteen 
portages. Next morning, after a continuance of 
similar labour, they found a small stream leading 
eastward, and after some perplexities mounted a 
hill, whence they had the satislaction of looking on 
a dear body of water, bounded only by the horizon. 
It was the northeasteni branch of a great lake, alter- 
ward named Artillery ; and they soon found them- 
oeivea in the channel of a river flowing in the wish- 
ed-for direction. After only four rapids, it opened 
into another lake atill more extensive, subsequently 
denoniltated Clinton-Colden. Coasting along its 
weatam shore, they were somewhat bewildered I7 
baya and ialanda, of which last many were so laiss 
that they were not unfrequently mistaken for the 
main land. The ^ipearance, however, of numerous 
aandhills, convinced Maufelly, from recollections 
'i*ttoh had survived the lapse of so man^ winlerh 
that they oould not now be far from the rise of the 
Thlew.ee-choh. The lake for aome distance near 
Vol. IL— T 
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tlw shore b^an lo be cnsMd witk thin ice ; wMIe 
tiie moachetoeB and flies, ibeir tormeniors, la;r l^e 
a black cover on its surface. Vet the mountainoHS 
aspect of the coast tended rather to discourage their 
hopes, till from a coaical hill they discovered an- 
other immense lake, which they named Ayimer, 
abounding in large islands and in bays from ten to 
fifteen mites deep. On the opposite side it had quite 
the appearance of an Inland sea; for, with the ex- 
ception of some dark spots pronounced to be ialeta, 
the horizon was compos ed-«ntirely of sky and wa- 
ter, eilded by the brilliant rays of a setting sun. 
Maufelly confidently predicted that in the vicinity 
of its banks would be. found the desired spot; and, 
though he atill groped in uncertainty, there was no 
choice but loconflaefn him. At length he descried 
some sandhills which had left traces in hih mem- 
ory ; and, after ascending one, hastened down, say- 
ing, that in an adjacent bay he had discovered a spot 
fixed in his earliest aasociationa as the scene of hia 
Ihther's exploits ; and that it contained the souroe 
of the Thlew-ee-choh. The canoe therefore being 
lodgedin the bay, a partywas sent forward to search 
for that stream. As their return was delayed. Cap- 
tain Back himself mounted one of the emineacea, 
and thought he perceived a ridge, at the bead of 
. which springs were rippling wtaic}i might contribute 
to form the river. The messengers at taai ajqiear- 
ed, with the happy asauraoce that these with othen 
gave rise to a small lake, out of which iaoned a 
current, which was doubtless the one sought for." 
The canoe was soon dragged over the height aod 
launched upon its bosom; and in descending its 
course for about twelve miles, it was found to spread 
into a large lake, and to receive two tribotariesi 
when there remained no doubt that, swelled by CMi- 
Unued accesaiona, it would spread into t uride liver. 

■ Ba^, duvtsi iv. - 
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Unfortmifttely, Uiere amwand no c«rWiit7&t to the 
poiat wbither it would lead them. But tbe season 
wu adr&oced ; a succession of rapids was before 
them; and blue mouniaiDS in the distance gave 
warning tbat others still more formidable mnst be 
encountered. It was therefore necessary to be 
conieuLwith what had been actufved, and to regain 
their winter quarters. They retraced their course 
with little difficulty along the chain of the gr«st 
lakes. At the end of that named Artillery was tbe 
river Ah-beldegsy, which led to their destination; 
but its navigation was so difficult, and theti bark so 
shattered, that they abandoned it and proceeded on 
ioou The path was extremely ragged, and at the 
highest part a scene appeared to which Captain 
Back had seen nothing in the Old World bearing 
any resemblance. It was not Alpine ; the eye wan- 
dered over endless lines of round-backed rocks, with 
their sides rent into the most eccentric forms, like 
ft stormy ocean suddenly petrified. The only ve- 
getation consisted of a few tawny and pale-greea 
Ucbens ; and the stems of mountain-pines scathed 
by lire presented a mournful aspect. They endured 
much fatigue, as well as torture from flies and mo»- 
chetoes, till they reached the end at the lake, and 
discovered the framewoA of the house which Hr. 
M'Leod had been employed in rearing." 

This mansion, completed by the 5th NovembeT, 
of wooden logs closely cemented with common cla^ 
and sand, was fifty feet long and thirty broad, di- 
vided into four apartments, with an open hall in the 



centre to which the Indiana were admitted. Not- 
withstandiBg every preparation, the winter proved 
very distressing. The deer at this season had been 



accustomed to leave the high open tracts called the 
barrea grounds, where they can scarcely be reachedt 
ud to se^ the shelter of the woods, where thej 
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feu a pr«T to tin natiTM ; tart, in conaeqnence of a 
ooone oi mild weulMr, they renamed stiil in thoie 
inaeoeaMUe tiacts. A,tt«m>t« wore made to supply 
the deficiMioy t^ Idkhw ; but the epawning-tinie, 
according to Mr. Kinf, had been altowed to pass, 
and though diffsreat bsya and small takes were tried, 
the produce was extremely ecanty, while many of 
the nets were lost. They were, on Uiia account, 
obliged 10 [dace themeelres on a redaced allowance, 
and also to encroach on tbeir stock of pemmican, 
thoogh acaroely adequate to next sammer'B ezpedi- 
tioa. The Indiane, deprived of their ordinsrv re- 
aoBioeBt clnstered raond the fort, and threw them- 
•elvea entirely upon our countryinen. Thoagh they 
conld be allowed only what was barelv sufficient to 
{oeeerre them alive, the males showed extreme for- 
titude, never lettuig a mnrminr escape their lipa ; 
tmt their pallid visages, mef^r frames, and sunken 
mres fnllT told what tiiey endored. The moans of 
the chiluon, and the hollow and sepulchral wad 
with which die mothers attempted to sooth them, 
were most distressing. A similar deficiency had 
been experienced for two successive seasons 
tbrougboat these remote districts; and duriog Uie 
lastj^rty of the chief hunters had perished by hun- 
gn, and fesrs were entertained of many who had 
not been hesrd of. We suspect they have acquired 
too much the habit of depending on the English 
forts, where, in general, they are supplied in these 
exigences. So much have they come to consider 
this their right, that, when disappointed, they allow 
themselves to bo hurried into the most violent 
deeds. Having been once harshly refused at a 
northern post, they surprised in the woods three of 
the company's servants, snd shot two ; then rush* 
ing to the house, they fotmd the superintendent in 
bed, and instantly murdered him. They were, 
however, ultimately hunted down, even by their own 
, tribe. The limited boonty of the present party waa 
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nceived with gntitod* and kiadncss, the only bus- 
ptci<H) b«ing excited by the operatiosB at the obflenr- 
atory, which were by some Buspected to be magi- 
cal, aiid to h»e the effect of driving the animw 
away ) noi were even the voyaguera exem^rt from 
this impreaaion. The captain, however, having 
iesiingly asserted his object to be directly contrary, 
and this being immediately followed by the oritur* 
of a bear, their doubts vanished. It is alleged that, 
though by exerting greater activity and going to a 
dislance, they might have fared tolerably we)£ they 
preferred baogiog on for their miserable ailowance. 
They sought to eke it out by cutting off and roast- 
ing portions of their deer-skin robes, tbua depriving 
themselves of a most necesaary protection agsinst 
the period of extreme cold, during which many of 
them perished, both around the fort and in remote 
quarters. Augustus, Captain Franklin's Es^uimanx 

Side, having set out from York Fort to join them, 
id oD the road. 

In February the thermometer simk to fioo, and 
■ometimea even to Qtf^ below the freezing-pointf 
and the rigour of the weather became renuvkaUe, 
especially in the latitude of 63°. With a large fire 
in a small apartment, the heat could not he raised 
above 1S°. Ink and paint froze, and boxes of the 
best-seasoned wood split. The skin of the hands 
cracked and opened in gashes. When the face was 
washed neaj- the fire, before it could be dried the 
hair was clotted with ice. All living beings disap- 
peared, no sound bat that of the passmg wind broKe 
the awful stillness.* 

On the S6th of April, while the party sat convw- 
sinK, a loud and sharp rap was heard at the door, 
and, without waiting permiBsion. the person burst 
in, saying, "He is returned, air!" "Who, Augus* 
tmV' " Captain Rosa, sir ; Captain Ross ia i«tar»- 

■ Back, ehv *>i- Ciaf,p.l71>«wf. 
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fldi" Ob dflnwncliiig Oa miboantj, it wu is fate 
kaod; a packet tod alroBdy been delivered, conMia* 
iu B namber of letters, with newspaper* reponiiii|r 
thu event, which had caused such a deep and joy- 
lul interest in Britaiii. iDstmctions were also re- 
ceived from Sir Chaiies O^e, directing C^Uain Back 
to turn his whole attentioa to discovery, especially 
on that port of the coast between the farthest point 
tvoched by (^tain Roes and P^ankUn's. Cape Tarn- 
Bgaiiu To this object, therefore, all their entbusi- 
asm was now turned. The day w&s passed in a 
Mate of feverish excitement ; and, thangh the strict- 
est temperance usually ruled the eatablishment, 
this happy occasion was celebrated by a generous 
bowl. 

It was Bowconaidered that, for their more limited 
object, oae boat, wi^ a crew of ten man, all e:i^)eri- 
eoiced voyageurs, good banters, and inured to the 
most tryinj; situations, might be sufficient. Such a 
bark was now building on Artillery Lal^e, and thith- 
er the pemmican and baggage were dragged in suc- 
cessive loads. On the I3lh May a soUtary goose 
appeared, the harbinger of summer, followed before . 
night by five more, and in the next three days bv 
msny other birds. Towards the end of the monta 

, the heat becanie oppressive, the thermometer stand- 
ing in the sun at 106°, being- 176° higher than on 

. (he 17th January ; and the snow was fast melting. 
Hr. H'Leod proceeded forward, with a select party, 
to bring down animals and form them into eacAe* or 
boards, concealed from the view of hungry wolves 
and Indians, yet indicated by certain signs to the ad- 
vancing party. Finding it impossible to keep the 
house open on this desolate spot, they secured a« 
well as possible the papers, drawings, uid stores ; 
then blocked up the doors and windows to [mv«nt 
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Od the 7th Jnae Csptain BMk set ont, with four 
peraons, each loaded with Dioet; poands of pemiw- 
can: and, after tfareedays of Uborions inGking 
over rocks And swamps, tbey reached the lake. As 
that expsuae was still covered with ice, the boat 
was placed upon wooden runners to be drawn over 
it by two men and six fine dogs ; but the surface, 
instead of being smooth, presented a bed of sharp 
angular spikes, the walking over which was moat 
painful and difflcuk; and the ruaners, were soon so 
peeled or otherwise injured as to render their de> 
struclion inevitable, unless protected by some dura^ 
ble material. There was nothing within reach bat 
an iron saw, which was cut into slips aod attached 
to them. Disai^inted by Mattfelly and another In- 
dian, who had promised to act as guides, they groped 
Uieir way by a somewhat imperfect recollection; 
however, they succeeded, without any material do- 
vietion, in reaching Clinton- Golden Lake. TJie ca- 
chet were tolerably abundant ; in one day they fonnd 
eleven animals, thongh several were musk-oxen, the 
flesh ofwhtch bad a flavour almost intolerable. Th« 
men, indeed, at' one time expressed a resolution 
rather to starve than eat it ; but this was altogeUier 
scouted by their leader, who, to take away all pre- 
text, adopted it as part of his own allowance. 
These supplies enabled them to keep the pemmieao 
untouched. They bad also some extremely bad 
weather, particiilarly on Midftummer-day, when 
they saw in the northeru sky, accumulated in one 
black mass, all the horrors of a hyperborean winter. 
Hail, snow, and rain in ceaseless succession aaaail- 
ed them, and were followed by a wind so violent aa 
to overtum the tent. Frequent showers and incteaa- 
ing heat so softened the ice, that both the boats and 
themselves were dragged along with great difflcnl- 

g, not without danger, or, at least, fear of sinklns. 
owever, on the 27Ih June, they reached Sandhul 
Bay, deligtated with the ceitaiaty Uwt th^ ««• 
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within a few miles of th« Btreara that would convey 
Ihem to the Folu Sea.. 

Tbe joy thus insinred was consideiably damped 
next day, when the boat, which it was geceasary 
to con*ey from the lake into the river, was found 
composed of BDch soft tnaterialB that it could not 
be dragged over a rocky portage. The crew were 
therefore ordered to carry it ; a severe task, which 
tried their strength to the utmost, and was the mora 
distreuiug from the fear that it might be often re- 
peated. At length, through many obstacles from 
ice in the lakes and rapids in the strewn, they 
reached their former station, and met Mr. M'Leod 
with his parly. He astonished them by his skill in 
the rifle, which is s^id to have equalled that of a 
Kentuckian, and by which he had provided largely 
for their wants. It was now settled that he sbonld 
return, prepare winter-quartefs, ftx on a good Hsb- 
ing station, and meet the returning expedition at 
ibv end of September.* 

Ttie bark now began its voyage down the Thlew- 
ee-ctaoh, withaload fitted much rather for a smooth 
Ma than for the rugged and broken channel which 
it had to encounter. Twenty-seven bags of pem- 
mican, with macaroni, flour, and minor articles, 
weighing about 33eo lbs., exclusive of rigging and 
■tores, and a company amounting to ten. Th« 
burden was indeed gradually reduced by consnoip- 
tiOQ, and still more by caehetf deposited at different 
points with a view to their return ; but the progress 
downward, nevertheless, was not unattended with 
difBcutty. On Lake Garry, a great expanse at 
which they arrived, they were startled by the view 
of extensive Bdlds of ice, stretching to the atmost 

* Back, chi^en jr., i. 

t Fiam the French irord cadur, to coocail, Slid apptiad bf 

flu Cuiadnn hunlen to the depoaites of proviaioDE ffluch (hey 
are in the habit of making M diSerant placet for theij mOM 
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fimit of viBion. H«iic« dwit farther ftdvuica 
Mwmed at lint to be completely arrested ; but by 
following narrow laues of water, and by cutting 
through the -ice or lifting the boat over it, they 
slowly worked their way. The most seriou* ob- 
Btaelea were found in ue rapids that intemipted 
almost every channel. Of these they had been 
forewarned by the Indians, who described them as 
in fact utterly impasaable, and added that all of 
their conDtiyjnen who made the attempt hod per- 
ished. Indeed, Captain_Back cmiceives that noth- 
ing abort of an almost superhaman bodily strengtb, 
joined to skill and long experience, could have en- 
nUed his two steersmen, M'Kay and Sinclair, to 
vanquish the obstacles. The question was also 
started, how the boat, once down, could ever be got 
Up ; but their leader did not allow this considentioa 
at present to disturb them. In the first neat rapid 
it mw seen to sweep over the edd^ wiOi the esas 
and buoyancy of a seafowl ; but this descent was 
BOfm followed by one both longer and much more 
appalling, io which the water had the force and ve- 
locity of a torrent. The boat having been tighten- 
ed. Captains Back and King saw it flying with the 
speed of an arrow, and soon hidden from view by 
foam uid rocks. Their agitation was heigbtenM 
t^ what sounded like a wild shriek ; but, on running 
forward, it proved to be the triumphant whoop of 
the crew at being safely landed. Some time after 
they enconntered a succession of cascades, nearly 
two miles in length, and making an entire fall of 
sbout sixty feet ; and it was only by alternately 
elevating and lowering the boat that the gulf below 
was at lengA gained. Bjuwhere they had to pass 
s rwige of sunken rodH over which the surges 
foamed and boiled witA^ impetuous fury. They 
were next involved in a singulw combina^n of 
fall, rapid, and eddy, where the bark was scted 
upon by such conflicting forces that prudence 
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euwd to be of &ny avail. It is sappoaod to hars 
been oaljr by a mistake of the direciiona given 
•ven by the skilful steenman, that she was saved 
from destractioD. But Captain Back's greatest 
alarm was at a place where it was found neces- 
ury to dash through a mige of breakeis. He and 
Captain King had taken a station where tiiey could 
aee the boat iaauing from between the rocks; but, 
s/ter a long time had elapsed, and they were sink- 
iog into utter despair, they learned that the crew 
b^ found a narrow channel, orer which the baik 
waa lifted, and the perilous paasage thereby avoid- 
ed. 

All this while the main question continued to be, 
whether the river would lead to the Arctic Ocean, 
I or to Chesterfield Inlet in Hudson's Bay. Foe 
abont a hundred miles it continued to hold a favour- 
able course towards the noribeast, then opened into 
a long lake named Beecbey, ooly about seventy 
miles from Back's River in Coronation Bay, the 
point of all other* they were desirous to reach. 
The lake, however, to their great disappointment, 
took a- turn southeastward, a direction which the 
liver followed for a considerable space with little 
Tariation. But again they were cheered by its re- 
suming a northeast course, which lasted nearly as 
long as the former one. Next followed a chain i^ 
Hreat lakes — Felly, Garry.andMacdougall — througb- 
out which, and for aome space beyond, the course 
Taried very little from due east, and they arrived 
within ninety-four miles of Chesterfield Inlet, To 
this unfavourable impression, they v 



relieved by the view of distant streams suretchinff 
northward; and, after ^^e time, were confirmed 
in the hope that the riv^piad decidedly taken this 



direction. Following it some distance, they at 
length came to a spacious lake, which they named 
Fruiklin, and, soon after regaining the channd, 
tbey were gratified by observing on the top of « 
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Un a number of fignree running about with great 
rapidity. These proved to be Esquimaux:, a wel- 
come sight ; for where they were the sea could not 
be far distant. But the utmost caution was neces- 
nary ; for they might be, and, aa it proved, really 
were, entire strangers to Europeans, and had seen 
coining in this direction only the Indians, their 
mortal enemies. They began by raising wild yells, 
brandishing their arms, and making expressive sig- 
nals, whh the view of forbidding the English to land. 
C^ain Back, however, going on shore alone with- 
out any visible weapon, deliberately walked up, and, 
making a friendly movement with his hands, called 
out 7^0 — Peace! Theyinetantlyflung down their 
arms, returned his salntation, and uttered many un- 
intelligible words, which, however, were construed * 
to be friendly ; a feeling which was soon established 
by the presentation of buttons, fish-hooks, and other 
trifles, in preference to the dangerona gift of knives 
and hatchets. They appeared, on the whole, su- 
perior to the tribes formerly seen, cleaner in their 
persons, EU)d the females of so agreeable a cast of 
countenance, that the men called them "bonnie- 
looking creatures." The intercourse continued ta 
be gomi-humonred and easy ; they were delighted 
at having their portraits drawn and their names 
written down ; and they assisted to drag the boat 
over a portage which had baffled the efforts of the 
crew. They had heard nothing of Captain Ross, 
but assured their visiters that the very next day 
they would reach the sea, and find a coast running 
for a considerable way towards the north, then sud- 
denly turning south and stretching far in that direc- 
tion. 

This prediction was soon ful6Iled ; for next after- 
noon, July 99, they descried a bold and broad head- 
land, the aspect of which was decidedly maritime, 
and from its importance they gave to it the name of 
Victoria. Soon after, the shores widened in suck 
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» matiner u showed that they were at the month 
of the Thlew-ee-chob, after a course of S30 gea- 
grapbical milea through an iron-ribbed country, 
without a single tree on its banks, forming fire 
lakes, and broken by eighty-three rapids. After 
passing the headland and observing a picturesque 
waterfall, they saw the shores receding, yet still 
forming a bay, the eastern part of which showed 
typ&a water as far as the eye could reach. Th* 
western, 'along which they ^ecially desired to s^ 
with a view to reach Point Tumagain, was heavily 
encumbered with ice ; but they hoped soon to find 
a place whence they could pull across to it. Their 
prospects were now considered highly favourable, 
&s, supposing only a. moderate rate of going, the ob- 
ject of their voyage might be accomplished in tea 
days. After passing, however, a rocky cape 800 
feet hi^h, named Point Beaufort, the drift ice col- 
lected in great masses ; and, oa ascending the 
height, a solid body was discovered connecting 
both shores. This forced on them the gloomy 
conviction that, if their destination were reached at 
all, it could only be by slow tmd laborious efforts. 
On the following day, mdeed (Slst July), the action 
of a southerly l»eeze cleared the coast they were 
on, producing fourteen miles of open water; but a. 
movement in that direction would have carried them 
quite out of their desired course, and the bay l>e- 
coming broaderwould only have been more difficult 
to ernes. They therefore halted till the ice should 
make a more favonrable opening ; and, in fact, next 
morning a narrow lane appeared, by which they 
worked their way to the western shore. A bay was 
reached, supposed in the mainland, but found after- 
ward to be in an island separated by a narrow chatt- 
nel, and named Montreal. The ice, however, close- 
ly packed, barred all advance along this shore, and 
tendered it necessary to drag the boM on land, 
where they were detuned for aernal days. T)iiB 
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coMt, too, WM low and awKinpT, which, with ft9- 
quBiH rains, bo moistened the fern and moM col- 
lacted foi fud that a lira could not be kindled. 
They were thus debarred from even the comfort of 
K warm cup of tea, pemmican and cold water b»- 
eoming their only repaat. On the Slh Augaat, while 
moviiiK aouUiWBStward in search of a paaaage, they 
reached the mabland, and passed a Urge opemug 
named EUiot Bay, witfaontseeingaBtngle particle of 
ice ahead; but Ibia must have been an optical illusion, 
■inee, on pushing towards the north to take advan- 
tage of it, they became entangled in drift ice, which 
waa evidently the advanced guard of the main body. 
Their progress bein^ thus arrested, a party made an 
Mcctuvion fifteen miles along the coast to a point 
where thev found a number of Es^juimaux enc&mp- 
iiwntB,'ajid whence they saw a diatant appearance 
of mountains and open water. 

On the 7th, a heavy rain and strong soatheast 
wind dispersed the ice with a celerity which quite 
setoniahed those not accustomed to Arctic naviga* 
tton; the bay, throughout its whole breadth, ap- 
peariDg clear, and the boat advancing at the rate of 
Ave miles an hour. The western shore continued 
low, and became more and more desolate ; but the 
opposite one showed a bold and mountainous range, 
which, however, at the end of sixteen miles, termi- 
sated at Cape Hay, to the north of which no laud 
was discovered ; and, according to information ob- 
tained from the Esquimaux, there appeared reason 
to beliflve that the coast there rounded away to the 
sontheast. At length their enemy, the drift ice, 
oollectittg again, obliged them to run aahore at a 
naked, suidy point, which they named Ogle. On 
aacending a hiUock, they saw the land stretching 
southwest, and forming a deep bay, bordered hy 
lliglt grotmd mnoh cnmbiaTed with ice ; yet the sur^ 
ftee of the sea waa checkered by some atreaks of 
•«|Mnw^er. In tlw aAanwoaAr the lOUi, a Ml «f 

V<tt. n.— U 
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nin made a little farther opening, and in a sigztf 
course, partly by portage, partly by liftinfTi they ad- 
vanced somewhat more than a mile; but at thia 
point B strong northwest wind drove the ice uhore 
mlarge perpendiculsr pieces, which not only dashed 
against tneheach, but overspread part of the coast. 
As usual during such detention, a land expedition 
was seat forward. After a march of fifteen miles, 
they reached agreenhill named Mount Barrow,aDd 
descried a bay fifteen miles wide, the northweatsm 
extremity of which they named Point RtchardaoiL 
On the 13th, favourable prospects were repeatedly 
afforded ; but at length the ice came rushing in with 
such force as to place the boat in danger, forwhicb 
reason it was drawn across a narrow isthmus to the 
Other side of Point Ogle. 

Captain Back began now seriously to reflect on 
his situation, as the season, in this inclement region, 
might already be considered very far advanceiL 
New ice was beginning to form on the shores and 
bays, while that of the preceding winter was only 
partially dissolved. The period, indeed, had elap- 
sed, in which he had hoped to reach Cape Turn- 
again ; to make the attempt now seemed very haz- 
wdoua ; and still less could he reasonably expect 
to bring back hia crew in safety, and achieve the 
arduonsascent of the Thlew-ee-choh. The spirits, 
and even the health of the men, were visibly sinking 
under so many fruitless exertions. Some idea was 
entertained of a party attempting to reach Cape 
Turnagain by land ; bat this was considered utterly 
impracticable, from the swampy nature of the soil, 
in which, at every step, they sank mid-teg deep- 
They could, consequently, have travelled only a 
few miles a day, and any one attacked by sjekness 
most have been left to perish. The country, too, 
was destitute of fuel, and almost of water. The 
determination to return immediately was therefor» 
aonoonced to the jnen, who received it with a sat* 
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iafution wbich marked the depreasiou of sprits and 
despondency to which they had been yielding.' 

On entering the river they soon come to the spot 
where they bad met the Esquimaux, who at first < 
were looked for in vain ; aiid when at length they 
were descried, nothing could induce them to ap- 
proach. The amicable feelings excited during the 
former interview bad seeiniiigly given way to tbeit 
jealousy of strangers. Another large party was met, 
who, on seeing the English, fled howling behiod the 
rocks, An attempt was made to attract some of 
them by friendly gestures, and it was thou(^ht with 
success ; bat a man was soon seen following and 
making a loud noise, throwing himself into wild 
contortions, and imitating the growls of a bear ; and 
it became evident that this was the conjurer of the 
tribe, who was seeking by auch charms to induce 
the immediate departure of the strangers. The as- 
cent of the river was tedious and laborious, though 
not quite so difficult as they had aniiclpated. On 
the 16th September they reached its highest portage, 
Kiid next day had the satisfaction, according to ap- 

S'intment, of meeting their friend Mr. M'Leod, who 
d been long and anxiously watching their return. 
Their passage through the smaller waters was easily 
effected ; but the ascent to Slave Lake by the river 
Ah-hel-dessy proved extremely laborious. They 
were at length obliged to abandon the boat, and they 
in vain endeavoured to secure ils stores by a eaebe 
from the wolverines. Loading each man with ser- 
enty-five pounds, they began their march, and for- 
tunately found the ice on the small lakes quite strong 
enough to bear' them. Two very picturesque falls, 
which they named Anderson and Parry, were passed 
on the way to Fort Reliance. 

On their arrival on the Q7tb of September, an ac- 
tive fishery waa commenced, and such a stock of 

• Back, ctM^en 1,11. 
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Ibod prond«d U s«ciired tbflm sgrniiut the diitrMB' 
' ' scarcity endured in th« former winter. Tbs 

liuis deparwd soocbward, leaving them in tbeir 
cold and solitary manaon ; aad in iheir room came 
eighteen'white wolves, "bony, and gaunt, and grim," 
who prowled cotutantly round tbe establishment, 
osiog ereiy stnlagem to gain a livelihood out of it. 
They aimed particulariy at the doga, and ancceeded 
in seizing one, but were beaten oS before ihey cooU 
devour it. lliey hesiialed not to make food even 
of dte bodies of snch of Uieir own comrades as wera 
shot; but, having lost five, and finding little w 
nodiing to be got, Utey removed to another siaiioiL 

Captain Back had formed a plan for penetr^ing 
bom Lake Beechey to the river of hia own name in 
Bathnrat Inlet, convening thither the materials of a 
canoe, in which he nu^t proceed to Ross's Pillar^ 
and then to Point Richardson. But, on inqniry 
among the Indians, he could not gain the amuleM ' 
infonnatioa. In this state of uncertainty, Iw con- 
sidered the issue of the undertaking as very doub(> 
fhl : while it would require one, or peifaaps two m<»« 
seasons, a fresh set of men, and also a large addi- 
tional expense, which be did not feel himself an- 
thoii2«d to incur. With deep regret he renounced 
this pbn, uid prepared, as soon as the weather 
idiould pmrmit, to turn his Ikce homewaid ; and, b» 
ginning to move on the Slst Haroh, be reached Foit 
Chipewyan on the lOth ApriL Some casual de- 
tentions occmred, bat no serious obstacle, diiecticnB 
having been left by Mr. Simpaon that be riionld bn 
provided with every accommodation. On the eih 
August he arrived in the vicinity of Montreal ; since 
quitting which he had travelled 7600 miles, including 
1300 of discovery. He proceeded direct to New- 
York, where he embariiM on the 17tb Aagnat, and 
on Uw 8th September landed at liveipooL* 
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Whatever tnith there may have been (and it seems 
doabtful if there was any) in the former charges 
BgaiDst the Hudson's Bay Company of coldness 
towards the cause of discovery, a very different 
spirit assuredly animatee the respectable individuals 
by whom its affairs are now administered. To the 
expeditions conducted through their territory by 
Franklin, Richardson, and Back, their most zealous 
aid has been afforded ; and the last of these gentle- 
men expresses in the strongest terms these obliga- 
tions to Governor Simpson, Mr. H'Leod, and others 
of the company's officers. Not content with these 
auxiliary measuros, they have themselves come 
forward with a great effort to complete what those 
travellets had left imperfect. In the beginning of 
July, 1836, Governor Simpson commissioned Mr. 
Dease, chief factor, and Mr. Simpson, a near relation 
of his own, with a party of twelve men, to set out 
for the northern coast. They were instructed to 

giend the ensuing winter at Fort Chipewyan, on 
reat Slave Lake ; and in the beginning of summer 
four of them were to proceed to the northeast end 
of Great Bear Lake, and there to prepare accom- 
modation and provisions for their nest winter-quar- 
ters. The remainder were to employ the favour- 
able season in descending to the mouth of the Mac- 
kenzie, and thence along the coast till they should 
reach the point at which Captain Beeche/ had been 
arrested. Even if obliged to leave their boat be- 
hind, they were provided with axes and cordage to 
make raits, as well as with parchment and oil-skias 
for the construction of small canoes, and afterward 
they were to repair to the winter-quarters estab- 
lished on Great Bear Lake. Next summer <1838) 
they were to haul the boat across to Coppermine 
River, then to make for Point Tumagain, and thence 
to seek their way to Point Richardson, Captain 
Back's farthest station. They were supplied with. 
V», 
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initnimeiits of obsemtion, and itutmcted to edlect 
niner^ and other objects of natural history. 

The first part of this plan has been happiljr-accom* 
Dlished ; for on the gth Jnlv, 1837, tbe party reached 
ute most distant mouth oi the Mackenzie River, in 
loDSitnde 136° 36' 4&" irest. On the 90th they wer« 
in eoggj Island Ba^, the farthest point reached bT 
Franklin, and descrieid a range of monntaina, wbidh 
the obecnrity of the weather prevented him from 
seeing. Their voyage of discovery now b^an. 
They passed a bay fifty miles broad, and discovered 
a new branch of the Rocky Mountains, which diey 
named Pelly, from the governor of the company. 
Their cont«e then led along a low shore, compoeM 
in many places of frozen mud, on which, were seen 
the months of several large rivers. At len^h the 
water became so Bhallow and encumbered with ice, 
that they could not advance above four miles a day. 
Near a cape, therefore, which, from the resident gov- 
ernor, they named George Simpson, it was found no- 
cessarytoead tbebOBt-navigtitioD; and Mr. Thomas 
Simpson, vrith a party of Ire men, undertook the 
lest of the journey on foot. They proceeded, 
making ^se of their portable canoe for the crossing of 
rivers, and on coming to the mouth of a broad iidet, 
obtained the loan of an Bsquimaus oomtak. On the 
morning of the 4th August they came in sight of 
Point Barrow, which they reached in the course of 
the same day. The ocean, extending to the south' 
ward, presented so inviting a prospect, that, had 
such besn their object, they would not have hesita- 
ted, in their skin canoe, to have made for Cook% 
Inlet. On the 6th.they set ont on their retnm, Mid 
on the 17th again reached the mouth of the Mac- 
fcenzie. 

Although the rivalry of the Northwest Comjmaf 
had the dlect of insfHriting and extending the trade, 
it was carried by them in many respects oeyond th« 
legitimate limibi, not ■cnpling at opfta violence wad 
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Woodshed, in which boUi Europeans and natJTea 
were alike suSlBreis. The distance from all trito- 
nsls, as well aa from the reBtrainta and regnluiona 
- of civilized societv, left room for no law but that of 
the strongest. Nerer, perfaiqia, waa a more fnriona 
conteat waged between two mercantile bodies, de- 
structive aUke to the interesta of both, and most de- 
Btoialianf to the sava^ ^>ori^nes. At length the 
Northwest Ooropuiy, m eonaeqaance of their over- 
strained excrtioDs, became involved beyond their 
caipital ; and, being obliged to yield to their rivds, 
they obtained in 1831 an honourable capilalation. 
On transferring sU their praperty and means of in- 
finance, the prindpid partners were adniiited to 
shares in the Hudson's Ba^ Companr, who took 
the inferior ofBcets into tiieir service. Thus these 
two coBC«ros were united, with mnch advantage to 
ib» peace irf tbe for coiutriea, and perhaps to the 
pwmanent interests of the trade. A great blank 
was indeed felt in the eity where the partners had 
resided, and where, aeeoraing to Washington Irving, 
they had held h^e faaats and revels, such as are 
deacribed to have taken place in Highland castles. 
" Tbo hospitable magnates of Hontr^, the lords of 
the lakes and forests, have passed away ;" and that 
eUy, aa to the fnr<trade, has snnk into a eobordinate 
station.* 

The Hudson's Bay Company i« now the only sur- 
nver of the numerous exclusive bodies to which al- 
most emy branch of British trade was at oge time 
Mooted. W« profess ovrsdves decidedly fBvoiir- 
«Ue to the free system, and jealous of ttiom ape* 
oaltias by which many who admit the genei^ prin- 
e^le oontrive to except a vast number of paiticular 
instaocaa. Yet, in the present case, there are some 
pecniiar drcumstances, irtiich would, there ia rea- 
MB to believe, make an open trade vmy periletw. 

•iMMi,vri.i,r.m 
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Fttr «xatiuile, it is carried on ttomgfaont Tut ra- 
giani, far mm sll control of war, and tenuted b^ 
uva^ meet, who ue euilj prompted to deeda of 
violence. The stiuggle with Uie Northwest Com- 
psny, we hsve seen, filed ta^e tracts with outrage) 
uuooDting often to bloodshed. The anicle, too, 
by far the moet prised by those tribes, and which, 
unid an eager rivall^, cannot be prevenied Irom 
GOmiDjg into market, is spirits, the immoderate nse 
of which isprodoctiTe of the moat dreadful conse- 
quences, liie company, by their present poaitioDi 
obtained the opportonity, of which they hsTs moat 
laudably availed themselves, to withdraw it altogeth- 
er as an object of trade ; merely giving an occasion- 
al glass aa a treat when the natives visii the facto- 
ries. They have even prohibited it from passing, 
under any pretext, to the northward of Cumberiand 
RoDse on the Sadatcbawan, so that all the settle- 
ments beyond form conq>lete temperance sodeties. 
Another very important specialty consists in die 
tiatnre of the commodities drawn from ihia rangs 



the demand. The wild aaimala, which aflbrd its 
Btaple of furs and skins, exist only ia a limited num- 
ber, and, beii^ destined to ^ve way in proportion 
aa colonization advances, will soon be thinned or 
utterly exterminated. Bands of individoal hnntera, 
with no peimaneu interest in the country, captui« 
all they can reach, young and old indiscriminately, 
withoDt any regard to keeping up the breed. Thus 
the beaver, the most valuable of the furred animals, 
has l>een nearly destroy^ed in Upper and Lower 
Canada, and much diminished in the districts be- 
Tond the Rocky Hountaina, which are travened 
by tr^ping-parties from the States. The sea-ot- 
ter, on the western coast, which yielded at one 
time rich cargoea for the China market, has beea 
•a iqlnrad by tha cootiiuwd ciuM of tho ftitidit 
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RoBnaoB, Bud Americsns, thM it hu c«aaed to be 
■n BTticle of any cammercial importance. From the 
same caosea we naderstaad that eea-elephania and 
Other ^n^de animale, once foond in CTOwda (»t 
the ahores of New South Shetland, are hardly any 
longer an object of pursuit. Id Britain, we believe, 
TSnons ipeciea of g»me would soon be destroyed 
were it not for the preserve- Jaws ; restricttoos wliieh 
would with difficulty be enforced on the banks of 
the Mackenzie and the Aseiaeixiin. Daring the 
competition of the Northwest adventurers, a great 

reven of the wooded covntriea stdret«d severe- 
. but, since the Hndsmi's Bay Cmnpany obtained 
the entire control, they have carefnlly nursed the 
vuioos anitnala, removing tbeir atations bom the 
districts where they had oecome scarce, and pro- 
"^ 'biting all waateful and destractive nodes of cap- 
se. Particular care is taken to preserve the fe- 



malfl while pregnant or rearing her yotm^. Instead, 
tberefiire, of being in a state of diminution, as gen- 
•rmlly supposed, theiwodnce is increasing, or, rather, 
tecmiting in all their domains. 

We may finally observe, that in this Vast, open 
territory, the means of excluding rivalship are so 
inperfect, that, without good management and lib- 
eral dealing, it would be imposaible to maintain their 
privilege. In fact, Mr. Irving admits, that by the 
legitimate application of large capital, good organ- 
ituion, regular bransmiasion of soppUes,' with faith- 
ful servants, they have carried all before them even 
in the vreatera territory, where they are exposed 
to a fall competition from the United States. Sev< 
aral assoeiaUona IVom thence have made very ac- 
tive efforU W supplant or rival them, but without 



■access.' 

The company poeaeaa the entire Jorisdiction of 

■ Adtentana of Capttun Bonnevills, b; Wuhiiutrai Irvine 

rtvols. 8to, Latdcm, 1837}, tdI. tL, p. 17-19 i toL m., f. 247- 
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flwM tarritoriM, inilMi in criminal casea, in whicli 
the coorta of Canada exercise a concurrent Juris- 
diction; but the great tiistance, and the imperfect 
meuw of communication, render it guier^y impos- 
sible to convey the offisoder aod evideace to its tri- 
buDsla. The sttprsme direction is veited in a board 
coDsistiag of a govenm, depat]r-KoveTnor, and sev- 
en directors, who hold their sittinga in London. A 
resident govemar, appointed by them, has the gen- 
eral superiatendence of all the settlemeots, and is 
uaisted by local councils, composed of the princi- 
pal officers in each diatnct, who meet him at central 
p«Hats during his annual tours of iospecUoa. The 
acting officers consist of chief factors, each of whom 
lus cbaige of several posts, of [uincipal and second^ 
a^ traders, uid clerks. The higher offices are fill- 
ed up according to merit from the inferior ones, so 
that It is perfectly open for a clerk to rise to the of- 
fice of chief factor. Four fifths at least of tite com- 
pany's aervaots are Scotsmen, and chi^y from the 
norUiem districts. They are reckoned the hardiest^ 
most active, and enterprtsiag, aad the least liable (o 
bad habits. In general, too, they are well educated, 
many of them having Mtended the University of Mh 
firdeeu. The journeys performed by these officera, . 
and the adventures they have met with, would ex- 
hibit scenes and incidents as striking as moat of 
Uiose fictitious ones which so much interest the pub- 
lic. Mr. Simpson, the present resident govemoTi 
has performed, during his slay -in that country, up- 
ward of 100,000 miles of canoe navigation. The 
chief officers, iucludiiw the governor bmself, ofiea 
endure hardships which, to thoae accustomed to the 
comforts of civilized Ufe, must appear almost incred- 
ible. They frequently spend months without seeing 
the inside of a house, going to sleep at night in the 
must sheltered spot they can find, wrapped in their 
cloaks, and a blanket which has served dnrio) ' 
day as a saddle. Unless fortunate in tbe 
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they have no menis of obtainiiifr food, and sra 
Bometiinei obUged to kill their doge and horaei to 
relieve hiuiRer. Yet these bardy Scotsmen will Bod 
a livelihood in districta so desolate, that eren tho 
nslives sometimes perish foT want. Parties of them 
have spent whole wiatera on the banks of riTets or 
lakes, where their onljr sustenance was the flah 
drawn from the waters, without bread, vefetables, 
or any other article ; (he roasting or boiling of tlM 
dish forming their only variety. Yet, amid ail thsss 
hardships, such is their zeal in the occupation that 
a compIaJDt scarcely ever escapes their lips. 

The Indians throughout ihe wooded countries 
east of the Rocky Mountains are almost entirely 
employed in hunting the rich-furred animals, for 
the purpose of selling them to the company. A 
considerable number of their young men are con- 
stantly occupied a conveying the provisions and 
stores by water to tho different forts, and bringins 
back the furs there collected. At the beginning of 
winter, the season when the skins are in the beat 
condition, they receive a sopply of provisions, 
guns, and other necessary articles ; and in spring 
bring to the several stations the prodace of their 
chase. The British seldom hunt, unless for sport 
or lo supply the table. The natives, in a great 
measure, are supported by the company ; and 
vhen at the forts for traffic or other purposes, they 
live at free quarters, sometimes during three months 
at a time. The aliment procured by themselves is 
chiefly flah, found abundantly in the Duroerons lakea 
and nvers. Deer, though pursued with activity, 
form a precarious resource, rendered more so by 
that improvidence which makes the hunter never 
think of laying up any store of food. A party bav* 
been koown, after spearing a vast number of these 
animals in their spring and autumn excursions) 
merely to cut out tne tongues, ai^ allow the car- 
casses to float dowa the nearest river ; tboagb they 
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kmir tbat, two or thne months after, Hiey would 
exposed to tbs utmost extremities of famine. 



hxn msde grest efforts to introdace vacciaalioo, 
thoogh it has been hitherto opposed by strong jwej- 
vdices ; bat fresh instruetiona hare been sent oat 
on this sabject, in conseqaence of the violence with 
which the smallpox is raging on the border teni- 
tory. This people, since the use of spirits and in* 
eentirea to quarreling hsre been withheld, we 
become pescoable, have made some progress in 
oivilintion, and t%eir nnmbeis are increasing. The 
company have made the most landahle effhrts to 
instmct and' civilize them, employing at great ex- 
pense teachers and missiomuies; and, notwith- 
standing the obstacles opposed by their wanderiiq> 
Ufe and rude habits, some success has been sttaia- 
ed. The whole number in the territory east of the 
Rocky Mountains ie estimated at 150,000. 

There are other Indian tribes of a different class 
inhabiting the prairie country, which, as already 
observed, eztenda over the whole southern border, 
from the Red River to the Rocky Mountaios. They 
are numerous, completely indepeadeBt, and cur^ 
on war with all the aeroeness of the early Canadi- 
an hordes. When the agents of the company are 
obUged to cross this trsct, they are always .well 
armed, and choose to travel mostlr during the 
night, that they may the better avoid the perilona 
eDCoanter of the natives. The latter subsist chief- 
ly by Ae chase of the buffaloes, which roam in 
vast herds over those wide plains. They have ae- 

auired, too, a considerable stock of horses, whidi 
lev augment by every possible means, particnlw^ 
ly by stoaling. They are volaptaeiiB as watt u 
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fierce, pol^iamy being gemralty pmitind by tlh 
chiefs. Among the principal of theie tribes ar« 
the Assineboins, Piegans, Btackfeet, Blood, SarBee, 
and Plain Gree Indians. They have lately suffer- 
ed dreadfully from smallpox, introduced from the 
American side; and fears are entertained that tha 
disease may spread into the bush or forest lands. 

The natives west of the Rocky Noumains are 
nnmerous, fierce, and frequently wage furious war 
with each oUier. They hare also had serious co&- 
Jiicts with the company's ofBcersj but the best un- 
derstanding is now established, and the extension 
of their settlements is understood to be ardently 
desired by them, probably with a view to traffic, i 
The company hare thus been enabled to reduce 
greatly their means of defence. When Fort Lang- 
fey, on Fraser's Biver, was first built, it was necesr 
suy to keep eighty men there ; now the number 
does not exceed twelre. 

The beaver is the main staple of the fur trade, 
not owing to the value of the skin, which, in pro- 
portion to its size, is inferior to that of the martin 
and sea-otter, but from its abundance, and the large 
and sure demand for it in the hat mannfaclure. It 
appears to be indigenous in all the northern parts 
of this continent, though in the settled countries, 
and even those open to private hunters, it is, as wa 
have noticed, nearly exterminated. There ore two 
modes of taking it, one by traps, which is the easi- 
est, and generally followed by single adventurers. 
The other is what is termed trenching or the ice- 
chisel. On a beaver-house being discovered, all 
the canals leading to it are stopped up; then, with 
the instrument above named, it is broken into, and 
the old animals speared. The young are left un- 
touched, and thus the breed remains uninjured; 
while, in trailing, both old and young equally faH 
victims. The company, therefore, have probibiu 
«d the latter operation in all their ai"''-"""*"^ 

Vol, II.— X 



allow oolf the other uid leu idjoriow node trf 
capture. The skins are divided into parchment^ or 
IboBB of the old aoimalB ; and evi, or those of the 
young ones. The latter are the fiaest, but from 
their smaller size are not of equal Talue with the 
others. They have, of course, become much rarer, 
since their capture waa probitqted. 

The martin ranks next in importaace, and haa 
the finest fur of any land-animal in the new conti* 
nent. This beautiful quadruped can l>e taken only 
by traps, laid baited across its customary tracks, 
which the natives are skilful in discovering. Its 
sbundaoce depends mainly on that of rabbits and 
mice, which are its principal food ; and as a dry 
season is favourable, and a wet one injurious to 
the rabbit, so is it also to the martin. Its skin is 
used for muffs, tippets, and other ornamental arti- 
cles, and is usuidly sold iu England as sable, very 
few of the real sable being imported. The mink 
and the fisher are animals of the weasel species, 
somewhat allied to the martin; but the latter is 
much larger, though its fur is greatly inferior in 
value. The fox also, in this country, affords a few 
beautiful specimens, especially those of the black 
or silver kind, which are the most valuable of any, 
hut found in very small numbers, while the red and 
speckled are not much prized. Mr. Simpson con- 
firms Mr. Wilson's opinion, that these are all cas- 
ual varieties of one species, the different colours 
being often produced in the same litter. The mus- 
quash or muskrat is found throughout the conti- 
nent, but especially in the vicinity of Hudson's Bay ; 
and though the skin does not bear a hi^ price, the 
vast numbers taken renders it an article of some 
importance. It is a species of diminutive beaver, 
building similar houses, and captured in the same 
manner, chieSy by spearing. The fur is used in 
the manufacture of inferior hats. 

■^ bear and the wolf, those fiercer qoadnipeds. 
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ft>rm alio profitabte objeeti of hunting, and ue 
killed chie^ by means of the fovtlisg-piece. For 
the irolf, Bpring-guna aM much used, having a cord 
attached to them, to which the bait is lasiened; 
and when he aeizes it, the string polls the triggeri 
and the ball is discharged. These animals, howev- 
er, being extremely sagaciona, have been known to 
cut the cord and carry off the bait withoat sustain- 
ing injury. Bear skins are much used in the north- 
em coantries of Europe, both for warmth and or- 
nament, p^eulHrly on the outside of carriages. 
The hide of the wolf is considered peculiarly 6tted 
for knapsacks and sitnilar purposes, for which it is 
ranch employed in Germany. 

The sea-otter affords one of the most valuable of 
American skins ; but, being confined to the shares 
of the Pacific, it is consequently taken only in tha 
territory westward of the Rocky Mountains. It is 
commonly killed by the gun, at other times it b 
caught on the rocks, l>nt more usually it runs far out 
to sea, and must be pursued till it is exhausted. 
The number, as already obserred, is now so much 
reduced as to render the chase an object of very 
little coosequence. The last ship from the Colum- 
bia did not bring home quite 160 of them. The 
land-otter F^nnos on the border of all the interior 
lakes ; but its skin iq comparatively of little value. 
It is used for collars, linings, and other appendages 
of dress. 

The prairie country contains only one species of 
game, the buffalo, herds of which roam over it in 
vast numbers, feeding on its luxuriant herbage. It 
is taunted in abold style, on horaebaok, with the gun. 
"nie assailant rides up till his horse's neck is on a 
line with the neck of his prey, when, poiuling the 
muzzle of his piece, he discharges Uie contents into 
its side, near the heart. He then gallops off, furi- 
oubIt pursued, reloads, and returns to the attack, 
till the snimal is dwpwclied. A weU-tniiwd hoiw. 
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b»fora being exlwlntal, wiU MtUa him to.kiU 
twelfe or flfteen of diem, which he then pioceeda 
to eat ap, and to coovey the fleah and hides to the 
encunpment. Buffalo robes, u .they are c&lled, 
are object* of Americui commerce, but are seldom 
exported from Hudson's Bay, as they wouM BOt paj 
the expense of csniage. 

The company have four priocipsJ atatioos, on all 
of which a portion of their vast territory depeuds. 
These are Yotk Fort, Moose Fort, M<Hitreal, and 
Fort Vanconter on the Columbia ; and from each 
of tliese the materials of trade are despatched, chiefly 
by canoes, lo the different houses iai forts in the 
interior, while all the furs collected are sent back m 
Ntura. 

York Port, the moet inportant, owBinands all the 
▼ast region extending west and north of Hudson's 
Bay, boonded by the Arctic Ocean, the Rod^ 
MoontaifiB, and a line drawn from the Bay througa 
Rainv L^e, the territory east of which is attached 
to Moose Fort. The inferior stations dependant 
npmi it are veir nuraeroaa. On the coast of Hud*- 
son's Bay are Forts Churchill and Severn ; and al- 
most all the numerous lakes to the northwest have 
their fort or hoase, each as Trout, Beaver, Cat, Sev. 
em. Swampy, Split, Nelaon, Deer, La Bouge, Ls 
Crosse. There are alao Rook House on Hill River, 
and Oxford on Holy Lake ; while on the great ex- 

Einsu of the Winnipeg stand Norway and Berens 
iver Houses, with Fort Alexander. On the Sas- 
katchewan are Cumbeiland, Carlton, Manchester, 
Edmonton, and Acton or Rocky Mountain Houses. 
On the Athabasca Lake are seen Forts Chipewyan, 
Wedderbnroe, and Fond du Lac. On the Mackenzie, 
in its course down to the Arctic Ocean, appear 
Fort Simpson, Norman, and Good Hope. The In- 
dians attached to the latter approach, but do not ao- 
tually reach, the shares of the Northern Sea, which 
are occt^ed by the Eaqturaauz, a pei^e against 
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wbodi tboT' entertain a deadly enmity. The com- 
panj have never, in consequenoe, been able to open 
a communication with tliat remote coast. On the 
vpp»a part of the same river they have Forta Ver- 
imlion and Z>unregaD,aud another Rocky Mountain 
House. 

Moose Fort, at the most sonthem extremity of 
Hodaon's Bay, presides over all the conntry between 
tliat vast gulf and die Canadian lakes ; and on the 
lai^e branch of the former, called James's Bay, are 
Albany Fort, East Main Fort, and Rupert's House. 
On the river Albany are Martin's Fall and Oana- 
burgh Houses, while on the Moose or New-Bruns- 
wick is New-Brunswick, and, southeast from the 
latter, Frederic House. On the small It^es named 
Mistasrinny, Big, Wagwanapy, Abbitibe, and Te- 
Biscaming, are establishments of the same names. 
At ^e northeast angle of Lake Superior, Michipic- 
Oton, an important station, draws supplies and pro- 
visions from the states of Michigan and Ohio, and 
forwards them to the forts in its ticinii^. It is sub- 
wdinate, however, to Moose, Iranemitting thither 
the furs coUected in the neighbourhood. The conw 

Sany have comraenced on this great lake a fisheiy 
)t the supply of Cantula. On its western shore is 
Fort WilliaiB, and there is also a post at the Falls 
of St. Mary. 

Ungava Bay, at the exterior entrance of Hudson's 
Strait, contains a small station for collecting the 
produce of the adjacent coast of Lal»ador, chiefly 
consisting of oil from the seal and porpoise. There 
are also establishments for the taking and curing of 
salmon, which is sent to Quebec. 

Montreal is (he centre of the transactions carried 
on in the Canadas ; but, from the dense population 
of these provinces, the conipany are exposed to 
great rivalry, and the game has been much thinned. 
Their most valuable places of trade are those called 
the King's Posts, in the unoccupied tracts on tbs. - 



Lower St. Lawranoe. The prodncff of tb4 knrar 
riions of the same river, snd of a great part of Lab- ' 
ndor, is ooUeeted at Quebec. 

UuMly, the company have Hnportant Malioin M 
Ae treat of the Rocky Motiiitains, dioagh the terri- 
tory on the Columbia, as already stated, ie a subject 
of diapate between Britain and, the United States. 
Hr. John Jacob Astor, a citizen of the latter eom- 
trr. Inriit near the mouth of that river a lai^ fort, 
which was named Astoria, sod became the seat of 
an active and prosperona trade; but in October, 
leiS, it was deUvered into the hands of Mr. MTar- 
tah, a partner of the Northweai Cktmpany. Accord- 
ing to Mr. Irving, that gentleman, taking advantage 
(rf the war between the two nations, brought against 
it a foice which the Americans were unable to re- 
sist, and the fort wm sarrendered by M'Dougal, the 
person in charge, on payment of 40,000 dollara for 
the furs collected there, which are said to have 
been of much greater value,* We are assured, 
bowever, that this was a transaction of simple sale, 
and that the price was such as Mr. Astor had every 
reason to be satisfied withf Governor Simpson, 
when on a visit to the shores of the PaciSc, finding 
the situation inconvenient and the soil barren, re- 
moved the estatdishment sixty miles ap the river. 
Here he built a fort, which he named Vancouver, 



Mnt, uidM'DougailbidbMnlgft inchirgeafthefort tmtil bia 
ntDin. No anttaoiity wbitever had been gnan lo hiin to mU 
or conrer tha pnnit; tmlar Ut oate in Uw innuiBr fee did. 
M 'Doatal wai ■ North Briloe, and it ia not improbabto that hia 
natioiur ptepoaaeunnu had aoma influence oier him in this 



It of ibe enterpriie, Tneae conndaralioDa aie 
w lum uniiuiUnce, aa Ihe continued poaaasMOQ of this poatb^ 
the NotthweMem Compan; after the var waa OD the frmuid « 
thia aale. A* a couqueted poat, it moat bara baan giiea ap Inr 
Oia (ansa of tba tieatr—jl*. Sd. 
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after tint ceMntad nsrigvtor, who made bo axceU 
lent a survey of this ooastf and m its rioinity he 
formed an agricultundsettlemMit, peopled hy a naS- 
bet of the company's retired serrajits. About a, 
thousand head of cattle are fed, and from 30,000 t» 
40,000 bushels of grain are annuaUr raised ; hence 
Fort Vancouver is now the gnutd dep6t and the 
centre of their operations in the' western district. 
Captain Wyetb, of the United States, fornied a sta- 
tion in the neighbonriiood, on the island of Wappa> 
too ; but, baving saffered severe losses, was obliged 
to 8^1 it to the company, who, Mr. Irving observes, 
maintain an unrivalled f way over the whole country 
watered by theColumbia and its tribatsmes. From 
their emporium at the fort, detachments are sent in 
every direction to supply the inferior posts, to trade 
with the natives, ana to trap upon the variona 
streams. These individuals thread the rivers, trav- 
erse the plains, aod penetrate to the heart of tb« 
mountains, extend their, enterprises northward to 
tiie Bussian possessions, and southward to the oon* 
fines of California.* On the Columbia they have 
Forts Nez-percte, (Aanagan (at the junction of the 
river of that name), and Colville. On Fraser^ 
River (which falls into the Gulf of Georgia) and iu 
branches are Forts Langley, Thompson, Alexander, 
Cbitcotin, St. James, and Fraser. The principal 
maritime posts are on Millbank Sound, Puget's 
Sound, the Gulf of Georgia, and Babine River. 

There exists a serious controversy as to tha. 
boundaries of this region, which is the more impor- . 
tant, as the American government has recently' 
fihown a disposition to press itsclaims, and has even 
voted a sum of money to erect a fort on the Colom- 
bia. The spot is not fixed, but is to be within itd 
tide waters, or leas than 100 miles from its mOuth.' 
We shall lay before our readers a brief view of iba 
leading facts connected with this disputed point. 
• Admthms of BonnBiilla, voL iii., p. MS-xn. 
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Id 1170, Sir Fnbeis Dnke suled altwg Ae cOMt, 
and nuDcd it New Albion, DnderwhicttaepeUaliDn it 
taa slways baen reei^iiiBed and claimed by Britain. 
The fiptuiish voyagea we need not inquire into, as 
no demand is at present founded upon them." Cap- 
tain Cook, in 1778, being employed to make a general 
Surrey of the shore, in search of a northwest pas- 
Mge, came upon it Gnt in lat. 44° 33', where hia 
view to the north was bounded by Cape Foulweath- 
er. Being then obliged to stand out to sea, he 
again struck the land in lat. 47° 5', whence he pro- 
ceeded to the northward. The Columbia liea be- 
tween these two points, and consequently escaped 
his observation, t 

In July, 1788, Mr. Heares sailed along the sama 
eoast. Slid, after passing Cape Shoalwater, obtained 
the sight of a uirge bay, which appeared highly 
promising. On attempting to enter, however, liM 
water aoon shoaled to seven fathoms, and from the' 
maathead bresJ^ers appeared to 'extend the wbc4a 
my across. He gave to it, therefore, the name of 
Deception Bay, and to its northern bounding cape 
that of Diaappointment. But in the month of Sep- 
tember he met near Nootka an American ship, 
named, the Washington, equi^ed under the patron- 
age of'' Congress, when Captam Gray, the command- 
er, stated that he had entered a harbour to the 



■" Thi» » s great mMake. Bj the tresly of Florids with 
Spun, not onl} ii thai peniiuraU ceded to the United Stuea, 
bat tba fonnni power nlinqoiebe* ^eo all ber claiou lo Ibe Mr- 
, lilcry situated between (he fbitr-Mcond and foitf-ninUi degree* 

' of Utitude, OD the Noithweit cout of America, embtaciag the 

'' whole of the country here in queation. Now it is well luiown 

Okat 9pain, op to the period of thia ceision, by ilitae of priority 



•11 ^ rigbU beieu>far> 
■ltd importaDt tenitoiy.— jiH. £<{. 
f Caok"! Tliird Veyage (410, London, ITffi), toLU, p. 80>< 
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tonthwsid, bat with great Auig«r of being wte^ed 
OB th« bar, which woold admit only smdl vesMb, 
and that one of his men was killed and an officer 
wounded, by an attack of the natiTes. Meares did 
Bot recognise this as his Deception Bay, which, how- 
ever, it has been since proved to be.* 

In 1799, Toncouver was employed to make a ml- 
nnte evrrvey of this coast, which he executed is the 
most careful and BkilAil manner. At Nootka he 
also met Captain Gray, who had returned, and who 
famished him with a ehart of hia oavigatioD into 
the Columbia. The English armament afterward 
Bailed southward, and Lieutenant Broughton having 
succeeded in bringing one of the vessels within Uib 
entrance, was instmoted to explore the river 4s high 
aa possible. He found Gray's map very defective, 
and discovered that the point which he had reached, 
instead of being thirty-six miles above Cape Dieaj^ 
pointment, as represented, was in fact only fifteen. 
The entrance to this extent appeared decidedly tb 
be nothing more than a bay, into which the Colam- 
bia fell ; while the mouih of the river itself, much 
farther up, was ascertained to be only half a mile 
wide. Mr. Broughton ascended it eighty-four miles, 
carefully surveyed its banks, and took possession 
of the country in the name of hie Britannic msjesty.t 
Captain Vancouver also considered himself entiUed 
to take similar possession of the whole coast.}^ 



SI3 ; vol, u., p. S3, 56, 57, 65, 76. 

j Ibid., ¥o!. i., p. aefl. 

\ ThB reader will perceive thst there ii nothing ia all tbla to 
inTilidsM the ract, tlut Cutaia Gray Bnt diKorarad tlwColaiii- 
Ini, whi^ ba exploted witb n much minalsneia h to loim a 
oti«t<if iU DSTJguion aonie diManee up. Tha dadatatioii of 
LieuMnant Bro«gfalOD that Ont'a chan embncsd nMraly tha 
tMT inia which the river Ml, and uf eitent only of fiftoea milM 
inatead itf thiity-aiz, «• Mt down by CmT— " — •- — - ""'- 
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croBsed the Rocky I 

H'Giiirray and Tboinpmn ut oat with diis intea- 
tion ; Aid, thou^ the former was arrested by illness, 
the latter accomplished his Journey, and gave hia 
own name to one river, and that of hia companion 
to snottier. It is manifest, too, from the joumala 
of Hr- Harmon, that regular expeditions coDtiniied 
to be made into (his region. In 160S, be mentions 
the. arrival of Mr. Simon Fraser and a party, wbo 
had reached the Pacific, and examined some part of 
Ua shores. In the foUowing year Harmon bimsdf 
sroased the mountaiis, and found regular posts es> 

' t^lishod on H'Lsod'B, Stuart's, aiid FitMra Lakes. 

. In 1811, Hr. David Thompson, who originaUy open- 
ed this intwconrse, descended the Columbia to its 
mouth,* where be found the Americans building tba 
fort of AMoria. This was, therefore, the first fixed 
•stablisbment formed, at least on the lower part of 
the river ; but we are assured they never exported 
any furs fVooi it, preferring to s^ all they collected 
to the Northwest Company, who became master* 
of the station in the manner before related.f Tb« 
Americana built a fort also on Thompson's River, but 

,' the lUIn (snlleauD u s mTigator, and the time uxl care nhicb 
he hid daroted to his eiplorationi. Be this u it may, Uie hon- 
onr of prior diKOverj cartainly belong" W the Amerion com- 
mander ; Knd, but for the informiaon given by him, there is iw 
nasan to nippose that VancoDTer would hsie eTei faaiid tl>a 
Colombia.— Am. Ed. 

* This via the first Britith trsTeller who had deMeoded this 
riTer, All thoae prenousl; mentioiied bad rBsched (he Pscifie 

Sa more nonhem route, and north of the rortr^mnth paraJM. 
lidlude. But Mesara. Lewis and Clarke bad aix Teara prari- 
MS to this creased ihe Rocl[<r Hountaias, and paasad down the 
wtaolacoorMof (haColoiBbiatoitaBOarcBi and Ihii, too^ nndar 
the aalbaiiiT. and bj the direction of the Amarican gowtDmaiil. 
which eoosidered tlie title of the United Stale* to this coontir 
■a beyond all queetion, after (he teliDquiahmeatundai the Fkot- 
da tnttj of hsr righu bj Spun.— jIil £d. 
t HaiBun'a roya(e« and Ttarata, p. 173, 1M> 10% 2M, 
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dMndoned it. P«rhap« it may be mmintained, that 
tbe expeditioD of Lewis and Clarke, in 1800, gave 
them some claim to the sontheni branch of the 
stream 'named after tbe former trareller, with the 
fertile cbnntry on the banks. But efen this rests 
on doiibtful grounds, and they appear, from the 
statements jast made, to have no nght whatever to 
the region northward of that river. The free navi- 
gation of tbe Columbia is the more important to 
British interests, as none of the more northern 
streams can be passed even by boats to any distance 
upward.* Hopes were for some time entertained 

' It will not be amin lo state, in a (ummary waj, the prin- 
dpal nouods on which the territorr w«M of (he Roekj Hmuit- 
■tni, inclDded between the ^d and 4eth degree* of Uuiiide, ez- 
IradiDg to the Pacific Ocean, and now known s« tbe Or^m^ 
Tenitoty, ia claimed by the United Statea : Pint, Ihej conttder 
that the 19tli parallEl oT latitude is their true nonhweetem 
boundary. From thii Lake of the Wonde u the Rocky Mount- 
■ina, tbia line has been settled by the treaty of 1T83 ; ao that thas 
&r there is no dispute. It would seem, iherefbra, aa beCwMB 
Engiaod and the United States, *upporai|Dallherpowerlopoa- 
eeaasupenor cLaioutoihe country beyond the Itbcky Uount- 
ami, that the aama paiallel of lititode ahould conatitnte the 
boundary-line west of thoae moontaina. Now, when thie line ct 
bonndanwaa ^read opon in 1TB3, En^and laid no claiMWhit- 
«ner to Oie country aonih of Hand wMt of the Rocky Uanntaina. 
Afain, in 1803, tbe United 5taleepuichaaad of Franoa the whole 
of Louisiana. The weslem limits of this prorlnce were entirely 
ondefined ; but it> northwestern boundan had been deioimmed 
t>ythelreatyof Utrecht, in 17J3, to be the tSlh panllsl (tf latt- 
tnde; ao that, by acquiring this territorr, the United Slst«s 
came into poaaessiOD of all the rights of Fnoceander that treaty, 
to the couDliy lying south of this line. Up to tbe year 1805, the 
Otegon Territory had been claimed b^ Spain. There is. indeed, 
no doubt that its coiiita were firat discoiered by Spanish nari- 
gaton ; and tUs, with the actnal occupation of the country iis- 
medialely aouth by Spaniah settlemenis, would aeem to gire a 
atrrau colont of right lo such a claim. But, by Ilia treaty of 
Florida in 1806, Spain relinqnisbed all her rights to this tetiitoiT 
in favour of tbe United Statea. 

Nearly the whole of the Oregon Territory is watered by the 
Columbia and iu branchsL The motUh of tbia lirer was first 
discorered and mtered by aa American navigator, Captuu Oraj. 
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fron the one c«ll«d the Fntaer; bnt irtten Govwn- 
or Simpscm descended it in 1838, he found the ps»- 
■age moat perUooSi and made eo maDy hairbreadth 
Mcapee, th&t it was not judged prndeat to attempt 
ratuming by the same way. Tbe territory imtne- 
diateljr to the north of the Coiumbia is named New 
Geo^ta. Farther, in tiie same direction, are New 
Hanover, New Cornwall, wid New Norfolk, nantea 
given by Cook, Vancouver, and other British ex- 
plorers, the interior of which belongs indisputably 
to England, but the Russians posaeaa the coast, in 
virtue of tbe discoveries of Behring, and as secured 
to them by tbe treaty of 1835. This cession, how- 
ev.er, has not prevented the company from estab- 
Ushin^ a number of fishing-stations along the shore. 
Besides these trading stations, the same body have 
an important agricultural settlement on the Red 
Biver, which, rises within the territiyy of the United 
States, and, Sowing oorlh ward, joins the Aasineboin, 
after which the united stream falls mto Lake Win- 
nipeg. Here, in 1813, the late Earl of Selkirk es- 
tablished a colony, which suffered severely from the 
hostility of tbe Indians and of the northwest adven- 
turers. Some years ago, the company adopted the 
|rtan of assigning lots of land to meritorious ser- 
vants retired from active dnty ; and man;^, not only 
Indiana, but Europeans who had married native 
women, gladly accepted this boon. Hence the col- 
ony, within a short period, rose from a populatioa 
of SOO to not less than 5000. The grants consist 
of about 100 acres each, with six chains frontage on 
the water, and reaching a mile inland, while the 
whole extends about forty milea along the river. A 



, — _ ,_, American lOTBniDMat for 

thii purpow ; snd these tmiellen were tbe fint of all ciriliied 
men to Tiail iti waten. Finntlj, cilkena of Ibe United Statea 
were tbe fint to occnpr thie countij by actual leUlenwDC — 
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aara mtAet for their Buiplas pioduce is secured by 
the dtinatid for proviaiotia eo the several settle- 
meola. The colonists, iDcluding the Indisus, pro- 
fess Chriatiaoitjr. and follow the habits of civilized 
life. Thirteen schools and sevea places of worabip, 
Piotestant and Catholic, are maiaiained by the di- 
rectors. A strict watch must be kept against the 
Indians of the prairie, who, howerer, cuinot mako 
head in *^n contest against the sDperior arms and 
disciEdineof the settlers. This estabhshment is un- 
der the jurisdiction of a. separate governor and coun- 
cil, subordinate, however, to the governor resident 
at York Fort ; and it is divided into four districts, 
wUh two magistrates over each. 

The conqmny's vessels, carrying out the supplies 
and stores to Hudaoo's Bay, sail from London on 
the 1st June, so as to arrive about the end of Ao- 
gust, when the navigation becomes everywhere 
open. They then deposite theif cargoes, which re- 
main in store till the commencement of the enauing 
aeason ; when, in return, they receive furs and other 
articles which have been brought from the interior, 
and commence their voyage to England, if possible, 
before the end of September. The ships employed 
in the trade of the western territory, that, namely, 
which stretches along the shores of the Pacinc 
Ocean, leave the riverThames in the month of No- 
vember, and, sailing round Cape Horn, arrive at Fort 
Vancouver in the following May. In the return 
voyage a similar order is obaerved. Consulting the 
convenience of the trade and the periodical nature 
of the prevailing winds, the shippers leave Nootka 
Sound and the mouth of the Columbia towards the 
close of the year, and reach London about the be- 
ginning of summer. It is thus manifest that two 
vessels mast be employed in accomplishing the ex- 
change of an annual ca^o. As to the principal 
commodities obtaiued in these distant regions, it 
may be observed that they are, in general, the same 

Vm^ II.— Y 
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as thoae on irtdch the Hudtoa'a Bay Company set 
ths greatest tsIdb in other parts of Uieir territory. 
The skin of the sea-otter has always brought a high 
price, heing esteemed the most precious spectes of 
peltry to be found on the wesleni botdeis of Amer- 
ica. The beat maitot for it in former ttmee was 
China ; but, nntil the Bast India trade was thrown 
open, no inducement was presented to Bntiatt shipt 
to carry a cs^ thither, not being allowed to load 
in any port of that empire. Hence the Northwest 
Company for several years chartered a sliip from 
Boshm, through which they carried on the traffic ; 
hut of late, owing to the causes dready asaigned, 
the aavage mode of culture and the derasMion cois- 
mitted by private interlopers, the (piantity has be- 
come so small as no longer to repay the expense* 
of such a voyage. , 

The following is an acconnt of the fns e^ioeed 
for sale by the Hudson's Bay Company in Decem- 
ber of the four yean 1B34, 5, S, 7: 



„.,„..G.K,yl. 
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The valua of furs, which are nuMtly articles of 
lazuiy, Tsries ia aa extraordinair manifer with the 
changes of fashion. Mr. M'OullaGh, On good bu- 
thority, states that the price flucttiates, in the coarse 
of a single year, fh>m 100 to 300 per cent. ; and we 
are assured that tUs range is often exceeded. 



CHAPTER IX. 

GtneTtd Summary. 

G«ii«nl R«tnapect. — Eitectof British America. — Pniportlaii 
coltinled.— Prodiic«.-~Expoiti of Timber r~FiitMiT.—ABri- 
caKonl Priidacl«.~-Iiiipan>.— ShippiiiE.— Namber of ifmi- 
mntf for Ibe lut S«Tenleea Yean.— ^terior Communie** 
tuiu.— Iliosa pnwoeed b]> Hr. Ballet.— Othsn Bira«Uil. — 
WeUind and St. Lawrence Canals.— Populatf 



Althoodr the different parts of British America 
have been successively treated of, there still ap- 
pears room for a general retrospect^ exhibiting that 
portion of the British empire under a combined view. 

It appears desirable, in the first place, to form an 
estimate of the entire surface ; but, as we shall not 
include mere rocks, and wastes never likely to be 
turned Ho any useful account, we necessarily leave 
out Newfoundland and the Hudson's Bay Territory, 
although considerable portions of the latter, at some 
future period, may become valuable. The Bermo* 
das, on the other hand, are too small and detached 
to be taken into the survey. 

We begin with Lower Canada, which, as formeriy 
observed, is estimated by H. Bonchette at 306,863 
square miles ; but aa part of it reaches beyond the 
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ts unproductive, 90,000 of these may be deducted. 
The whole, however, of Upper Caaada, Nova Sco- 
tia, New- Brunswick, and Prince Edwacd Island, 
may fairly be included, since, though there are cer- 
tain waste tracts in them, they posaeas, upon the 
whole, ntther more than average fertility. We 
shall then have, 

LowOTCanada . lllMlOO 

l^pperCumU . '. . 141,000 

Now-BmuiHck . . 211,900 

Prince Ednud blud . 2,100 

299,600 
The area of Great Britain and Ireland is only 
131,863 square milea, not much above a third of 
that now stated, so that the transatlantic portion of 
the empire, at present considered only as an ap- - 
psndai^, may one day be much the more important 
of the two. 

If from the vast surface of these provinces we 
turn our attention to the proportion actually culti- 
vated, a striking proof will be afforded of their in- 
fant state. The following may be given as the most 
recBnt account : 

Lower Cuwds in 1S31, 2,066,000, MV now 2,200,000 

Upper Cuiula ia 1B3S .... 1,308,000 

NOTB Beotk W0,0D0 

New-Biuiuwick 250,000* 

Prince Edwud lalutd .... 100,000 

4,258,00% 

making only 6650 square miles, or Jiltle more than 
1-eoth of the whole. It is obvious, therefore, what 
vast scope is still afforded for industry and an in- 
creasing population. 
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Jhg Staple of the GOlonieB, u Uiey advance je 
improvemeat, tavat be agricultunl prodace, to be 
diBposed of in exchange for manufactured goods 
aoa foreign Inxuiiea. As yet this export is not of 
very large amount, being leesened by the snccesa- 
ive airivBl of emigrants, who must for some time 
be conanmers; but there can be no doubt that it 
will ultimately take the lead of every other. The 
colonists seem hardly treated in having a. duty of 
bt. imposed on their wheat, in addition to the heavy 
flight across the Atlantic ; there being no reason 
why they should in this re^ct be less favourably 
dealt with than Ireland. The supply would only 
increase gradually with the augmenting population 
of the United Kingdom; nor would it be attended 
with that uncertainty which is a serious objection 
to any dependance upon foreign import, while, in 
retum, A sure market would be opened for the man> 
nfkctures of England. 

Timber is a product at present of first-rate im< 
pOTtance, though it must gradually decrease with 
the progress of cultivation. The stock, however, 
is BO immense, that ages most elapse before it can 
be exhausted. Independently of the favour this 
trade enjoys in Britain, a demand is rising in the 
Atlantic states, which, being gradually denuded of 
their own forests, are expected to afford a perma^ 
sent and increasing market. 

Thrpughout these colonies manufactures must for 
ages remain confined to a few bulky articles. 

Wood and lumber, in various forms, comprise as 
yet the most important branch of exports. Tha 
mode of procuring and preparing them, with the 
encouragemem afiorded to the sale in Britain, have 
been already described. Canada still yields tho 
largest and most valuable supply; New- Brunswick, 
which ranks next, is little inferior; and Nova Sco- 
tia, with its adjacent islands, though much lower, is 
still couBiderable. The following table exhibits the 
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Ash, birch, ice. 

Haiti, Tank, &c. . 

Oora 

Deali, plutka. bonds, 

Ae. . . . 
Shingles . 
Lathwood 
tetavH ood headinfi 
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or these different kinds the timber, understood 
to be in log, goes slmost exclusively to Great Brit- 
ain and Ireland. Of that which is sawed into deals, 
boards, and plarks, the West Indies take nearly half, 
as well as a large proportion of the masts, osrs, 
staves, headings, ana all the shingles. The amount 
sent to foreign countries is inconsiderable. 

The fishery, which forms the next article, deci- 
dedly rivals the timber trade, especiedly when wa 
include the capture of seals, which, in mercantile 
language, is considered a branch of it- 



Hemngi 
Hackeret 
Sslinmi 
Other iuh 



ISIZ. I 1S33. 

Mt7,SH 1.501,844 1.1 
20,393 r " 

6,0T4 
S,D29 

BflTT 
a ,381 

LSM,40e'/0. 
249.004 Si 



~ 47,i3B 
3,S6S 

2,sa 

14.9GS 



Produce of Adienr \Liae,9Ul.i 
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Th« srtielM next i& importanM coBsut in Ibff 
pTodoce of land, >uoh as graia, live stock, and salted 
prorjeioq^. fbese, for reasons already noticed, an 
' not }|et of first-rate consequence, nor have they even 
MthiB the last few y^ars been increasing ; though 
it is obvious tha^ if the colonies continue pros- 
^rona, they ifuial bjecbnte the most valuable of all. 

Wboat 
Pthn grain 
WbaM flour 

Pthoi flODi or : . 

Btefifotk, baeon, &c 
Baaid sad biacoit 
BoUsiuxlchMn 
HonM . . 
Ckttle, ibMp, hogi 

ToUl . 
^e wheat is exported almost ^^fclifsjyel^ to 
pnnin : the flonr, other grain, and salted provisioqjii 
to the 9^est Indies. A large stock 9f hqraea, ^; 
T^ in 1-^9 sent from Nova Scoti^ to the Umte<f 
States. Small quantities of beef and pq A ^re ^ta^ 
times i)r()04red from the latter country and r^pz- 

There ^^e several other articles of considpniblQ 
value; such aaasbeB.Hbipped from Canada to Qr^tt 
Britain; cp^ t^d gypsum, from Nova Scotia^ Cape 
Breton, arid New-Brunswick, to the United States; 
9nd salt from the last-mentioned colony, sent to the 
Same quarter. The amount has been piea aa fol- 



1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


1835. 


i.l77,4M 


LlT<,7« 


1.90,411 


US,100 




1,21! 




















468 


31,M: 






17,0501 










l,SS1 


3,iaf 


4,205 


4,497 










2,0*3 






726 


(.276,275 


1^,523 


1.171,014 


1.121,506 





1832. 


1833. 


1834. 


IB3S. 


iSS : : : : 

ar-: .■ ; : 


L201,717 
27,870 

I6;iee 

13,312 


(.174,468 
32JS0 
34,224 

.7.817 


(.ioe,3ii< 


1181,506 
23,930 
1«,9«> 

7473 


Tctil . . . 


ItSStilM 


i.I4l.«W 


lAsam 


U»,S8B 
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W« my now fonn • genenl nmunuTof the ax- 
ports far the period juat spocified. 



183S. 


1B33. 


1S34. 


18U. 


i.oea,30» 
79a,8ai 

376,875 

ass.iee 


i.S50.3S5I.l,2a7,63B 
ei6.0Bl 846,073 
336.533 171,014 
2*8,659 168,067 
173,S8T 1M,33S 


S29,Sm 
16t,0« 


1.2,400,880 


1.8,613,537 


LB,6il,01B 


lS,TfM,aM 



The countriea to which the principal exports took 
place were these : 





1833. 


1B33. 


1834. 


183S. 


Glut Britain . 


I.l,i38,5B8 


1.1,376,333 


L1.429.7B8 


11,479,177 


Inlwd . . 


3I0,MS 


287,593 


301,673 


040,816 


Poniig.1 , . 


im.Tee 


87,066 


165,025 


lB3,3»t 


8i»m,nitbOibnl- 










ta . . 


52,470 


I24,!>44 


70,628 


ftt,e03 


Italj . . 


SS,4S7 


8S^ 


77,348 


30,631 


Briutb WeM In- 










die* . . 


30T,4lfl 


434,536 


38e,S«l 


446,900 


CnitadStatda . 


13&,27S 


1313S3 


95,787 


140,313 




*6,134 


60,768 


26,017 


37,206 


Other StaW* dF'S. 
America 






7,301 


10,176 


Ttiimu . 


'23;iW 


'35,100 


41,110 


B4.79T 



The impoTts Kre ezceediogly Tarioua, including 
almost erei? article beyond the common necessaries 
of life. The leading brancbes are manufactured 
goods of aO descriptions, almost exclusively fur- 
nished hy Britain; tropical produce, chiefly from 
the West Indies; wine and other products of the 
more southern cUmstes, usually introduced through 
the medium of England or Gibraltar. Lastly, though 
grsin and provisions are generally an export staple, 
yet Newfoandland and New- Brunswick, eubeisting 
alniost entirely by fishery and the timber trade, are 
obliged to import large quantities. Tbe supplies 
drawn from the other colonies do not appear m tbe 
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ftom Briuin and Ireland, from Hunbprgh, and tbo 
UniWd State;). 

The following exhibita a ■uminar; of the im- 
ports : 



Hurafacnn'd im^ LI ,8»,Bm 



441,713 
87,580 
317,840 



l.l,B31ja» 

700,180 
196,4n 

643,ne 

83,968 
223,473 



l.l,413,ST7 
e27,BflO 
128,689 



Tol^ ■ |r.3,4ST,TS0|^t347 

poDDtriea Grom yirnh imported 



(.1331,001 
802,887 

laafiso 

386,80e 



442,W4 

187,180 ST6,S0O 



BiiUk 

£«iN>d 



Oernuor with ^m- 



Brituh W««t Indie* 
Foraignda' 

Unitad SutM 



18S*. 


1B33. 


1834. 


1?3J. 


^'^ 


^*« 


Ll,777,23a 
43,81fl 


(A330,S43 
44.764 


21.114 


21^ 


lB.tW 


1B,1« 


45,174 


118,415 


110,«1 


09,122 


13,2ff7 


19,788 


ist.s'h* 


14,122 


40,261 


38JS5T 


e4.9«! 


18,838 


8,409 


8,579 


bit' 


56 


10,893 


7,61! 


7,3ia 


2,059 


149,575 


239,282 


138,530 


54,237 


437,8<T7 


355J10 


386,»4 


403,804 


S,«l 


7753 


11,950 


8,7T6 


386,081 


413,858 


299,237 


ET1,06B 


3.908 


» 


8,048 


13 


19,828 


38,756 


17,880 


41898 


18,458 


22,920 


38,028 



The foUowing i* a st&temant of the shipping em- 

goyed during the suno yoani.in the trade between 
reat Bqtaia ^oA IhfiHft colonies : 



p. 123-119 i 1835, p. 9»-119. 
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.... 


1" 


»>. 


OMpaf. 




■^ 


Tom. 


*^ 


tul. 


1832 
1833 
ISU 
1835 


18SS 
188S 
190D 
lUI 


503,325 
512,677 
523,0M 
H0,32S 


ISST 
lTG6 

2139 


487,628 
421,165 
602,515 
610,716 



The whole ainoimt emplojrvcl by the cpltniists in 
their intercourae with kU parts of the world wis 
ninch larger: being in 1S35 not less than io,OOB 
sliIpB, 1,190,638 tons inward; and 9301 ahiiNi, 
1,1&1,IS1 tons ontward.* 

A recent partiameutaiy paMr Bhbws the amoant 
of shippiM biult in BritiA America from 1S14 tO' 
1837. 



1614 



fwBb. 


tm 


1826 




150 


16,580 


627 


418 


3B1 


ES,448 


8SS 


377 


SOS 


16,610 


829 


332 




13,243 


830 






18,568 




385 


























188 


19,135 


183* 


350 


293 
432 


SS 


1836 

1837 


M 



3a,15S 



45,037 
51.169 
«,7«7 



The foOowiag is a slatemeDt of thfi number of 
flmigrants from IB91, when the great tide bMan to 
flow into Canada. Tli« list, down to isas inchiBive, 
professes to include the whole namber who went 
to Biitiah America, of whom, howerer, the Cmadian 



no means ao complefe aa the rest. 



■ CuiiDiti 
10, 13, Is 



itcd fton Ctdunid tUla^ 1634, p. 131, 122} IfflS, p. 



". C=""8fc 



aWHWMLL SDIUIUIT. 

12,t10 183t . 

11,381 1932 . 

8,133 1833 . 

7,311 183* . 

S,Til 183S . 

13,81) 1830 . 

12,6iS 1837 . 
12,064 

1S,MS Total munli 
28,000 



21,782 
30,639 
l^SZT 
27,722 
21,901 



Tbe following is a comparative Btatement of the 
'quarters wbeuce these emigrants came during the 
the last eight years : 







IWl. 










lau 


^ffiS-.. 








SMO 
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4M 




T*y 
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There is perhaps qo oliiject at present of so great 
importance for tke advancement of industry in the 
colonies as the formation of roads and other means 
of internal communication. Nearly the whole wa- 
ter hoDUge, to a consMenble depth inland, has now 
been occupied ; and the inhabitants of the interior 
tr&itts, from their remote situation, are incapable of 
procuhDg in exchange for Aeir produce the Inxuriea 
or evm the comforM of life. This e*il, however, 
through the eSbrt* of modem ingenuity, may be al- 
non completely remedied by the constraetioo of 
canals and railways ; and the atrong recommanda- 
tions of 'Lord Dorham and Mr. Buller give reason 
to hope that such worka will ere long be commen- 
ced on an- extensive scale. Yet it ia impossible not 
to look with some degree of apprehension to these 
■mdertalunga, when we recollect the Grana and 
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Royal Canals inlrelaiul, the CEdedonian in Scotland, 
' and the Rideau in Canadft, on which enormous sumg 
have been expended with little or no practical ben- 
efit. . Even the Weiland and the Ship Canal of the 
St. Lawrence, though spirited attempts in an infant 
colony, were prematnre, and 'accordingly remain 

C incomplete. The La Chine Canal and the La 
rie Railroad are perhaps the only aimilar works 
in thA country whicn have been of much real use. 
The danger arises merely from jobbing, though thia 
cannot be too carefully guarded against, but also 
from the influence of popular eicitement. Works 
of an imposing aspect, of great extent, connecting 
distant parts, and overcoming vast obstacles, are 
those which rouse enthusiasm, and there is then 
but little leisure to discuss the humble but all-im- 
portant question, what traffic is likely to pass along 
the line. We feel the more alarmed, too, as some 
such impulses appear to have suggested certain of 
Mr. Buller'a recommendations, and which, for that 
reason, we shall take leave to sift somewhat care- 
fuUy. 

The most ext«nuve is the proposed railroad from 
Halifax to Quebec, which haa, we preanme, beoa 
■abstituted for that lately prelected from St. An- 
drews, in New-Brunswick.' The distance may be 
about TOO miles, and the expense must considerably 
exceed one millioQ sterling, while there is great 
reason to doubt whether any benefit would be 
reaped at all commensurate to this expenditure. 
There cannot be much commerce between two 
countries, of which the productions are nearly iden- 
tical, the one having scarcely a surplus article of 
which the other has not also more than enough. 
It appears to be supposed, indeed, that Halifax 
wDoId tiiereby become an ontport to Qnebec, and 
Ibat shipmasters, to avoid the tedious and some- 
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what daogoroua circait by the St. Lawreace, wcnU 

E refer landing their ^oods on the Ailautic coast, to 
B forwarded by railway to the latter city.' We 
cannot help suspecting, however, that the merchants 
would incur some dday, and even a small risk, to 
haTe their goods broueht close to the warehoiue, 
and unshipped under their own eyes, rather than 
hare them landed at the distance of 700 miles, cod- 
veyed over that long space iu carriages, at M. sea- 
sons of the year, and then put on boaid again to 
croBs the St. Lawrence. In an agricultural view, 
nine tenths of the line are of no value ; and though 
some scattered settlemec^a might spring np in con- 
aeauence, this would be in direct opposition to Mr. 
Biuler's plan of condensing the population, and fill- 
ing up the thinly-peopled mstricts, already occupied 
by colaaists. It would also be very unjust lo lay 
heavy taxes on the proprietors of those lands, not 
that emigrants might be brought thither, but rather 
that they may be carried away to new and remote 
legions. 

Another scheme which has been favourably re- 
ceived, is that proposed by Mr. Shirreff of Fitzroy, 
of a navigable communication between Lake HurOn 
«nd the Ottawa, combined with the improvement 
of the upper part of that river.f These, no doubt, 
are important objects, and may be realized at a fu- 
ture period; but any attempt to accomplish them 
at present seems wild in the extreme. There is 
not, it is probable, on the whole line of the propo- 
sed navigation, a single human dwelling, except a 
few Indian wigwams ; nor is there, perhaps, a cul- 
tivated field within a hundred miles of either eitd 
of it. Supposing a few settlers to be drawn into 
this vast wilderness, the alluring them thither would, 
on the grounds above stated, be contrary both to 
policy and justice. In regard again to commeica 

• tapait, p. 114. t Bep«it, Appmdix B, p. 3S, lift. 
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irith th« inbnt states of the northwest, it wonU 
be easy to show that any expectations under this 
head mast be altogether premature. 

A railroad between Lake Ontario and Huron is 
alao mentioned. Such a woii will unquestionabty be 
of esfleotial importance, and that, too, at an earlier 
period than eitner of the others. But at present the 
shores of the last-mentioned expanse are little bet- 
ter than a desert. 

It may now be expected that we should ondear- 
our to suggest what might be considered as the 
lines really useful for opening up districts still lan- 
guishing for want of communication. We shrink 
not from this task. We undertake it, however, 
with great diffidence, as, without regular surreys 
made for the express purpose, Ae ad^tation of ft 
country for such objects can never be fully ascer- 
tained. 

One important question not Tery easily decided 
is that which lelates to the compsrstive advantago 
of railways and canals. So far as we can form a 
Judgment, the former may be said to supply tfao 
nore rapid and commodious conveyance, and also 
to be, in general, the more easily constructed work. 
But a canal seems to afford a much cheaper mode 
of carrjnng a great bulk of heavy goods; and for 
this reason it ia still used in preference, even sinos 
the rival communication baa been formed between 
the same points.* Where two great waters are to 
be united, a canal has alao thia advantage, that the 
cargoes can be conveyed in a single vessel from the 
shores of one to those of the other without the ex- 



intercourse may be, they ought to be numerous, 
simple, and practical, rather than splendid and cost- 
ly. We should likewue prefer to see employed 

■ H*Callcch'i IHctloMiyofCaamMcs, sit. Bulnad. 
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opon them Amwieao en^een, tceoatonMd to 
combiDe cheapness with nlility. lather than Euro- 
peans smbitious of produciDg a iiiagiiificeat work 
"^ a proud disregard of expense. 



Quebec to MoDLreal, on the soutbem side of tbe St. 
Lawrence, bb nearlr aa possible half way between 
the river and the ftontier. At St. John it would 
connect itself with the La Prairie REiilway, and by 
means of Lake Chamidatn secure a commuaicatioa 
with the United Ststea. It appears to us that this 
would open the country much more comidetely thaa 
oue from north to south, as [voposed by Mtyor 
Head,* while its benefit could be amply diffiwed by 
lateral communications. The hilly native of many 
of the tracts would no doubt oppose obalacles and 
require modifications; and in these circumstances 
a raUway might be tbe more easUy formed, and per- 
b^M prove more couTenient. The staple, being 
live stock, is leas bulky than grain, and more diffl- 
rult to convey by water. A apeedy mode of trav- 
elling between the two capitals would alM be ex- 
ceedingly beneficial. 

The eastern diatricts of Upper Canada enjoy con- 
siderable advantsBea, having the St. Lawrence oa 
the one side and the Ottawa on tbe other. Yet a 
railroad from Montreal, running midway betweea 
the two till it should strike the Ridean, would be 
of obvious benefit to tbe inland townships, and af- 
ford, at the same time, a direct and npid convey- 
ance to Kingston. 

In the three central districts it would be an ob- 
ject of the greatest importance to form lines siretcb- 
mg from the border of Lake Ontario northward into 
the interior. The Midland is well cultivated along 
tbe shore, but the inland part is less known, partly, 

• Loid Darhaa^ lUport, AppNidix B, p. m 
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ft may be, from the want of a. good comniunication. 
Some oae ought nnqnestionabl}; tobe formed, though 
our knowledge of the country is too limited to ena- 
ble us to determine what should be its precise na- 
ture or line. 

The Newcastle District is of more importance, 
having many flna township, chiefly in the interior. 
About twelve miles from Port Hope is Riee Lalce, 
and beyond a long chain of smaller and closely 
contiguous ones. It would seem that the best 
communication here would be accomplished by 
short canals connecting these waters with each 
other and with Ontario ; for while one vessel would 
serve to convey produce from the remotest of them, 
railways could not fail to lead to much inconvenience 
hi landing and reloading. The river Trent issues 
fVom Rice Lake, but its course is very winding, and 
terminates in the intricate shores of the Bay of 
Quints, BO that we doubt both whether it would re- 
pay the expense, and also if it would be expedient 
at present to incur that of a double line for the same 
tract of country. 

In the Home District it would be most desirable 
to connect Toronto with Lake Simcoe ; and, for the 
reasons just stated, there seems to be a great ad- 
rantage in accompliahing this by a canal, which at 
no distant period might be carried on to the Georgian 
Bay on LaJie Huron, where it would open np a vast 
extent of land for location. 

In regard to the London and Western Districts, 
there is an obvious call for a communication west- 
ward from the extremity of Lake Ontario. A rail- 
road in this direction, as well as to Lake Simcoe, 
was planned, and, indeed, voted by the Assembly, 
but never begun, we believe, for want of funda. 
Without expressing any decided opinion, we take 
letve to BBggest the question whether a canal, con- 
necting itself with the navigation of the Thames, 
ud. by t ihort cut tnm that river, with Great Bear 
Z3 
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CrMk, wonU DOt ba more Bdnatageotn. It miriit 
be ultimately canied to the main body of Lake Hu- 
nm; SDd,aatiie atapleof all tlioM<distiicta is grain, 
a heavy and bulky article, great advantages would 
arise fram this continuoua navisatkiD. 

These woriu would, we diink, place every put 
of the Canedas within a moderate aietance of water 
and railway conveyance. The cost wonld not prob- 
ably much exceed a million sterlina, while the en- ' 
tiro length would not be greater ui&a that of the 
aiogle railway proposed between Halifax and Que- 
bec Tbey would require, however, to be followed 
up by good common roads; and as the formaticm 
and management of these would be peculiarly lia.- 
ble to all the evila incident to public undertakings, 
there would be a groat advantage in securing, as 
the basis of the fund for defraying the expense, 
a local contribution among the owners of land. 
With respect to the roads lately made through- 
out the Highlands of Scotland, the course takea 
by the government was to double every sum raised 
for the purpose among the proprietors, and under 
this system most extensive benefits have been 
conferred on that tract of country. It ia true that 
vhere a wild district is to be newly opened, thero 
must be ro^ beforo there can be settlers to aid in 
makingthera; but, according to Mr. Buller's ofHnion, 
in which we incline to coincide, the preparatory step 
would be most successfully tdcen by compames or 
capitalists, whoae eyes would be enlightened by 
personal interest. Hence it is pediaps desirable 
tiiat such persons should take the lead, and be mere- 
ly seconded by government. 

With respect to the other colanies then uipeais 
not room for so many observations. Nova Scotia, 
owing to ita peninsDlar form and small breadth, 
■tands much lets in need of such wwks, while its 
rt^Ked surface would render the task extremely 
difficult. Tbe oomplstttHi of tlu Shnbwf iKJift Ca- 
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K nutter of obrioos impoitance, to which 
f add the cut from St. Peter's Bar '» the 



tbui for agricultanl purposes. The wants and 
capabilities of New-Brunswick on this bead are 
not much known. Generally speaking, its sea and 
river fronUffe is not filled up to a great depth, and 
there is yet little call for throniog open the interior. 
Short communicatiobfi leading iuand from the low- 
er course of the great rivers seem at present most 
required, nor does there appear any objection to 
■econd in some degree the efforts of the Laud 
Company established in that province. 

It may be proper, before concluding, to notice 
those immense works undertaken by the govern- 
ment of Upper Canada, and still unflnished. Wa 
have already expreased our regret that the large 
sums expended on them should not rather have 
been laid out on less ambitious but mora practical 
objects. However, as they are in great part exe- 
cuted, it is unfortunate that they should be allow- 
ed to remain whollj^ useless by being incomplete. 
Lord Darham haa indeed recommended, in the 
atrnngest terms, that they should be finished by 
means of a loan raised by the British government 
on the security of the future tolls. He even anti- 
cipates that the whole of the immense traffic which 
now passes along the Erie Canal, will then take thia 
new channel ana enrich Canada immensely. This 
conclusion we suspect to have been formed under 
the mfluence of representaiions made by some of 
those sanguine patriota who, as already obaerved. 
are BO apt to mislead on such occasions. They 
maintain that Montreal, being somewhat nearer to 
Lake Erie tbfti New- York, will then be generally 
preferred by the Americans; forgetting that a ves- 
sel after arriving there is stiU far from the ocean. 
At the suae time w« do not mean to eqraas Ktj 
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doubt that the whole works would ultimately pay. 
Independently of the growing prodnce of Upper 
Canada, as booh as Cleveland, Detroit, and other 
towDS OD Lake Erie shall liae in importance, their 
merchants will more and more prefer the em[doy- 
ment of the largest vessels which can pass throuxb 
these canals, and thus make the entire voyage di- 
rect to the Atlantic States, and even to Europe, 
without any need of transhipment. It were much 
to be regretted, therefore, if those works were not 
to be kept up in their present state, which yet can- 
not be done without some annual expense. If, 
then, it shall appear probable that, when comple- 
ted, they will yield a reWm in any degree ei;|uiva- 
lent to their cost, and the low interest at which a 
loan guarantied by the British government might 
be raised, the aid of the imperial treasury might be 
afforded with great advantage. 

To present a general view of the population of 
the North American colonies, we shall here give, 
in regard to each, the date and amount of the latest 
census, and, id another column, the probable iiumt>er 
at present, ajlowing for defects ana subsequent ac- 
cessions. 



CapB Breton 
Now-Bmaiwick 
Prince Edwud laUnd 
Newfaundlaad 



Of this number about a third are of French ori- 
~iii, boiag in Canada called Maiitaiu, in Nova Sootia 
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•nd New-SnniBwick Acadians. The basis of ths 
British populKtioD was formed by military settlers, 
but never rose to any great amount till the influx of 
loyaUst refugees from the old colonies after their 
separation. The citizens of the United States have 
more recently entered and squatted In considerable 
numbers along most of the frontier districts. The 
greatest accession, however, has been derived from 
immigration, which, since the begianing of ttiia cen- 
tury, and particularly during the last twenty years, 
has poured in a continued stream, filling with people 
extensive regions that were formerly desert. A 
population of a somewhat rude and peculiar charac- 
ter was created at an early period by the fishery in 
Newfoundland, and another more recently by the 
timber-trade in Canada and New- Brunswick. In 
each of the provinces there still remains a handful 
of native Indians. The habits and character of these 
different classes have been treated at some length 
under the respective heads. 

One of the questions at present most agitated ia 
tlie colonies is the important one which respects 
the provision for religious instmclion. It is dis- 
cussed with considerable warmth in the Canadag, 
where, as already observed, a large allotment of 
land, which circumstances are now rendering of 

rat value, has been set apart for that purpose. 
1S36, fifty-seven rectories, with parishes corre- 
sponding, were established in Upper Canada, where- 
by it was alleged that the English Church had been 
erected into a dominant establishment. The points 
in dispute are, flrst, whether the ministry should be 
supported, as in the United States, on the voluntary 
system by the contributions of the hearers, or 
whether provision should be made by the state; 
and then, in the latter case, on what religious per- 
suasion the endowment should be conferred. As to 
the first question, this evidently is not a place to en- 
ter upon die discussion of it ; and, if the rolmtaiT 
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principle were adopted, all inquiry as to the rule of 
distribution would of course be superseded. But if 
the numerous party who think that religious instnic- 
tion should be provided by the state shall prevail, 
the second question will become more difficult and 
pressing. 

In both sections of Great Britain, notwithstanding 
very extensive dissent, que form of religious pro- 
fession is so preponderant as to be more than e^ual 
to alt the others put together. But in the colonies, 
with the exception of the Catholics in Lower Can- 
ada, there is no such ruling sect. The Church of 
England forms only a. small minority, and will tikelj 
continue go, as the emigrating class will, it is prob- 
able, always include agreat'portion of Dissenters. 
The exclusive endowment of this church, therefore, 
though advocated with zeal by some powerful indi- 
viduals, could not take place without the deepest 
discontent in the great body of the community. 
The members of the Church of Scotland are con- 
siderably more numerous, and many of them highly 
respectable ; on which account there does not seem 
any reason, especially after the example of India, 
why provision ehould tie denied to them. These 
remarks were, in July, 183S, urged forcibly, though , 
perhaps too warmly, in a memorial to Sir George 
Arthur, by Mr. Gale, moderator of the Presbyterian. 

S~ mod.* But there sre, moreover, the two sects of 
ethodists and Baptists, who, with the Scotch Se- 
cedere, are perhaps more numerous than l>oth the 
established cburcnes put together. These cannot 
well be classed as Dissenters in Canada, because 
many of them originally came from the United 
States, bringing their creeds along with them; and 
if on any occasion they cultivated spiritual ground 
that haci been left unoccupied by others, this only 
increases their claims to regard. It will not be de- 
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ni«d by aay lliat they are capable of forming virtu- 
ODS men and loyal citizens ; and those who regard 
a public piovision for religion as a great good must 
own that to deprive it of the greater part of a com- 
munity is inflicting a severe hardship. In short, if 
an endowmeot ia to be given to the clergy, we do 
not see how the rights or peace of the colony can 
be secured without including the several classes 
now mentioned. 

There still remain the Roman Catholics, also a. 



greater difficnlty. The largest portion ai 
er Canada, where their priests are satisfied with 
their condition ; and it is worthy of remark, that re- 
ligious dissension had no part in the recent dieturb- 
uices. But the members of this church abound 
alao in the other colonies, being augmented by the 
large immigration from Ireland ; and to exclude 
them from SH share in the distribution would be to 
plant a deep root of discontent in the colonies. 

By papers just laid before parliament, it appears 
that government are anxious lo settle this question 
in a manner that may prove satisfactory to the dif- 
ferent parties. Lord Gleuelg, in his despatch of the 
SSlh December, 1837, suggests the adoption of a prin- 
ciple which is said to nave been intftduced with 
happy eflfects in the Australian colonies. It is, 
" that the contributions of the state towards the 
support of the different Christian communions 
should be regulated by the extent of the voluntary 
efforts which the members of each should make for 
the promotion of the same general end." This 
seems, on the whole, in the circumstances of a 
young and growing country, the beat compromise 
that can be proposed; but it does not appear, by 
the latest accounts, that a^ adjuetmeat of this dif- 
flcutt point has yet been effected.* 
* CoitMpMidmict 00 the nbiKt of SsetoriM (STIli ttveh. 
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The general character of the poUtioal conatilt^ 
tion of the British colonieB is in all nearly unifonn. 
A governor, nomiaated and removed at will by the 
Bovereign, represents the supreme ex ecntive power. 
He is assisted by a couDcii, alao appointed, or al 
least sanctioned, by the crown, and who, in practice 
at least, being permanent, bave usually administer- 
ed all proviacial affairs. But this part of the sys- 
tem has been largely broken in upon, in order to 
eAtisfy the other branches of the government; the 
priacipal of which ia a popular aasembty, elected 
by almost universal suffrage, and without any of 
those aristocratic inSaences which Operate so 
strongly in England. They possess functions near- 
ly similar to those of the House of Commons, ex- 
cept that the same necessity has not been felt of 
bnnging the executive department into harmonr 
with the representative ; on the contrary, the two 
powers have in many instances continued long ia 
direct opposition. The political structure is com- 
pleted by a legislative council, whose members are 
nominated by the crown, on the recommendation 
of the governor, and hold their seats for life. This 
branch, since the commencement of political agita- 
tion, has, still mare than the executive, undergone 
violent collrcions with the popular assembly. It 
still possesses, however, a negative on all bills sent 
op from that body, and the same power is vested ia 
the governor; besides which, the British cabinet 
can, at any time in the course of two years, disal- 
low even an ^ct which has passed through the 
whole circle of colonial legislature. Nor is this 
last prerogative, as in the case of the monarch, 
nominal and obsolete, but, on the contrary, is in a 
course of habitual exercise. No new taxes can be 
impoaed without Ae consent of the several Bssem- 
bliea; and those actually levied are exceedingly 
light, since the beanest article of ej^nditure, be- 
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tag that for naTsl and militaiy defence, ia provided 
tor by the mother country. 

With this constitution the colonies appeared for 
a long time to be exceedingly well salisHed. Con- 
tent with aecnrity of property and freedom from ar- 
bitrary taxation, the popular branch scarcely aimed 
at anything father, or made any efforts to control 
the executive. But since the members have grown 
in wealth and numbers, political agitation has be- 
come familiar to them, and tbey have made several 
attempts to enlai^ their power. They have on 
some occasions sought to extend their privilegea 
by rash and violent means, end have been obsti- 
nately opposed by the other branches of the govern- 
ment. Under the bead of Canada, where these 
evils have been particularly conspicuous, we have 
already endeavoured, as far as possible, to trace 
their origin and to suggest a remedy. 

This, however, seems the proper place to discuss 
the proposition which Lord Durham has, with much 
ability, supported for a general legislative union of 
the cdoniea. He urges that many common objects 
might thereby be belter provided for; while iha 
animosities arising from race and local faction 
'wonld be in a great measure removed. More en- 
larged views would be inspired into the colonist, 
'wl^ now feels " the deadening influence of the nar- 
row and subordinate community to which he be- 
longs." In his. own and in the surrounding coloniea, 
" be finds petty objects occupying petty, statioaanr, 
and divided societies. " The influence," it is (m- 
aerved, "of the thoughts, feelings, and habits that 

Jirevail in a great nation like the United States, sub- 
ecta the small adjacent communities that are nom< 
inally independent of them." Such a union, too, 
-would afford scope for "the legitimate aspiratioaa 
of active and prominent persons, would elevate and 
gratify their hopes," and afl'ord the means ef "pa- 
eifying the turbulent amUtHHU, and of employing, ir 
Vol. 11.— A. 
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worthy and noUe occnpatioDB, the talents which 
nov are only exerted to fomeat disorder/"* 

It ia difficult to estimate the effects of anturan^e- 
tnent for which there exists no closely correspoDding 
precedent. The different Hlates, though not very 
remote, stsnd a good deal detached; and, so far as 
we can learn, the smaller ones are decidedly adverse 
to the union. They are aware that their deputies 
would be thereby exposed to increased expense, 
and they could hardly be expected to intrust their 
local concerns to a large convention, in which they 
would form only a small minority. The change, 
therefore, there is reason to fear, would lead to dis- 
sension, and that, too, at a time when it is particu~ 
tarly desirable that agitation should subside. But, 
supposing it effected, would it not looseo, if not ul- 
timately sever, the ties with the mother country 1 
Lord Durham urges that it would have the contrary 
effect, but upon grounds that seem rather vague and 
speculative. When, for instance, he stales, as one 
of his main argaments, that it would secure the col- 
onies against any undue interference on the part of 
the mother country, does he not admit that it would 
confer on them a greater independence ; and might 
not this be employed equally in resisting due inter- 
position t Supposing them seized with the commoa 
mania of excluding foreign manufactures, and for- 
cing their onn into premature use, would not the 
means of carrying out this erroneous view be great- 
jgmented; and might not the new naticmality 
JUS created be apt to kindle the ambition of ap- 
pearing as a distinct conntry on the theatre of .the 
world i 

We are thus led to inquire, whether there is no 
other plan by which Lord Durham's objects might 
be accomplished in a greater degree, without Uw 
cAJections to which his project is liable. 

* Saport, p. 1U-II4. 
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We concar with Lord Durh&m in tlie opinion that 
th« colonies muat be left in a great degree to the 
management of their own iDtemai conceras, But 
the wBDt of all influence on the general affairs of 
the empire might still seem to leave them in aa in* 
ferior position. " The colonist of Great Britain," 
says his lordship, " is linked, it ia true, to a mighty ■ 
empire; and the glories of its history, the visible 
signs of its present power, and the civilization of its 
people, are calculated to raise and gratify his na> 
tional pride. But he feelB alao that his Mak to that 
empire is one of remote dependance ; he catches 
but passing and inadequate glimpses of its power 
and prosperity ; he knows that in its government 
Me and hii countrymen have no voice ; while his neigh- 
bour on the other side of the frontier assumes im- 
portance, from the notion that his vote exercises 
some ioSuence on the councils, and that he himself 
- has some share in the onward progress of a mighty 
nation." We cannot help thinking, however, that 
his lordship's plan of raising up a more extended 
American nationaliiy, though it might be some bar- 
Tier against a disposition to coalesce with the Slates, 
would have a very imperfect and even doubtful ef- 
fect in strengthenmg the ties with Britain. It would 
Kppear that the best expedient is the one long ago 
proposed by the sagacious mind of Adam Smith, and 
which has never yet, perhaps, 'been duly consider- 
ed ; namely, the allowing them to send representa-' 
tives to the imperial parliament. They would 
thereby be convened from subject appendages to 
integral portions of the vast British empire. Their 
aspiring statesmen would have a field opened to 
their ambition far superior to that of a conventloa 
of united colonies ; and they would see this great- 
ness inseparably connected with the maintenanc* 
of the union. They would come in contact here 
with public men, not, indeed, free from violent par- 
tisansbip, yet imbued, oa the whole, with moie dig- 
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nified, temperate, and ststetiiuii-likfl views thta 
nsaally uiimate Uie men^ra of a proTiocial l^i^ 
latare. They might also, upon their return, diffuse 
«n improved political feeliiig antoiig their cmmOy- 
men. 

There would no doubt be difficulties in the meas- 
nre, and the union could not at first, perhaps, be 
made complete. The colonists, at present) would 
scarcely coDsent to intrust their local concerns, or 
yield the power of taxing them, to an assembly so 
remote, and in which their members would form so 
small a minority. For these purposes local parlifr- 
menta might still seem to be necessary. But the 
arrangement, could it be effected, woold prove an 
nnaUoyed privilege, and the otijects both of feeling 
and interest, which have sometimes rendered socE 
achemes unpopular, would be gradually obviated. 
At the commencement there would not be any oc- 
casion on their part to demand a very large nombei 
of representatives, which indeed would be in many 
respects inconvenient. Fifteen or sixteen might M 
deemed ouite enough, and would not, in fact, when 
comparea with the population, be much inferior to 
the proportion sent by Ireland. Nor would sucli 
an increase make any material addition to the mem- 
bers who already crowd the House of Commona. 
Owing to the paucity of independent fortunes in the 
colonies, it would probably be necessary to pay tha 
deputies; aivl should there be any difficulty m find- 
ing a sufficient number of natives to undertake tba 
office, there would be no want of British statesmen 
ready to become candidates for the honoor of sup- 
plying their place. 
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lOTT, U., CM. 
Oanit DUMei, Lowtr Cuwdi, L, 



Nawftnndlud, IM^ 

QlDniBnl Vtnnana, iTlW. 
Ooal Iilintf, Nlifua OtuBn^ L, 

Goai BopF, Fort, oa Mittemto 

Oora DUnnn, WaMarn (UtWou, 

Uppar Canada, 1., (9. 
Ooahiid, Earl of, t., »7-«I4. 
Oreal BIsti Lika, 1[., IM. 
Gnr, Cam., dlatonn OotumUR 

RlTar. IL, MS. 
0(iirBUeam,U., 10. 



Baad, SlrF.B.iiDTBiiacof TTnar 

0<nBd>,<..lH,lT4; UaiarifM. 

Urn,!, aw. 

Hixna DliUkt, OMHnl dlTWa^ 

Vfon Cuudi, I., H. 
H apaaan , [1,181. 



98. ga : rdlfknu ldn», tOt-ICIT ; 
IniporliiEice auiehAd Lo dreutu, 
Ita; MintUHj DT luudtui nng^, 




ij^w 



Bick, KMM: or D«m Md 
Mnima, 01,01 ; Inllui lilbw, 

M1-M4; AnMitou iIilBi. MO^ 

IH' Ksd Blnr timltiaiml, W. 

Bvdml Bar Caouur, U., IM, 

IBt, IMi IM i>HfUsiM, minitu- 

■Bd tel^ Mi-MT ; u|HU «nd 
InpKOv aUjipliif, lU. Ste 
NoflhwaM Fur Cbbpuit. 

Bdl, a«n., tail dsAU,!., et, W. 

■oUv. IWUw moda oT, L, g], H 1 
Hutam^ Dir TwriUrr. u . IIB 

BDi«i,L*ka,L,M,>l. 

Hwou * uUn biBu 
lM,lt7; 

mow. iTiUniTr 

faitaiii, ■•tba. InliAlUnf Guuda, 
U n-Itt, Mt-Mt; Ihalr UDdl- 
tfoa «a4 pknlul cbuiogr, 71- 
Ms kMlUy Mnonk, T8; dnn 
n* maant^ TO-dl: Hmtai 
and MHwiH «r O* (kill. 81, n; 
MdH sf ■■MMM«7kainfp(, 
«M8; kHiluttiHia, Mi luoM, 
■0; n«lileMiHlM,«0; diflMoB 

K4f t nwiyf M BUIdno, M, 
Mi UMlr iMdlMMl dttmiMr, 



««-m. 

bniiiiili Indian* or Fin KuioM 
L, ir-lW: mn wJih iba Al- 
■aHidn, IK-IU; tmty «kk 
the IlwBBi, ISI : munlorwu, 
IWj llMdilMMU>irru|iiloiu.I«6- 
ITi; MlluDa wtUi Itaa Bn^liah, 
1SI{ eoueau will) ite Fnncb, 
ie4-lMi fM^fleuloQ oOMsd, 

X 
Jaeqiwa Cartln diKimn Uw Bt. 
Jaeqnefe CanLor Blw, l^wtr Caa* 
Jinua't voyofa lo nudaon^ Bay, 



' bjr Ika Ito- 



Kdnpl, Blr Jamaa, fofinioc of 

CaiwdB. L, M7. 
Klnf'a Poof CampUT, Lamr 

Canuta, U., SU. 
Kbinua, Upptr Canata, l.,S«, OI, 



IM; aatUanMiua, ilB; niablbA- 
nwiua bv ita Horailaa mlaUm- 

aiiiB, iw-iMi EiqiiiiaHu, m. 
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L» CUoe Caiat, Ijiwir Canadi, 

La Have, Hon Beotli, U., 92, H. 

La Prairie RallnnJi lU, 3M. 
La Tout, hla HWHaaUn* [n Ndtb 
BcoUa, U., 36-38. 



lrii», Weateni divlahn, 
iiada, 1,, M. 

Capa BretoD, taken br 
b,ll., Ht-H, rain* or, 

ie.batUaof, 1., HI. 
waDljr. Nova SeotU, 



M-Nab. srrs, «8, 179, 

8a; Bivor', npper CiLudi, L, «!' 

MaL Bay, I., 43,' '' 

HanltDu, Uw fnaidlaa aplill of the 

Indian, L,llS».llS. 
Hanluulln Itlanil, Gntt, Uner 

Canada, L, 31, lot. 

Manin, li.', MS. ' 

Hay, HeniT, ahl^twreck ajid dellv. 

Meln, Fori, u^tartmtianj atlack- 
edtq' llM Brillab, L, 133. 

BflBmla, an [udllil iiiba, L, 1«S. 

Hicblgan. Lilu,),, 3S, 

MiolilliiniacUnu, Fori, 1., ITS, IM, 
WT, 300 ; lakan by (he BrlUih, 
fU ; Anwrican au»k npulMd, 

Mlcmte Indiana of Nora Bsodaaad 
Now-Brunawlck, 73, 74, 88, 

Miillenil DlalricI, 6iiilral dlTigMD, 
Upper Canada, t,, A8, 

Hlou Baaln or Bay, Nor* SooOa, 

Hlntan •MiloDMIL 1., S8. 
'ijuniilu Rltsr, Kew-BnuMWiek, 



diana, L, IBT, III, 173, IM, JM^ ' 
BlnhodiM mlBlDn, I., Ml ; Hea*- 
Tian bnllinn, iL, lU, IM. 
UUadaHppI Biter, Upper Canaia, 

Uohawka, an Indian itUh, L, ir, 
171, irT,»0,301. 

HontoLlni, mrquia dc^ ndocM 
Fmii OiiwMD and WllUam B<a- 
ry, 1., 311 ; lila deaih, til 



n or Ibe nir Irade, U ; cBpM- 

allerwaid evacoaMi], by Ilw 
irtcana, SIB, 931 ; duntpllod, 

Mulrcol, laland oT, 1., 48. 

Fort, HadioD^ Bay TotU^ 
J.,at4;TlTar, tSL 



lavy By. I,, M, 

telaon River, Hoteo^ Btj Tati- 
lory, IL, 109, 
JeW'Bnibawlek. Uhatt and da- 

•crlptUm oE; 0. 



i,ea,Da; aocniaaa 

, . )or,8T-SB; aollan* 

cUjdUc BI.BI : Umbw^rtda. a»- 
87; niDdaBroilactJislbgtfalAar, 

bar, 8>; popntuloa, 8T, 8B; rtfl- 
(looa inatraotlon, 8S, 8» ; adu- 
Uoo, CDBaUInUon, nroiBa, w; 
mlUluy daAoc*, to, 



^«, appa OoadM , ie. 

dwrtpikia oC W, 100; m* Onu 
Buk, Ml: dlnxvy «r Um M- 
■nd, lOlj ally Oiliuia, ll»i 
BntMtnnpUUMUInMM: cA- 
aalw bT Laid Baltinum uid 
oUitra, in; HnKDiMn of tta 
t^mwD, UH; CMMMi wHh 

FWK*, lOe-llll nUBiDB 1 

■ht >u^ lll'Uti >flM« «f 

•T«ui,ll«-114; nHMnluOils 
IK; cod tibtrj, nod* of con- 

dwalui it, m- 198 1 pndiuiB, Itt ; 
•nll2*T, 1)8-1 WiUtlaiilum!, 
W; «ininHr«,lM; PimtlaDd 



lIlMu praBa . , 

^; BUl<«IoiU>iu,I3(),llT. 
MJuin BlT« or Cliuiiiel, Uppai 

C^iwls, L.,33i dMcrlMkHiiifUia 

Fill^«7-3a. 
MUnn DIMTlM, WeMsn dlfUso, 

UHMTOuiid*, !.,««. 
main. Fin, ukea tr Ibi BiUli^ 



■I Far CMUfui]', IL, IW; 



Bonud wlib (to Hatau^ Bv 

Nora ScottVEHiHil d**! 
hlMKT 07,11, 11-dTi 



jaAlamdgr.n.X; 

•Tdarariin«iwU«rMM,Sl; «• 
dsd to tilt Frnteb, M; «iiit«ti 
■msng lb* pnixMon. 16, »7; 
l*k(D by OSnr Cnaanll ud 
RfiUi mid* ovtr is Fniic*, 3T, 



n; «Bqlln*db}tb«lll«Bu. 

ludUI, id, il i UDERd UA* 

IndtUM, 4a, IJi'acnmni oT 
HalUki, 47; (nr wUk fnuu, 
43-W i (xpnMaa oTUn Acmdiua, 
M-M; MOltnOM 'nm Mw- 
Bnilud; Mum of ttae Ai«dl- 
■IM,M; rapimuulti MMoMf 

ilUuw, 98; lu MM* dirtic ttw 
AmeriHB «al«^ W; ladui oT 
nftifae*, 80: profrM* In wMlih 
«adpnMp«(U*,Sl; «appmln»af 
nmnian, B ; cUj. of HilUkx, 

IT. eolBiiiiod by SntUiU smi- 
■nnti, 00,70; IndiiHrruilfoak- 
nmt of, II., 18114081 locUl ni 
poUUotl mtt sf^-SO; inpidB- 

flo-iUHrliiBia. Snu, dkw, 70; 
AradiU); NffnHO, 7l>-n; In- 
dlwu, 71, 74 i nUfbiiu pnlta^ 
•Mob >}-77; •dvcaUan, 77; po- 
Utisd HRiMiimlm, bonie of u- 
—aMr. T8; Jadkltl nMUIab- 
nut, n : m«iH ud ainnill- 
tan, 78; oUUht d«ftaM,8a. 



OnondifiiM, u ladlu trlba, I,, 117, 
Oomrlo, Lite, L, 



ii,lil>(i(;Lainr O 



tppm Cinidi. ly S7; mum 
proTlnn, Lower (^adi, 48. 
MBWM, to Indian trllw, L, 1«|L 
ISe. IBS; unckM by 'in. li? 

Itl«r, OH ud bod, U., to. 
hiHUnr, DppwCuudi, L, 81. 



". C=""8fc 



